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Week Ending Friday, November 30, 1990 


Thanksgiving Day Message to 
American Troops 


November 21, 1990 


As we gather together for Thanksgiving 
this year, America has much to be truly 
grateful for. To those of you who are spend- 
ing this holiday away from your loved ones 
to defend our nation’s security and that of 
our allies, I am deeply grateful. To those of 
you on duty in the Persian Gulf, I say a 
special thank you. 

Recent events prove the world is still a 
dangerous and unstable place. Along with 
the triumph of freedom around the world 
comes new challenges, especially in the 
Middle East. Once again, you, the men and 
women of our Armed Forces, have respond- 
ed to the call of duty to protect freedom 
and stand firm against aggression. And once 
again, you have the full support of the 
American people and the thanks of this 
President. 

You know, Barbara and I have spent a lot 
of Thanksgivings with a family we’re proud 
of. Well, this year is no different, as we 
spend Thanksgiving in the Persian Gulf. 
And as Americans celebrate this special day 
back home, know that you are in their 
hearts. America is proud of you and the job 
you're doing. Almost 2 years ago, I began 
my Inaugural Address with a prayer, seek- 
ing God’s wisdom and guidance in all that 
we face. Earlier this month, with American 
troops facing down aggression overseas, I 
asked the Nation to join me in prayer, a 
prayer for the brave service men and 
women in whom we entrust the future of 
this country—as well as for those Americans 
held hostage. Now, this Thanksgiving, I 
hope that all Americans of all faiths and 
walks of life will bow their heads in appre- 
ciation for God’s power to protect us and 
His wisdom to guide us. 

As members of our Armed Forces world- 
wide, your strength and readiness allow the 
flames of freedom and democracy to glow 
brightly. You represent America’s best—the 


world’s best hope for the future. No matter 
where you are, I hope you're safe and well. 
The entire Bush family wishes you and your 
family a happy Thanksgiving. May God 
bless you and bring you home safely and 
soon. 


Note: This message was recorded on October 
18 in the Oval Office at the White House. 
It was broadcast on the Armed Forces Radio 
Network to American troops worldwide on 
Thanksgiving Day. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, Following Discussions 
With Amir Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al 
Sabah of Kuwait 


November 21, 1990 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


The President. May I say that I just had a 
very useful meeting with His Highness, the 
Amir, and I reiterated the total commit- 
ment of the United States to the objectives 
that are enshrined in 10 United Nations Se- 
curity Council resolutions. And as you all 
know, these objectives include Iraq’s imme- 
diate and unconditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait, the restoration of Kuwait’s legiti- 
mate government, the release of all individ- 
uals held against their will from whatever 
country they come, and it also includes the 
eventual stability and security of the Gulf. 

We agreed on the desirability that these 
objectives be realized peacefully. At the 
same time, we also agreed that all options 
remained open and that steps needed to be 
taken right now in order to make these 
options credible and effective. 

His Highness the Amir told me of the 
atrocities and acts of destruction that are 
being committed daily against the Kuwaiti 
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people by the forces of Saddam Hussein. It 
is a moving and touching and horrible story. 
And I come away from this conversation 
more committed than ever to seeing this 
cruel occupation come to an end and those 
responsible for this violence called to ac- 
count. 

Let me just close by saying that this is my 
second r ‘ting with His Highness the Amir 
since the ..agic events of August 2d. And as 
I told him, I both hope and expect that our 
next meeting will take place in liberated 
Kuwait. 

The Amir. Mr. President, it is with great 
pleasure that I meet with you once again, 
this time on the land of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, a land that is very dear to us 
and friendly to us all. Although this meeting 
takes place under tragic circumstances for 
my country and my people, we neverthe- 
less find some solace in the honorable 
stance taken by the world community and 
respect of our cause, on the side of justice 
and righteousness in an unprecedented 
matter as to make it an historical turning 
point in international relations. 

In this context, I feel duty-bound to single 
out the decisive role of the United States— 
people and administration—in standing up 
in the face of aggression. The American re- 
solve did not come as a surprise, for your 
people are the descendants of the Pilgrim 
fathers who, centuries ago, preferred risk- 
ing their lives in search of freedom in a far 
and unknown world rather than accepting 
to live under oppression and _ injustice, 
thereby setting a tradition of standing up 
for justice and opposing aggression. 

Their hopes were realized and they built 
a free world that rejects despotism and op- 
pression. And so, it became a refuge for all 
freedom-lovers. Today, the descendants of 
the Pilgrim fathers reversed their historic 
crossing in aid of freedom yet once again, 
again to dissipate the dark shadows cast by 
another dictator on the land of the free, 
true to their tradition and true to the tradi- 
tion of their ancestors to which they have 
always adhered. 

Mr. President, it is with affliction in our 
hearts that every day passes, knowing how 
much suffering our people and peoples of 
other nationalities are being subjected to in 
an ever-increasing manner, and the dark- 
ness that has befallen their homeland, 
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making them vulnerable to unprecedented 
inhuman treatment, depriving them even 
from food and medicine. 

The people of Kuwait inside their coun- 
try, unarmed and outnumbered, are unani- 
mously engaged in a passive resistance 
against the invaders with a rare bravery 
against all odds and under the most adverse 
circumstances. So much that the aggressors 
has lost his senses and indulged in its fury of 
frustration in the practice of oppression and 
brutality in an ever-increasing manner. 

No doubt, Mr. President, your Ambassa- 
dor [Nathaniel W. Howell] and what have 
remained of Western diplomats that have 
managed so bravely to continue living in 
Kuwait, sharing the suffering of the Kuwaiti 
people, will testify to this fact. And there is 
not the slightest talk that the flagrant ag- 
gressor would give up his intransigence and 
his determination to defy the collective will 
of the world community or his indulgence 
in the exercise of cheap tricks and playing 
with the sentiments of people with the issue 
of hostages, whom he should not have de- 
tained in the first place. And his attempt to 
connect and justify his aggression with that 
of Arabs, as he is comparing an evil with 
more evil, thereby exposing his people and 
his nation to serious dangers, the extent of 
which cannot be predicted. 

Nevertheless, we are sure of the inevita- 
bility of the triumph of right over wrong, 
and in that we place our hope. For our faith 
is strong, and our confidence in the firm 
support of our brothers and our friends is 
limitless. 

Last but not least, I present my sincere 
felicitation to you and, through you, to the 
American people and their sons who have 
come to the Gulf to deter the aggressor, on 
the occasion of Thanksgiving Day, the anni- 
versary of those brave men who had re- 
fused to succumb to oppression. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


Hostages in Kuwait and Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, what do you mean by 
that steps should be taken right now? 

The President. What did I mean by 
them? I think he ought to step out of 
Kuwait immediately and release all the hos- 
tages. 
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Q. Sir, are you suggesting you should take 
some action? 

The President. We are taking action. We 
are moving considerable force here. And I 
hope that will get the message to Saddam 
Hussein [President of Iraq] how serious not 
only the United States is but other countries 
are because others are moving forces, too. 
And besides that, his most recent cruel ploy 
of talking about kind of dribbling out hos- 
tages, some of which he’d start releasing on 
Christmas Day and then spread that over 2 
months—that ploy has backfired on him. 
Everybody I talked to in Paris felt that it 
was a cruel gambit, a cruel ploy. And the 
Amir has said he shouldn’t have held these 
hostages in the first place, and that is cor- 
rect. 


U.N. Resolution 


Q. President Gorbachev today called for a 
Security Council meeting. 

The President. Well, good. 

Q. What do you think of that? And is that 
of your making? 

The President. 1 think this is just fine. 

Q. What do you expect to come of it? 

The President. Well, we'll discuss that 
when we get to the Security Council. But I 
think there’s been general understanding 
that the United States has been in favor of 
such a step. And I would expect there 
would be yet another resolution strongly 
against Saddam Hussein. But we'll wait to 
see what that resolution does. 


Iraqi Occupation 


Q. ——new atrocities tonight from the 
Amir, atrocities that you haven’t heard 
about before 

The President. He showed me some pic- 
tures that are so cruel and so brutal, the 
treatment of Kuwaitis so cruel and so brutal 
that it just turns your stomach. And so, we 
talked about some. But there will be a 
chance for the world to have a little 
window on this because this matter is going 
to be aired in the United Nations next 
week. And justice demands that the world 
listen and understand exactly the kind of 
brutality that Saddam Hussein has wrought 
upon innocent kids and families in Kuwait. 
And what he’s doing to hostages in Kuwait 
today is appalling. 


One thing I learned is that he’s an- 
nounced the death penalty for those who 
harbor innocent civilians. If you hide inno- 
cent civilians and you're caught by his 
brutes, you get the death penalty. And that 
is pretty brutal, and it’s just one more piece 
of evidence that this brutality must not be 
rewarded. 


President Assad of Syria 


Q. Mr. President, you’re going on to 
Geneva to meet with President Assad. Can 
you tell us what you expect to undertake 
with him and why are you meeting with 
President Assad when the United —— 

The President. He is a coalition partner. 
He’s in the process of moving substantial 
force here. We’ve worked to help others 
build a big, strong coalition. And I will be 
talking to him about our common objectives 
in the Gulf, and they are common objec- 
tives because I understand that the Syrians 
want to see Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait 
just as much as we do. 

Q. Do you have any problems sitting 
down with President Assad given the prob- 
lems with terrorism that the two countries 
have? 

The President. 1 have no problem sitting 
down with him for this common objective. 
And it’s important that this coalition stay 
together. It’s important that everybody 
that’s a part of it feel a part of it. And I’m 
going to be discussing that with him. 


Resolution of the Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, considering the atroc- 
ities, how can you wait any longer? It’s 
been 3 months. 

The President. Well, I’ve indicated we 
were moving substantial force. Others are 
moving forces. And we are still hoping that 
the man will come to his senses and do that 
which he should have done in August, and 
that is to get out of Kuwait without condi- 
tion. And I can’t tell you or Saddam Hus- 
sein how long is long enough. In my view, 1 
day was long enough. But how long this 
coalition will wait before other options are 
exercised? I’m sorry, I can’t help you with 
that. 


U.N. Resolution and Soviet Support 


Q. Could you give us some idea of the 
U.N. resolution you’re after, Mr. President? 


1895 





Nov. 21 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


The President. No, I'll let that evolve. 
We're still in consultation, Secretary [of 
State] Baker having consulted widely. I’ve 
had a chance to discuss that with the Ku- 
waitis here this evening, and there will be 
more consultation before that resolution 
gets into final form. But I can view this as 
very positive. I had not heard Mr. Gorba- 
chev’s comments, but I know what he and I 
have talked about, and I know what Secre- 
tary Baker and Mr. Shevardnadze [Soviet 
Foreign Minister] have talked about, and it 
is all positive. 

And for those who interpreted my meet- 
ing with Mr. Gorbachev as chilly, they just 
simply misinterpreted. It was the best 
meeting I’ve ever had with the man, and 
we've had very, very good ones in the past. 
So, I’m glad this thing is evolving and we 
now see the differences that some over 
there in Paris thought might exist between 
the Soviets on the way we’re looking at this 
question. They are determined to see 
Saddam Hussein comply with the United 
Nations resolutions and get out of Kuwait 
without condition. I’m absolutely certain of 
it. 

I’ve got time for just one or two more. 
Iraqi Action and Coalition Support 

Q. Despite the tough talk by the United 
States and other countries, Saddam Hussein 
is not budging, and he’s increasing the pres- 
sure in Kuwait. What’s your comment, sir? 

The President. The pressure is increasing 
on Saddam Hussein. And if he doesn’t un- 
derstand it now, he will soon. But I think 
he’s beginning to understand it. Most re- 
ports we get indicate that the sanctions are 
having some effect; I can’t tell you how 
much. Unless he’s blind, he sees a strong 
coalition armed force still mobilizing against 
him, and I would think that he’s beginning 
to get the message. 

Now, in terms of his cruelty and his bru- 
tality, yes, it does continue. It continues in 
Kuwait. It continues in the holding of these 
hostages. So, we’re not happy and we’re not 
relaxed about his fully understanding that 
he must unconditionally get out of Kuwait, 
but we’re going to keep on getting that 
message out there. And it’s a solid message. 

I'll tell you, I don’t know if you were in 
Paris, but it was a solid front against the 
man from all the countries represented. 
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And one thing I found that was very inter- 
esting: that those countries in Eastern 
Europe that have suffered in the past from 
aggression are very, very strong in support 
of what we all are doing as it relates to the 
Gulf. 


Resolution of the Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, have you discussed with 
the Amir of Kuwait a timetable for war? 

The President. We’ve discussed a lot of 
things and we did not put any time—dates 
on that category of discussion, no. 


U.N. Security Council 


Q. Are you suggesting now you're going 
to the United Nations, or your lieutenants 
will, to present these pictures to the U.N. in 
some fashion? 

The President. Well, there are going to 
be—Jim can help you. There’s already a 
scheduled session. 

Secretary Baker. Monday and Tuesday in 
the Security Council there will be some 
hearings with respect to the atrocities that 
have been committed. The government of 
Kuwait bas asked for these hearings. 

Q. Sir, is this a preamble for the force 
resolution you’ve been seeking? 

The President. It’s just more information 
getting out because I think there’s a lot of 
people around the world and all of the U.N. 
countries that don’t really appreciate yet 
the brutality of Saddam Hussein. Most see 
it, and the world is obviously united against 
it. But I don’t think they have the full 
impact yet, and perhaps these hearings will 
drive home to the man on the street in 
these various countries the brutality of 
Saddam Hussein. 

Q. Do you feel the pressure of the No- 
vember 30 deadline when we have to give 
up the chairmanship of the U.N. Security 
Council? 

The President. No, I don’t feel great pres- 
sure on it, but I feel that we should act and 
take action before November 30th. I think 
we should take action right away in the 
United Nations for more resolutions. Stay 
tuned. 


Resolution of the Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, there’s been much talk 
about a window of opportunity and that’s 
why Saddam Hussein set this March 25th 
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last date for the recent release of hostages. 
Is the window of opportunity really non- 
existent? They talked about the desert 
storms and the desert heat and Ramadan 
and all that. In your own mind, is there 
such a thing as a window of opportunity? 

The President. Well, I think that the 
window of opportunity for Saddam Hussein 
is right now. I think he should withdraw 
unconditionally from Kuwait right now and 
stop the brutality against the innocent 
women and children and men of Kuwait 
and innocent hostages from other countries. 
So, I think your question, John, gets to the 
question of how long can we permit the 
sanctions to be the sole action-forcing 
event. And I just can’t help you with how 
long. 


U.N. Resolution 


Q. Will you be satisfied, Mr. President, if 
the U.N. gives you something less than a 
resolution authorizing force? 

The President. Nice try, Terry [Terence 
Hunt, Associated Press]. We’re not going to 
discuss the content of the U.N. resolution 
until we’re ready to table it and until exten- 
sive consultations have been concluded. 
And they are continuing. They will be con- 
tinuing right up through the next few days. 
So, I just leave it right there. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:27 p.m. at 
the Al-Hamra Guest Palace. Prior to their 
remarks, he and the Amir participated in a 
bilateral meeting with U.S. and Kuwaiti of- 
ficials. 


Statement on Signing the Bill 
Modifying the Boundaries of the 
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge 


November 21, 1990 


Today I am signing H.R. 5264, an Act “To 
authorize modification of the boundaries of 
the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge.” Under this Act, the United States 
will acquire, through a land exchange with 
an Alaska Native Corporation, an environ- 
mentally significant tract of wetlands for 


the Refuge. These wetlands are an impor- 
tant wintering habitat for several species of 
ducks, and I agree that a land exchange of 
the kind contemplated in H.R. 5264 offers 
an appropriate method for carrying out this 
effort at environmental preservation. 

Unfortunately, H.R. 5264 contains impor- 
tant constitutional defects. Under the Act, 
the amount of Federal land to be ex- 
changed for the wetlands in question must 
be determined by “independent” apprais- 
ers, who would not be subject to supervi- 
sion by the President. This is contrary to 
Article II of the Constitution. In addition, 
one or more of the appraisers would be 
chosen in a manner inconsistent with the 
Appointments Clause of the Constitution, 
Art. II, sec. 2, cl. 2. 

I have no doubt that these constitutional 
defects were the result of inadvertence. Be- 
cause the Act does not provide a mecha- 
nism for carrying out the land exchange in 
a manner consistent with the Constitution, 
however, it cannot be fully implemented 
until its constitutional deficiencies are recti- 
fied. Accordingly, the appraiser appointed 
by the Secretary of the Interior pursuant to 
section 3(a) of the Act will be instructed by 
the Secretary not to complete his appraisal 
until the Secretary is informed by the De- 
partment of Justice that adequate technical 
corrections legislation has been enacted. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 21, 1990. 


Note: H.R. 5264, approved November 21, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-622. 


Statement on Signing the International 
Narcotics Control Act, 1990 


November 21, 1990 


Today I have signed H.R. 5567, the 
“International Narcotics Control Act, 1990.” 
I am pleased that the Act contains certain 
provisions that will assist the Administration 
in implementing our international narcotics 
control strategy. 

I have, however, a number of serious res- 
ervations about the Act. In general, I am 
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concerned that many provisions of the Act 
would unreasonably undercut the flexibility 
needed by the Administration to implement 
effectively our international counternarco- 
tics program. Despite the fact that the Ad- 
ministration has consistently kept the rele- 
vant congressional committees fully in- 
formed of its efforts to implement an inter- 
national counternarcotics strategy, the Act 
includes cumbersome reporting, determina- 
tion, and notification requirements that 
could impair the effectiveness of the pro- 
gram. 

Many of these provisions, however, need 
not impair implementation of our counter- 
narcotics strategy because, as a matter of 
law, they may not apply to funds appropri- 
ated in the recently enacted Foreign Oper- 
ations, Export Financing, and Related Pro- 
grams Appropriations Act (P.L. 101-513). 
This is because many of the restrictions of 
H.R. 5567 expressly apply only to funds au- 
thorized to be appropriated by H.R. 5567, 
and funds appropriated by P.L. 101-513 
were not expressly made available under 
the authorization contained in H.R. 5567. 
Accordingly, I sign H.R. 5567 into law with 
the understanding that it may not subject 
our counternarcotics program to the most 
burdensome constraints of H.R. 5567. Nev- 
ertheless, recognizing the concerns that the 
provisions of H.R. 5567 reflect, we will 
work with the Congress to help ensure that 
congressional concerns are carefully consid- 
ered in the implementation of our pro- 
grams. 

The Administration is committed to con- 
ditioning Andean counternarcotics assist- 
ance on effective counternarcotics perform- 
ance, the implementation of sound econom- 
ic policies, and respect for human rights. I 
note that section 4 requires that I make 
certain determinations on additional condi- 
tionality as a prerequisite to furnishing as- 
sistance authorized to be appropriated by 
sections 2(a) and 3(a) of the Act, or provided 
pursuant to section 517 of the Foreign As- 
sistance Act of 1961, as amended. I do not 
believe that the Congress intended this pro- 
vision to require a termination of vital anti- 
narcotics assistance, and, to the degree ap- 
propriate, will interpret the section 4 re- 
quirements in a manner consistent with the 
shared concerns of the Congress and myself 
regarding the effective implementation of 
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the Andean initiative. For instance, I appre- 
ciate the concern expressed in the Act re- 
garding the control of the governments of 
these countries over police and military op- 
erations related to counternarcotics and 
counterinsurgency activities. I understand, 
however, that this legislation would not pre- 
clude my ability to make the necessary de- 
terminations if the amount and nature of 
government control is sufficient to ensure 
that assistance is effective. I am signing the 
Act on the basis of this understanding. 

I have certain additional concerns. First, 
while the Administration is already working . 
toward the goal of increasing host country 
capability to conduct air operations, the ar- 
bitrary deadline contained in section 13 
could endanger the lives and property of 
U.S. and foreign citizens. Second, I regret 
that the Congress has not provided a satis- 
factory provision regarding title to aircraft, 
and I hope to work with the new Congress 
to resolve this important problem. 

Finally, I do not believe as a matter of 
principle that development and economic 
assistance should be necessarily conditioned 
on the same standards as military assistance, 
since its nature and purpose is considerably 
different. Subjecting these countries to a 
degree of scrutiny unmatched in other as- 
sistance programs risks alienating the very 
countries that we are seeking to engage in 
our narcotics control efforts. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 21, 1990. 


Note: H.R. 5567, approved November 21, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-623. 


Remarks to the Military Airlift 
Command in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 


November 22, 1990 


Thank you all. Thank you for that warm 
welcome. I’m just delighted to be here, and 
so is Barbara. And I don’t normally speak 
for the joint leadership of the United States 
Congress, but it is most fitting that on this 
Thanksgiving Day we have with me here 
the Speaker of the House, Tom Foley; Bob 
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Michel, the minority leader in our House; 
Senator Mitchell, the leader in the United 
States Senate; and Bob Dole, the minority 
leader in the Senate. I’m just delighted 
they’re out here with us. 

And, of course, I salute not only Colonel 
McBroom but also General Schwarzkopf. 
And, Norm, we have a little present for 
you. It comes from the families and friends 
of our troops around the world, and it’s just 
exactly your size. [Laughter] This thing will 
fit you. [Laughter] 

Well, Barbara and I are very proud to be 
sharing this Thanksgiving with the men and 
women of our allied forces. And later we’re 
going to visit your partners in the Army, 
the Navy, Coast Guard, Marines—together, 
the finest Armed Forces in the entire 
world. And we are here because we believe 
in freedom: our freedom and the freedom 
of others. And we’re here because we be- 
lieve in principle. And we’re here because 
we believe in you. 

And I’m very impressed with the Air 
Force—people like Airman First Class 


Wade West. He was home on leave to get 
married when this got started. On August 


7th he was called up. Within an hour he 
had the ceremony performed—his wedding 
ceremony—and left for the Middle East. 
You talk about a guy who gets things done. 
[Laughter] Fantastic. 

Over the past 4 months, you have 
launched what history will judge as one of 
the most important deployments of allied 
military power since 1945. And I’m here 
today to personally thank you—the Saudi, 
Kuwaiti, British, and American air men and 
women here today, and the forces from 23 
other nations—here to see that an unprece- 
dented series of U.N. resolutions is honored. 

Thanksgiving is indeed the oldest, some 
say the most American of holidays, dating 
back to our very origins as a people. It’s a 
day apart from all others—a day of peace, a 
day of thanks, a day to remember what we 
stand for and, this Thanksgiving, why we’re 
here. It isn’t all that complicated. Earlier 
this week I set out the key reasons why 
we're here, making a stand in defense of 
peace and freedom. And we're here to pro- 
tect freedom, here to protect the future, 
and here to protect innocent lives. 

First, freedom: Protecting freedom means 
standing up to aggression. The brutality in- 


flicted on the people of Kuwait and on in- 
nocent citizens of every country must not 
be rewarded. Kuwait is small, but one con- 
quered nation is one too many. And re- 
member, remember, the invasion of Kuwait 
was without provocation. The invasion of 
Kuwait was without excuse. And the inva- 
sion of Kuwait simply will not stand. 

Second: Protecting our future means pro- 
tecting our national security and the stabili- 
ty and security of the Gulf area that is so 
vital to all nations. Today the worldwide 
march of freedom is threatened by a man 
hell-bent on gaining a choke-hold on the 
world’s economic lifeline. And that’s why 
Iraq’s aggression is not just a challenge to 
the security of our friends in the Gulf but to 
the new partnership of nations we’re all 
hoping to build. Energy security is national 
security for us and for every country. 

And third: We’re here to protect inno- 
cent lives, including American lives. Every 
diplomat and every citizen of every country 
held hostage must be freed. 

Three simple reasons—protecting free- 
dom, protecting our future, protecting inno- 
cent lives—any one is reason enough why 
Iraq’s unprincipled, unprovoked aggression 
must not go unchallenged. Together, as 10 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 
made clear, they are a compelling case for 
your mission. 

What we’re confronting is a classic bully 
who thinks he can get away with kicking 
sand in the face of the world. And so far, 
we have acted with restraint, as is our way. 
But Saddam [Hussein, President of Iraq] is 
making the mistake of his life if he confuses 
an abundance of restraint and patience with 
a lack of resolve. And every day that passes 
brings Saddam Hussein one step closer to 
realizing his goal of a nuclear weapons arse- 
nal. And that’s another reason, frankly, why, 
more and more, our mission is marked by a 
real sense of urgency. 

Our objectives in the Gulf have never 
varied. We want a free and restored 
Kuwait, protect American citizens, safe- 
guard the security and stability of the 
region. To force Iraq to comply, we and our 
allies have forged a strong, diplomatic, eco- 
nomic and, yes, military strategy. No Presi- 
dent, none at all, is quick to order Ameri- 
can troops abroad. But there are times 
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when all nations that value freedom must 
confront aggression. 

Sometimes it’s a question of some pain— 
some pain now to avoid even worse pain 
later. In World War II, the world paid 
dearly for appeasing an aggressor who 
could have been stopped early on. We’re 
not going to make that mistake again. We 
will not appease this aggressor. 

The world is still a dangerous place, and 
those in uniform will always bear the heavi- 
est burden. And we want every single 
American home. And this we promise: No 
American will be kept in the Gulf a single 
day longer than necessary. But we won’t 
pull punches. We’re not here on some exer- 
cise. This is a real world situation and we’re 
not walking away until our mission is done, 
until the invader is out of Kuwait. 

There is no way Americans can forget the 
contribution you are making to world peace 
and to our country. Year after year on this 
very special day, special to every American, 
no doubt each of you has given thanks to 
your country. This year your country gives 
thanks to you. We think of you with pride 
in our hearts and a prayer on our lips. 

May God bless you and watch over you. 
To those with whom we stand shoulder to 
shoulder, our friends from other lands, may 
God bless each and every one of you. And 
may God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. Thank you very much. Thank you. 
Good to see all of you. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. at 
the Military Airlift Command ramp at 
Dhahran International Airport. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Col. John McBroom, 
commander of the Ist Tactical Fighter 
Wing, and Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, 
commander of U.S. forces in the Persian 
Gulf. 


Remarks to United States Army Troops 
Near Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 
November 22, 1990 


Hey, listen, thanks for that warm desert 
welcome, and I mean warm. Let me first 
introduce you to the leaders of the United 
States Congress. This is Speaker Tom Foley, 
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the Speaker of the House. Next to him, Sen- 
ator George Mitchell, the leader of the 
United States Senate. Senator Bob Dole, mi- 
nority leader. And Congressman Bob 
Michel of Illinois, the minority leader. And 
to you, Ted—Colonel Reid—thank you, sir. 
And let me give a special salute, if I might, 
to the host unit for our visit, the 2d Battal- 
ion of the 18th Infantry Regiment. 

I can’t do much about this warm weather, 
but I hope you’re getting enough MRE’s. 
[Laughter] I'm told that’s a military term 
meaning “I’d rather have a Bud Light.” 
[Laughter] Now, look, look, we know that 
the days can get pretty long out here, and 
you'll be glad to know that if it goes on too 
long we have a secret weapon in reserve. If 
push comes to shove, we’re going to get 
Roseanne Barr to go to Iraq and sing the 
national anthem. Baghdad Betty, eat your 
heart out. [Laughter] 

Barbara and I are very, very pleased to 
be here today, joined by the bipartisan lead- 
ership of the Congress on this mission of 
peace, this mission of pride. And we’re hon- 
ored to be here to tell you that on this 
special Thanksgiving Day, Americans will 
thank God for many things, but first they 
will thank God for each one of you. 

The 18th Airborne, with the strength of 
the 197th Infantry Brigade and the 24th 
Infantry Division—{applause}—okay, you're 
entitled to 2 seconds—{laughter|—and so 
many other brave Americans, has spear- 
headed what history will judge as one of the 
most important deployments of military 
power in the last half century. You’ve done 
it for principle, you’ve done it for freedom, 
and you've done it to make America proud. 
And so, I’ve come out here today personally 
to thank you, the men and women who 
endured much and sacrificed more to stand 
tall against aggression. 

I hope you'll excuse a personal reference, 
but seeing you all here brings back a per- 
sonal memory of another Thanksgiving—an- 
other group of young Americans far from 
home—and for me it was November 23, 
1944. And I was 20 years old and 6 days 
away from my last mission as a carrier pilot. 
And our ship, the San Jacinto, laid off the 
coast of the Philippines. And while we cele- 
brated without family that year, like you, 
we all came together as friends and as part 
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of something bigger than ourselves to thank 
God for our blessings. And we joined to- 
gether then, as you are now, as a part of a 
proud force for freedom. 

You know, back then, the 24th was there 
in the northern Philippines, as I was flying 
raids in the south on Manila Bay; and 
10,000 miles away in another theater where 
the stakes were just as high—one well- 
known to some standing right with me—the 
predecessor of today’s 197th were on the 
front lines of the fight for Europe. And they 
don’t call you “forever forward” for noth- 
ing. And now, almost 50 years later, there 
are still proud troops like you, commanders 
like you, Americans like you ready to stand 
in defense of peace and freedom. And the 
whole world—and believe me—I’m just 
here from Paris where I met with all the 
CSCE [Conference on Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe] countries of Europe— 
the whole world thanks you. 

Today we face a similar mission, but in a 
world far different than the one we faced in 
1944. Today we have a vision of a new 
partnership of nations united by principle 
and seeking a lasting peace for this genera- 
tion and generations to come. And that is 
why we are here in this land so far from 
husbands and wives and parents and chil- 
dren on this day, this special day for Ameri- 
cans, this Thanksgiving Day. And that’s why 
we sacrificed, so that those kids and all chil- 
dren can grow up in a new world, a safer 
and a better world. 

And simply put, we are here to guarantee 
that freedom is protected and that Iraq’s 
aggression will not be rewarded. We must 
send a signal to any would-be Saddam Hus- 
sein’s [President of Iraq] that the world will 
not tolerate tyrants who violate every 
standard of civilized behavior—invading, 
bullying, and swallowing whole a peaceful 
neighbor. We will not tolerate the raping 
and the brutalizing and the kidnaping and 
the killing of innocent civilians. And we will 
not tolerate those who try to starve out for- 
eign embassies, breaking a diplomatic code 
of conduct that has been in place for cen- 
turies. 

You see, we must also ensure our future. 
Clearly, our national security’s at stake here 
in the Gulf, not just from the threat of force 
but from the potential economic blackmail 
of a Gulf dominated by a power-hungry 


Iraq. Even now, without an actual shortage 
of oil, Saddam’s aggression is directly re- 
sponsible for skyrocketing oil prices, causing 
serious problems at home and throughout 
the entire world, especially for smaller 
countries who are hurt the most. 

You know, in Eastern Europe, the eco- 
nomic shock wave of the Gulf threatens to 
disrupt the already difficult process of cre- 
ating both new and democratic govern- 
ments and free market economies. And 
while Saddam loudly professes his desire to 
help the most impoverished nations of the 
region—the have-nots, he calls them—his 
aggression is taking a terrible toll on the 
already hard lives of millions. And we can’t 
hope to achieve our vision of a new world 
order, the safer and better world for all our 
kids, if the economic destiny of the world 
can be threatened by a vicious dictator. The 
world cannot, must not and, in my view, 
will not let this aggression stand. 

And finally—and I know you don’t forget 
it, and I hope no American forgets it on this 
special day when we give our thanks to our 
God—finally, innocent lives are at stake 
here. The cynical manipulation of civilians, 
be it as bargaining chips or as pawns to 
deter attack, is an affront to acceptable be- 
havior. And nothing is more cynical than 
Iraq’s announcement earlier this week that 
the hostages would be freed in batches like 
chattel, beginning Christmas Day. There is 
no reason to wait for Christmas. I say to 
him today: Free the hostages—all the hos- 
tages—and free them today, or you’re going 
to pay the price. 

And it is also time that Saddam con- 
formed to the unanimous demand of the 
United Nations. And remember, we’re not 
in this alone—all the countries in the 
United Nations standing up. It is the United 
Nations against Saddam Hussein. It is not 
Iraq against the United States. It’s also time, 
then, that he conformed to the unanimous 
demand of the United Nations that our Em- 
bassy be resupplied and that our diplomats 
treated with the respect they deserve 
under international law. The outrageous 
treatment of the United States Embassy in 
Kuwait must stop. 

So, to sum it up, the United States is 
joined in the Gulf with other members of 
the United Nations for these three simple 
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reasons: First, to ensure that freedom will 
be protected and aggression will not be re- 
warded; second, to protect our future by 
ensuring our national security; and finally, 
to protect innocent lives. 

Any one is reason enough why Iraq’s un- 
principled, unprovoked aggression must not 
go unchallenged. And together, as 10 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 
make clear, they are a compelling argu- 
ment for your important mission. All of us 
know only too well the inevitable outcome 
of appeasement. The kind of aggression we 
see in Kuwait today is not just a threat to 
regional peace but a promise of wider con- 
flict tomorrow. 

And we understand that we can sacrifice 
now, or we can pay an even stiffer price 
later as Saddam moves to multiply his 
weapons of mass destruction: chemical, bio- 
logical and, most ominous, nuclear. And we 
all know that Saddam Hussein has never 
possessed a weapon that he hasn’t used. 
And we will not allow the hope for a more 
peaceful world to rest in the hands of this 
brutal dictator. 


Our goals in the Gulf have never 


changed. We have no quarrel at all—and I'll 


repeat it here—we have no quarrel with 
the Iraqi people. It is with the outrageous 
aggression of Saddam Hussein. We want the 
immediate, complete, and unconditional 
withdrawal of all Iraqi forces from Kuwait. 
We want the reestablishment of Kuwait’s 
legitimate government. We want the pro- 
tection of lives of American citizens and the 
restoration of the security and stability of 
the Gulf. 

No President, believe me, no President is 
quick to order American troops abroad. But 
there are times when all nations that value 
their own freedom and hope for a new 
world of freedom must confront aggression. 
You know, you guys know it, all of you men 
and women out here in the sands know it, 
and we still live in dangerous times. And 
those in uniform, I guess, will always contin- 
ue to bear the heaviest burden. We want 
every single American soldier home. 

And this we promise: No American will 
be kept in the Gulf a single day longer than 
necessary. But we won’t pull punches. We 
are not here on some exercise. This is a real 
world situation. And we’re not walking 
away until our mission is done. 
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I think Americans understand the contri- 
bution that you are making to world peace 
and to our own country. And on this very 
special Thanksgiving Day, when every 
American thanks God for our blessings, we 
think of you. Barbara and I will always re- 
member this time out here that we’ve 
shared with you all today. And so, we want 
you to know that you have our love and our 
prayers, and we’re proud of each and every 
one of you. 

May God bless you and watch over you. 
And may God bless the greatest country on 
the face of the Earth, the United States of 
America. Thank you. God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. at 
an Army tactical site in the desert. In his 
remarks, he referred to Col. Ted Reid, com- 
mander of the 197th Infantry Brigade. Fol- 
lowing his remarks, the President and Mrs. 
Bush had Thanksgiving dinner with the 
troops. 


Remarks During a Thanksgiving Day 
Service on Board the U.S.S. “Nassau” 


November 22, 1990 


Thank you, Chaplain Bebee. And let me 
thank Captain Dow. Let me, on behalf of 
Barbara and myself and the four congres- 
sional leaders that are with us—the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, Tom 
Foley; the leader of the United States 
Senate, George Mitchell; the minority 
leader of the House, Bob Michel; and the 
minority leader of the Senate, Bob Dole— 
express to all of you our joy at being here 
and our great respect for what all aboard 
Nassau and all that are out here from other 
units, including our CINC, General 
Schwarzkopf, are doing. It’s a joy to be with 
you. And I want to thank once again Cap- 
tain Dow and the ship’s company for, I 
know, an unusual amount of arrangements 
that go with one of these visits. But we 
promise to leave on time. [Laughter] 

Barbara and I treasure this distinctly 
American sense of sharing with the families 
and friends in the faith of our fathers. For 
many of us, this is a time of contemplation 
about things greater than ourselves, an op- 
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portunity to seek perspective. I notice that 
Chaplain Bebee called his sermon a medita- 
tion. And I’m reminded of the story of the 
kid that went to church with his grandfa- 
ther. And he said to the grandfather, 
“Grandfather, what are all the flags there 
along the side of the church?” The grandfa- 
ther said, “Well, that’s for those who died in 
service.” The kid said, “Oh, reallyP The 9 
o'clock or the 11 o'clock service?” And I 
noticed how brief your chaplain was, and I 
will try to. be the same. 

I notice that both Chaplain Dallmann and 
Chaplain Bebee referred to the Pilgrim fa- 
thers. In the early days, Americans gave 
thanks for the Lord’s many blessings. And 
those, as was pointed out to us here today 
in the meditation, were indeed hard 
times—times of privation, lonely times in 
foreign surroundings, dangerous times, fear- 
ful, perilous. What is so remarkable about 
the first Thanksgiving is that those hearty 
souls were giving thanks in an age of ex- 
treme adversity, recognizing the Lord’s 
bounty during extraordinary hardship, un- 
derstanding that his bounty is not in things 
material but more importantly in things 
spiritual. 

I reminded some at an Army base a while 
ago that this reminds me a bit of a Thanks- 
giving that I spend 46 years ago on a carri- 
er, U.S.S. San Jacinto CVL30, off the coast 
of the Philippines during World War II. I 
found then that the Lord does provide 
many blessings to men and women who 
face adversity in the name of a noble pur- 
pose. They are the blessings of faith and 
friendship, strength and determination, 
courage and camaraderie and dedication to 
duty. And I found that the Lord allows the 
human spirit the inner resolve to find opti- 
mism and hope amidst the most challenging 
and difficult times. He instills confidence 
when despair tries to defeat us and inspires 
teamwork when the individual feels over- 
whelmed by the events of day to day. 

Thanksgiving reminds us of America’s 
most cherished values. Freedom _ was, 
indeed, as we’ve heard from our chaplain, 
the watchword for the Mayflower’s journey. 
Freedom united the Pilgrims in a common 
purpose. Freedom was the idea that in- 
spired the first Thanksgiving of the colony 
there at Plymouth Bay. 


The grand experiment called America is 
but a recent manifestation of humanity’s 
timeless yearning to be free. Only in free- 
dom can we achieve humanity’s greatest 
hope: peace. From the wisdom of Solomon 
to the wonder of the Sermon on the Mount, 
from the prophecies of Isaiah to the teach- 
ings of Islam, the holy books that are our 
common heritage speak often of the many 
blessings bestowed upon mankind, often of 
the love of liberty, often of the cause of 
peace. And so, I would like to close these 
remarks with a prayer. 

Lord, bless us and keep us. Show us your 
way, the way of liberty and love. Soften the 
hearts of those who would do us harm. 
Strengthen the hearts of those who protect 
and defend us. Sustain the hearts of those at 
home who pray for our safe return. We rely 
upon your guidance and trust in your judg- 
ment, for we are one nation under God. 
Amidst this threat of war, help us find the 
will to search for peace. As was said upon 
the Mount: “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the children of 
God.” Amen. 

Thank you all very much for inviting 
these four congressional leaders, for inviting 
Barbara and me to share this very special 
day with the sailors, the marines, the coast- 
guardsmen all out here aboard the U.SS. 
Nassau today on this spectacularly beautiful 
day halfway around the world from the 
home that we love. 

I cannot overstate to you the outpourihg 
of support from your friends and families. 
General Schwarzkopf was telling me of the 
mail system here: You get a lot of mail that 
doesn’t even have a name on it, and they 
spread it all around. I hope some of you 
have received it. And it does express the 
support that the American people have for 
you on this important mission. 

So, God bless you all on this very special 
day. And God bless the United States of 
America. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:23 p.m. on 
the flight deck. In his remarks, he referred 
to Capt. Jack Dow, commanding officer of 
the U.S.S. “Nassau,” and Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of U.S. forces in 
the Persian Gulf. 
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Remarks to Allied Armed Forces Near 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 


November 22, 1990 


With us today, we have four very special 
guests out here. The leaders, if you will, the 
top leadership of the United States Con- 
gress: the Speaker of the House, Tom Foley; 
the leader of the Senate, George Mitchell, 
next to him, Senator Mitchell; Congressman 
Bob Michel, the Republican leader, minori- 
ty leader in the House; and Senator Bob 
Dole [Senate minority leader]. 

Let me just say how pleased that Barbara 
and I are to be here. And I want to thank 
all of you for this welcome, this warm wel- 
come. I want to thank General Myatt for 
greeting us—Mike Myatt—and all of his 
people. I want to thank General Boomer. I 
want to thank Brigadier General Cordingly 
of the famed Desert Rats who are with us 
here. 

I guess like all of you, Barbara and I 
always try to spend our Thanksgiving with 
our own family. I know that’s true of these 
leaders in the Congress. But after spending 
the morning visiting with the men and 
women of our Army, Air Force, Navy, and 
Coast Guard, and now with the First 
Marine Division here today, there could 
hardly be a prouder moment than sharing 
Thanksgiving with this family, this Ameri- 
can family out here. 

This is quite a crowd. I can’t help but 
think of the warning one soldier gave come- 
dian Steve Martin last month—true story. 
He said, “You'd better be funny. We’ve got 
bullets.” [Laughter] Well, look at it this 
way: You guys better be nice to me. I’ve 
got Norm Schwarzkopf with me. [Laughter] 
And I’ve got Al Gray back there, so— 
[laughter]. 

But I do first want to give a very special 
welcome to our staunch friends and allies, 
to General Cordingley and the famed 
Desert Rats. You, too, are a long way from 
home this day and your families. And I 
hope you will forgive me if I focus on the 
fact that this, at home for Americans, is our 
very special Thanksgiving Day. 

As we gather it is dawn in America at— 
lost track—10 minutes of eight on the East 
Coast and about 10 minutes to six out on 
the West and the beginning of our day of 
thanksgiving and remembrance. You know, 
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as you drive by the farms and the cities in 
the early morning light, the windows all 
look the same. But inside each house and 
apartment there are people with stories to 
tell, families bound together in hope and 
love. And believe me on this one, in all of 
those homes, in all of those families, you 
right here out in this desert are very much 
on the minds of the American people in all 
of those families. 

You know, Thanksgiving is the oldest, 
some might say the most American of holi- 
days, dating back to our very origins as a 
people. And it’s a day, I think we would all 
agree, separate and apart from others. It’s a 
day of peace; it’s a day of thanks; a day to 
remember what we stand for and what it 
means to be an American and why our fore- 
bears sacrificed so much to cross ocean and 
build a great land. And on this day, with all 
that America has to be thankful for, it is fair 
for Americans to say, why are we here? 

It’s not all that complicated. There are 
three key reasons why we're here with our 
U.N. allies making a stand in defense of 
peace and freedom. We’re here to protect 
freedom. We’re here to protect our future. 
And we’re here to protect innocent life. 

And number one, protecting freedom 
means standing up to aggression. You know, 
the brutality inflicted on the people of 
Kuwait and on innocent citizens of every 
country must not be rewarded. Because a 
bully unchecked today is a bully unleashed 
for tomorrow. 

Last August 2d, this brutal dictator set 
out to wipe another country from the face 
of the Earth. And Kuwait, a little, tiny 
country, awoke to the flashing guns of cold- 
blooded troops, to fire and ice of Saddam 
Hussein’s [President of Iraq] invasion. Now 
Kuwait is struggling for survival, an entire 
nation ransacked, looted, held hostage. 
Maybe you can strike a name from the 
maps, but you can’t strike a country from 
the hearts of its people. The invasion of 
Kuwait was without provocation, the loot- 
ing of Kuwait is without excuse, and the 
occupation of Kuwait will not stand. 

And number two, our mission is about 
protecting national security, which is to say 
protecting our future. Because energy secu- 
rity is national security for us and, indeed, 
for every country. 
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Last year on a snowy Thanksgiving eve 
up there at Camp David, I spoke to the 
American people about the newly fallen 
Berlin Wall. The piece of the wall that sits 
on my desk is a reminder of our steadfast 
role in the worldwide explosion of freedom. 
But now the march of freedom must not be 
threatened by the man whose invasion of 
Kuwait is causing great economic hardship 
in the countries which can afford it the 
least. 

We just saw it in Czechoslovakia. Barbara 
and I are just back from Czechoslovakia, 
where the progress of their peaceful revolu- 
tion has already been damaged by the 
shock waves from Iraq’s aggression. Presi- 
dent Havel told me that Saddam’s aggres- 
sion is having a severe effect on his strug- 
gling economy. And every day that goes by 
increases the damage. But when he was 
asked if our action in the Gulf was taking 
too much money away from the problems 
of Eastern Europe, he answered plainly. He 
said, “All the resources that are expended 
on resisting aggression anywhere in the 
world are finally turned to the good of all 
humankind.” This from that playwright that 
was jailed not so many months ago by ag- 
gression itself. Listen to the words of this 
man who stands for freedom. 

Vaclav Havel is right. Iraq’s aggression is 
not just a challenge to the security of 
Kuwait and the other Gulf neighbors but to 
the better world we all hope to build in the 
wake of the Cold War. We're not talking 
simply about the price of gas; we are talk- 
ing about the price of liberty. 

Number three, we’re here because inno- 
cent lives are at stake. We’ve all heard of 
atrocities in Kuwait that would make the 
strongest among us weep. It turns your 
stomach when you listen to the tales of 
those that have escaped the brutality of 
Saddam, the invader. Mass hangings. Babies 
pulled from incubators and scattered like 
firewood across the floor. Kids shot for fail- 
ing to display the photos of Saddam Hus- 
sein. And he has unleashed a horror on the 
people of Kuwait. 

Our diplomats and our citizens held hos- 
tage must be freed. And it’s time to stop 
toying with the American hostages. And it’s 
time for Saddam to stop trying to starve out 
our little beleaguered Embassy in Kuwait 
City. And the same General Cordingly, is 


true of the British Embassy that is coura- 
geously holding on—the two of us side by 
side in Kuwait as we’re shoulder to shoulder 
in the sands of Saudi Arabia. And it’s time 
to put an end to this cruel hostage bazaar, 
bartering in human beings like the days of 
the slave trade. Because if we let Iraq get 
away with this abuse now, Americans will 
pay a price in future hostage-taking for dec- 
ades to come, and so will other nations. 

Three simple reasons: protecting free- 
dom, protecting our future, protecting inno- 
cent lives. And any one is reason enough 
why Iraq’s unprincipled, unprovoked ag- 
gression must not go unchallenged. Togeth- 
er they make a compelling case for you to 
be away from your families on this special 
Thanksgiving Day. They make a compelling 
case for your mission. 

No President is quick to order American 
troops abroad. But there are times when 
any nation that values its own freedom 
must confront aggression. Czechoslovakia— 
they know firsthand about the folly of ap- 
peasement. They know about the tyranny 
of dictatorial conquest. And in the World 
War that followed, the world paid dearly 
for appeasing an aggressor who should and 
could have been stopped. We’re not going 
to make that mistake again. We will not 
appease this aggressor. 

As in World War Il—the threat to Ameri- 
can lives from a seemingly distant enemy 
must be measured against the nature of the 
aggression itself: a dictator who has gassed 
his own people—innocent women and chil- 
dren—unleashing chemical weapons of mass 
destruction, weapons that were considered 
unthinkable in the civilized world for over 
70 years. 

And let me say this: Those who would 
measure the timetable for Saddam’s atomic 
program in years may be seriously underes- 
timating the reality of that situation and the 
gravity of the threat. Every day that passes 
brings Saddam one step closer to realizing 
his goal of a nuclear weapons arsenal. And 
that’s why more and more, your mission is 
marked by a real sense of urgency. You 
know, no one knows precisely when this 
dictator may acquire atomic weapons, or ex- 
actly who they may be aimed at down the 
road. But we do know this for sure: He has 
never possessed a weapon that he didn’t 
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use. What we're confronting is a classic 
bully who thinks he can get away with kick- 
ing sand in the face of the world. 

So far, I’ve tried to act with restraint and 
patience. I think that’s the American way. 
But Saddam is making the mistake of his 
life if he confuses an abundance of re- 
straint—confuses that with a lack of resolve. 

Over the past 4 months, you have 
launched what history will judge as one of 
the most important deployments of allied 
military power since 1945. And I have 
come here today to personally thank you. 
The world is watching. Our objectives in 
the Gulf have never varied. We want to 
free and restore Kuwait’s government, pro- 
tect American citizens abroad, safeguard 
the security and stability of the region. The 
united world has spelled out these objec- 
tives in 10 United Nations Security Council 
resolutions. To force Iraq to comply, we and 
our allies have forged a strong diplomatic, 
economic, and military strategy. But the 
Iraqi dictator still hasn’t gotten the mes- 
sage. 


Maybe he’s confused by his own propa- 
ganda, this ridiculous radio broadcast that I 


understand the marines have labeled 
“Baghdad Betty.” [Laughter] Well, she 
plays all the oldies, so one guy suggested we 
send Iraq a tape of M.C. Hammer and a 
note that says: This is how we entertain 
ourselves. Just imagine how we fight. 

We have been patient. We’ve gone to the 
United Nations time and time again. I’m 
prepared to go another time. We still hope 
for a peaceful settlement, but the world is a 
dangerous place. And we must make all of 
these options credible. Those in uniform, it 
seems to me, will always bear the heaviest 
burden. We understand something of what 
you endure—the waiting, the uncertainty, 
the demands of family and military life. 
And we want every single troop home. We 
want every Brit to be able to go home as 
soon as possible. We want every single 
American home. And this I promise: No 
American will be kept in the Gulf a single 
day longer than necessary. But we won’t 
pull punches; we are not here on some ex- 
ercise. This is a real-world situation. And 
we're not walking away until our mission is 
done, until the invader is out of Kuwait. 
And that may well be where you come in. 
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As we meet, it is dawn in America. It is 
Thanksgiving Day. The church bells ring an 
hour of prayer, a day of rest, a nation at 
peace. And especially today, Americans un- 
derstand the contribution that you all are 
making to world peace and to our country. 
Year after year on this special day, no doubt 
each of you has given thanks for your coun- 
try. This year, your country gives thanks for 
you. Thanksgiving is a day of prayer, a day 
when we thank God for our many, many 
blessings. And I have done that today. This 
has been an unforgettable visit, an unforget- 
table visit. 

And I leave—as I know our Congressmen 
do, and I know Barbara does—with pride in 
our heart, a prayer on our lips. God bless 
you all. God bless our faithful allies, the 
United Kingdom. God bless the Marines, 
and may God bless the greatest, freest 
country on the face of the Earth, the 
United States of America. Thank you and 
bless you all. Good luck to all of you guys. 

Now, wait a minute, we’ve got a chal- 
lenge to offer here. I brought you a present 
because I thought maybe you could find a 
place to use these things. No, and it’s not a 
flyswatter. All right, I want to get the gen- 
eral to organize a little tournament around 
here. And I’ll bet you—and I invite the win- 
ners—this team—you need two on a team 
here—invite the winners to the White 
House as soon as you get through your 
workout here. And my son and I will be 
prepared at any time, at your convenience, 
to take on the winners on the White House 
horseshoe pit. It’s a challenge; it’s a firm 
invitation. I want the two best men you’ve 
got, possibly women—we had a woman 
champion in the White House this year— 
come and get it. I think we can whip you. 
Good luck. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. to 
troops gathered at a Marine tactical site in 
the desert. In his remarks, he referred to 
Brig. Gen. J.M. Myatt, commanding gener- 
al, Ist Marine Division; Lt. Gen. Walt 
Boomer, commanding general, I Marine Ex- 
peditionary Force; Brig. Gen. Patrick Cord- 
ingly, commander of the British 7th Ar- 
moured Battalion; Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of U.S. forces in 
the Persian Gulf; and Gen. A.M. Gray, Jr., 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / Nov. 22 


Commandant of the Marine Corps. Follow- 
ing his remarks, the President and Mrs. 
Bush had Thanksgiving dinner with the 
troops. 


Exchange With Reporters Near 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 


November 22, 1990 


U.S. Armed Forces 


Q. —the other force was here, and 
something like four to one? 

The President. Well, we're by far the 
largest country. Also, when you're the 
leader in the world for peace and for free- 
dom, you bear a disproportionate responsi- 
bility. We’re prepared to do that. I’m 
pleased that 23 countries are involved. I’m 
pleased that other forces are moving in. I 
saw the famed Desert Rats here today—I’m 
very proud, once again, we’re shoulder to 
shoulder with the Brits, for example. We 
have Arab forces here. But we're the 
United States of America; we have a dispro- 
portionate responsibility to lead and to 
stand for something. And that’s what we’re 
doing. 


Prime Minister Thatcher of the United 
Kingdom 

Q. Speaking of the Brits, what is your 
reaction to Margaret Thatcher’s decision to 
resign? 

The President. Well, of course you know 
of my high regard for Prime Minister 
Thatcher. We will obviously work with the 
next Prime Minister, and I expect that, 
knowing the fiber there, that they'll stay 
right on course with us. But on a very per- 
sonal sensé, I would send my best to her at 
this difficult time. She’s been a staunch 
friend and ally. She’s a woman of principle; 
she’s stood for what she believes. You 
always know where she was and what she 
believed. I think everybody in America 
would agree that Margaret Thatcher has 
been an outstanding ally for the United 
States. I’m certain that this will continue 
with the United Kingdom. 

But on a personal basis, I'll miss her be- 
cause I value her counsel, I value her long 
experience—the wisdom that comes from 


her long experience. She has been an out- 
standing Prime Minister for the United 
Kingdom and an outstanding friend to the 
United States. 


President’s Visit With the Troops 


Q. Mr. President, on today, what did you 
learn by walking in the same footsteps of 
the soldiers you’ve sent here? 

The President. 1 learned a lot about the 
kids just from looking them in the eye. And 
I learned once again something I already 
knew: how lucky we are to have this all- 
volunteer force as strong, as well-trained, 
and as highly motivated as they are. And I 
learned they are just like my own kids. 
Probably wish they were home Thanksgiv- 
ing Day in the United States. And I learned 
that they’re willing to be apart from their 
own loved ones because they feel it is their 
duty and their obligation. And they’re 
strong and they’re tough, and I’ve been 
very moved by today, I'll tell you. 

Q. Had you been concerned about the 
morale, sir, given the fact that it’s over 4 
months now and they’ve had nothing to 
fight? 

The President. Well, I think the waiting is 
a difficult part of this. But I think they, like 
their President, would prefer a peaceful so- 
lution. But like their President, I sense a 
certain resolve on their part that if they 
have to do something they’re prepared to 
do it. And they want to do it and do it fast. 
And they want to do it and get it over. I 
can understand that. I was in their shape 
40-some years ago to this very day—46. So, 
I’ve been very moved and motivated myself 
by this. 

And I'll go the extra mile for peace. 
We’ve been doing it. We’ve been showing 
patience and restraint. But I also know that 
this Saddam Hussein [President of Iraq] is 
cruel and he’s brutal, and he’s violating the 
rights of individuals. And I don’t believe 
there’s a marine out here, or an Army 
person or a Navy person or an Air Force 
man or woman, or a British Rat or our Arab 
allies that are not as upset as I am about the 
way innocent civilians are being treated. 
And I’ll damn sure tell you: I’m upset about 
it. We'll try the peaceful route. We’re 
trying it. But there will be no compromise 
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with this kind of aggression. We’re not 
going to compromise. 
Iraqi Nuclear Capability 

Q. Sir, you’ve talked increasingly today 
about a nuclear—Saddam’s nuclear capabil- 
ity— 

The President. Yes, I'm concerned about 
it. 

Q. What’s behind that? 

The President. There’s nothing behind it. 
It’s just the fact that I think the longer it 
goes on, why, I’m concerned about it. 
That’s what’s behind it. 

Q. Do you have new information, more 
so than you thought before? 

The President. 1 would just stay with 
what I’ve said here today. When I said, re- 
member, that he’s used every weapon that 
he’s had, I’m thinking primarily of the bru- 
tality of those chemical weapons that he did 
use on his own people. And I hope the 
American people understand this more 
clearly now. But I darn sure get the feeling 
that the people out here understand it. 


President’s Visit With the Troops 


Q. Was this an emotional day for you, sir? 

The President. It was a very emotional 
day for me. And I think we are very fortu- 
nate to have this kind of dedicated young 
men and young women in the sands of 
Saudi Arabia today. It’s only the United 
States that can lead like this—it’s only the 
United States of America. We have others 
with us, but these are the ones that are 
— the heavy lifting. And God bless them 


Note: The exchange took place at a Marine 
tactical site in the desert. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters Following 
Discussions With President Mohammed 
Hosni Mubarak in Cairo, Egypt 
November 23, 1990 


President Mubarak. We welcome Presi- 
dent Bush in Egypt as an outstanding 
leader of a great nation. We welcome him 
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as a true friend, as a man of principles and 
determination, a statesman endowed with 
vision and compassion. We value the contri- 
bution he has made to strengthen Egyptian- 
American friendship, bringing it to a higher 
level of cooperation based on principles and 
mutual respect. 

We are proud of this partnership which 
has helped us to advance the cause of peace 
and the fraternity among all nations, to 
stand for eradication of injustice and the 
elimination of war and violence, and to con- 
tribute to the construction of a new world 
order—a world in which all nations, big or 
small, have a right to live in peace and 
dignity. 

In our talks today we pursued our discus- 
sion of several issues of common concern. 
We came out of these talks with a better 
understanding of how to deal with the chal- 
lenge of our time. In the difficult weeks 
ahead we will leave no stone unturned in 
our search for a peaceful solution to the 
Gulf crisis. But let no one be in doubt that 
the status quo of occupation and repression 
is totally unacceptable to us and in the 
entire world. It is a threat to peace and 
security everywhere and a grave violation 
of the rule of law. It undermines the very 
foundation of our modern civilization. 
Hence, the Iraqi invasion must be reversed 
and Kuwait must be liberated. No tactics 
will divert us from our objective. No act of 
defiance will weaken our resolve or shake 
our determination. To both of us it’s a 
matter of principle and moral commitment. 
If we fail to meet that challenge, the conse- 
quences will be grave for all nations. We 
cannot compromise on principle and moral 
values. Nor can we bargain on the funda- 
mental right of peoples to live in freedom 
and dignity. 

As you work together with the family of 
nations in order to bring the tragedy of the 
Gulf to an end, we shall address other prob- 
lems with the same zeal and commitment. 
In the right context, the plight of the Pales- 
tinian people must be brought under focus. 
Their inherent right to self-determination 
should be exercised. The holy shrines of Je- 
rusalem must be respected and protected. 

Mr. President, you came to us in peace, 
and we greet you in peace. We stand here 
together at a crucial moment in the history 
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of our region and the whole world. That 
moment has its great risks, but it equally 
holds great promises and offers tremendous 
opportunities. We stand united in order to 
realize these promises for the good of all 
peoples of the Middle East and the whole 
world. We shall continue—we shall contin- 
ue to build on what we achieved today for 
the benefit of our nations and that of hu- 
manity. 

Thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. And let me just add that I had a very 
useful set of talks with my close and trusted 
friend of longstanding, President Hosni Mu- 
barak. Let me just say at the outset how 
pleased Barbara and I are to be back here 
in Cairo and how pleased I am to have had 
such a long, productive meeting. 

We reviewed the situation in the Gulf. 
And we agreed that while a peaceful solu- 
tion brought about by sanctions is clearly 
preferable, steps must be taken now by all 
members of the international coalition so as 
to ensure that credible alternatives are 
available before much more time passes. 
There is complete identity of views be- 
tween us on the need for Saddam Hussein 
[President of Iraq] to withdraw right away 
and withdraw without condition. So-called 
partial solutions are out of the question. 

We also discussed the challenges to re- 
gional security that will continue to exist 
even should Saddam withdraw. Clearly, 
safeguards are required to ensure that such 
aggression does not recur and that Saddam 
does not turn to weapons of mass destruc- 
tion to further his goals. 

Let me just end these brief introductory 
remarks by reiterating our common com- 
mitment to continue working closely to- 
gether to ensure that we succeed. The U.S.- 
Egyptian relationship is extremely close and 
is a true force for peace in the region. And 
I believe that much of the credit belongs to 
President Mubarak’s leadership. I’m thus 
extremely happy to be here and to have 
had this opportunity to exchange views and 
to benefit once again from his counsel and 
insight. 

Thank you, sir, for your hospitality. 


Resolution of the Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. President Mubarak—I have a question 
for both Presidents, please. You both used 


very strong language in recent days talking 
about removing Iraq from Kuwait and call- 
ing for the need for unity, and yet there are 
divisions on both sides. The Arab world is 
not united. Even yesterday Yemen suggest- 
ed an Arab solution was needed. And, Mr. 
President, in Congress there’s a lot of sup- 
port for your present policy, but there 
seems to be a lot of skepticism over moving 
one step further. How have you both 
reached accommodation with—you, sir, 
with Congress and you, sir, with other Arab 
nations—in getting the unity that you're 
looking for? 

President Mubarak. Your question is not 
a difficult question to answer, but I would 
like to tell you, in Yemen they said they are 
not going to vote for using force. They are 
looking for an Arab solution. Any kind of 
solution, whether it is an Arab solution, 
French solution, British, American, Moslem, 
Christian solution, it depends on two points: 
complete withdrawal without any precondi- 
tion; then, the return of legitimate govern- 
ment to Kuwait. 

If they are asking for no use of force, all 
of us don’t want to use force. All of us want 
a peaceful solution, a complete withdrawal 
and the return back of the legitimate gov- 
ernment of Kuwait to Kuwait. So, if any- 
body could solve this problem or could 
reach these goals peacefully, all of us will be 
very pleased, and we'll clap hands for them. 
So, there is no other solution except with- 
drawal and legitimate government to 
return back without any precondition. 

President Bush. And I would simply add 
to that, the way to have Congress on board 
is to continue to explain what our principles 
are, to continue to explain that we must be 
successful, to demonstrate to the American 
people and to the people of the world that 
what President Mubarak has said is true: 
We all want a peaceful solution. We have 
been extraordinarily patient. The United 
Nations has passed 10 resolutions. And I will 
simply go home and talk—continue the con- 
sultations, that most Congressmen believe 
have been extensive—to make clear that 
they understand how we must remain de- 
termined and we must keep all options 
open. 

And you mentioned Yemen. Yemen has 
supported some resolutions in the United 
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Nations, and they have not supported 
others. We are not suggesting that every 
country in every part of the world feels as 
strongly about this as we do. But I can 
assure you, coming out of Paris, that the 
world still has violent disapproval of what 
Saddam Hussein has done. And I believe 
they will be supportive of any action that 
this superb coalition takes. 


Role of Egyptian Armed Forces 


Q. President Mubarak, you have made 
clear that you, as President Bush and 
others, would much prefer a peaceful solu- 
tion. If, however, that is impossible and if 
you have to resort to war to solve the cur- 
rent crisis, it is not clear from press ac- 
counts what the role of the Egyptian army 
would be. Would it be an army that would 
come in afterwards to help peacefully 
occupy Kuwait, or would it be in the fore- 
front of the forces trying to retake Kuwait? 

President Mubarak. Look, we have dis- 
cussed all these points from the beginning 
with the President and the other friends. 
We send the forces there, and all of us 
know what will be the mission of the force. 
And I’m not in a position to tell you the 
details—where the forces are going to stay 
or going to move—but we have our plan 
coordinated with all the forces there. 
Whenever the use of force is needed and 
this option is going to be implemented, we 
have to act there. 


Resolution of the Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. ——the word “patience” seems to 
have been forgotten in coalition lexicon in 
recent days. Why the urgency? I know you 
explained the potentiality of nuclear power 
and so forth. Is it Ramadan? Are you just 
running out—I mean, what is forcing you to 
move so fast—which is obviously the mili- 
tary option because President Mubarak 
sounded so pessimistic today? 

President Bush. We haven't given up on 
the peaceful solution at all. We have been 
patient. I thought just before I spoke here 
that I used the word patience. If not, I’m 
glad you reminded me. We have been very, 
very patient. This man should have gotten 
out of Kuwait with no concession, no condi- 
tion, long ago. We’ve gone to the United 
Nations for 10 different resolutions, and 
indeed there will be another resolution. We 
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have shown patience. We have explored all 
diplomatic options. We have had many 
people making inquiries of peace on behalf 
of Arabs and on behalf of others to this 
man. And I’m simply saying we’re going to 
hold this coalition together, we’re going to 
keep all options open, and we’re going to 
see what happens. 

But there’s no timeframe, nothing—no 
holiday, as you mentioned—that’s driving 
any decisions that Ill make, I can guarantee 
you that. President Mubarak can speak for 
himself. But we’re getting tired of the 
status quo, and so is the rest of the world. 
And I think you'll see that in the discussions 
that are going to be held in the United 
Nations. I think the world will see the 
horror of what has been wrought on Kuwait 
by Saddam Hussein when the Kuwaitis are 
permitted to present the tales of brutality 
that just abound there in Kuwait. It’s been 
awful what’s happened. And I’m not sure 
the world fully understands that, so we do 
need a little more time to present that. 

Q. Well, he has been stopped from any 
further aggression against-—— 

President Bush. That’s not the point, 
Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter- 
national]. The point is he is still in Kuwait. 
And as long as he is there, this coalition will 
hold together, and we will not rest until he 
is out of there. And that is the point. And 
all options remain open. And I am con- 
vinced after my visit yesterday, all options 
are credible. 

Q. I have a question—— 

President Bush. For me or for the Presi- 
dent? Who is it for? 

Q. For President Bush—for you, sir. 

President Bush. Yes, ma’am. 


Middle East 


Q. Can we draw some lessons from the 
CSCE [Conference on Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe] conference and—apply- 
ing similar mechanisms in the Middle East? 
Have you discussed such futuristic plans 
with President Mubarak and King Fahd [of 
Saudi Arabia]—this is number one. Number 
two, what is your reaction to Mr. Shamir’s 
[Prime Minister of Israel] statements con- 
cerning the occupied territories and the set- 
tling of Jews? 
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President Bush. First, on the CSCE. This 
isn’t directly responsive to your question, 
but I'll say this to our friends here in 
Cairo—and I did not mention this to my 
friend President Mubarak: Those countries, 
the newest members around the CSCE cor- 
ridors, the Eastern European countries, 
were perhaps the strongest in their convic- 
tion that Saddam Hussein’s aggression not 
be rewarded. 

Vaclav Havel [President of Czechoslova- 
kia] was eloquent—indeed, he spoke at a 
press conference on it—{Prime Minister] 
Antall of Hungary, and [Prime Minister] 
Mazowiecki of Poland. And the reason is 
because they had been aggressed against by 
a different Soviet Union in the past. They 
know what it is to be oppressed and to have 
aggression succeed. So, this was one of the 
reasons, I think, there was strong support 
for what we are doing in terms of a future 
world order. 

You heard President Mubarak refer to 
that. This, the integration of Arab countries 
into a CSCE process, wasn’t discussed but 
implicit in our optimistic assessment that 
once Iraq is out of the way—once the Iraq- 
Kuwait struggle is out of the way—we can 
have a new world order. And that new 
world order certainly offers a much better 
chance for peace for the Middle East. 

In terms of the Palestine question and in 
terms of what Mr. Shamir has said, I’ve 
learned something: not to comment until I 
actually see the quote. But the United 
States remains determined to be helpful, to 
be a catalyst in bringing peace to the West 
Bank question. And we are supportive—we 
have always been—of Security Council Res- 
olution 242. We tried very hard before this 
aggression by Iraq—which is unrelated in 
my view—but we tried very hard to be a 
catalyst for peace talks to get going. And let 
me just say here we are still determined to 
play a very useful role in a peaceful resolu- 
tion of this question. 

And it is not something that we have for- 
gotten. What I am equally determined to 
do is keep these two questions separate. 
There should not be any linkage. Saddam 
Hussein should not be able to hide behind 
the difficulty in one area so he can continue 
his aggression and brutality and torture in 
another. 


And so, there has been a separation, but 
let me reassure you, the United States re- 
mains extraordinarily interested and hope 
we can be helpful in a lasting solution— 
peaceful solution—to the whole question of 
the entire Middle East. 


Traq-U.S. Relations 


Q. President Mubarak, could I ask you, 
please, about the role of President Assad of 
Syria? We understand that you were instru- 
mental in urging Mr. Bush to meet with 
President Assad. I’d like to know why, sir. 
And Id also like to ask President Bush why 
it is that not all that long ago it was Saddam 
Hussein that the U.S. was dealing with in 
the Middle East and Assad who was on the 
outs, and now things have reversed them- 
selves. 

President Bush. Well, you want me to go 
first? I'd ask you to repeat the question, 
because I didn’t hear the first part of it. But 
if the question is why our outrage against 
Saddam Hussein today, when we had tried 
to improve relations—he hadn’t invaded 
Kuwait. He hadn’t raped, pillaged, and 
plundered the people in Kuwait and the 
city of Kuwait itself. He hadn’t violated this 
fundamental norm of international behav- 
ior. And indeed, other countries have tried 
to improve relations with him. And ours 
was one of them. I’ve said to you before, 
given what he’s done now, maybe that is 
something we shouldn’t have undertaken. 

Now, what was your. 

Syria’s Role 

Q. Well, the question was really the role 
reversal and the fact that Mr. Assad is the 
one who has been on the list of those re- 
sponsible—— 

President Bush. Mr. Assad is lined up 
with us with a commitment to force. 
Having seen those American kids in the 
desert yesterday, I will work with those that 
have stood forward and said, We are not 
going to permit Saddam Hussein’s aggres- 
sion to succeed. That doesn’t mean we have 
no differences with Syria; we’ve got big dif- 
ferences on certain categories, and I'll be 
glad to discuss them with President Hafiz 
Assad when I meet with him. 

But they are on the front line, or will be, 
standing up against this aggression. Out of 
this, I would only say I will work with those 
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countries whose very presence enhances 
our chance of success in reversing this ag- 
gression. As long as I have one American 
troop—one man, one woman left there in 
the armed forces in this Gulf, I will contin- 
ue to work closely with all those who stand 
up against this aggression. Then I reserve 
the right bilaterally to point out any differ- 
ences I have with a country, just as that 
country will probably, frankly, point out the 
differences they have with me. 

President Mubarak. | think the President 
has answered the question completely. I 
would like to add one more point: that 
Syria is considered in this area one of the 
key countries and a good supporter to the 
goals which we are supporting. So, we 
shouldn’t neglect her. 

Q. Could I follow that up, sir? 

Q. Mr. President—— 

President Bush. I’ve got three at once, I 
can’t hear. I’m confused. There’s three 
questions—— 

Q. President Mubarak, could I follow that 
up by simply asking you, sir, why you rec- 
ommended the meeting? It seems that, 
based on what President Bush said the 
other day, that the concern was that Presi- 
dent Assad was feeling left out, that it 
wasn’t profitable for President Bush to 
meet with him, and you wanted to change 
that. You wanted to bring Assad in, out of 
the closet, so to speak. 

President Mubarak. | said that President 
Assad is a key leader in this area. Secondly, 
President Assad is against the occupation of 
Kuwait. Third, President Assad has his 
forces now beside our forces and beside 
other Arab forces in Saudi Arabia for the 
purpose of liberating Kuwait. So, we 
shouldn’t neglect him. He is a very impor- 
tant partner there. 

Q. Was he feeling left out, sir? Was he 
feeling left out because President Bush 
wasn’t meeting him? 

President Mubarak. 1 think President 
Bush could answer you this question. But he 
is participating in the whole thing now in 
Saudi Arabia. 

President Bush. 1 don’t know whether 
he’s feeling left out or not, but as I say, he 
is an important coalition partner, and I 
think it is appropriate that we discuss many 
questions that relate to the brutal aggres- 
sion by Saddam Hussein against Kuwait. We 
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do have a common goal here, a common 
purpose here. And so, I’m looking forward 
to it. 

I can’t tell you—I had no signals on a 
personal level that he was feeling left out, 
but I think the people that I’ve talked to on 
this trip, including President Mubarak and 
including those I talked to in Saudi Arabia 
and elsewhere, feel that it is good—and 
talked to some in Europe about this behind 
the scenes—feel that it is good this meeting 
is taking place. Because there’s a lot of 
countries—different views on a lot of differ- 
ent questions—that are together on this one 
question, the reversal of the aggression. 
And I think there was some feeling in all 
these places that it was important to in- 
clude him in. They did not say whether he 
was feeling left—yes, sir. 


U.N. Resolutions 


Q. Concerning Mr. Baker’s [Secretary of 
State] visit to Yemen and the statement 
that followed, Mr. Bush, how far away are 
you now from achieving a U.N. resolution 
on the use of force? And if you fail to get 
one, is the United States willing to go with 
its allies in Saudi Arabia and in the Gulf, to 
go to war without U.N. backing? 

President Bush. Well, I was asked that 
question earlier on, and I do feel we have 
the authority to do what we have to do. But 
we have tried very hard to work within the 
U.N. confines, within the Security Council. 
And I am confident that we will be success- 
ful in the Security Council. 

The world is getting tired of this. And the 
Security Council is tired of the fact that 
resolutions have been passed calling for im- 
mediate withdrawal, and they haven’t been 
implemented; calling for recognition of the 
safety and the right to resupply an embassy, 
and that has not been complied with. And I 
can tell you, sir, I am getting increasingly 
frustrated about the treatment of the U.S. 
Embassy and the treatment of innocent hos- 
tages. 

So, I saw the report from our Secretary of 
State. We would like to get Yemen on 
board, and we'll keep working on that. I 
think it’s in the best interest of Yemen to 
stand up against aggression in whatever 
way is required. But the fact that one coun- 
try, which has approved some resolutions 
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and has not approved others, might have 
reservations about this one—that’s the way 
it is. But we’re going to keep working on it, 
and I think we’re very, very close now. 


Egypt-U.S. Relations 


Q. President Bush, you are seeking a U.N. 
mandate to force Iraq out of Kuwait. Would 
you prefer it setting a time limit, or rather 
not? And, with your permission, how would 
our mutual cooperation be more defined to 
cope with Egypt’s political and economic 
responsibilities in our region? Thank you. 

President Bush. Well, I think on the U.N. 
debate, we'll be discussing not only the 
need to consider further action but perhaps 
a timeframe. I’m not clear on that, and as I 
say, I want to work within the United Na- 
tions Security Council. In terms of Egypt, 
that’s a bilateral question. And I think we 
have good bilateral relations. 

I’m very pleased that the debt forgive- 
ness program is of benefit to the man on 
the street in Egypt. I know—I don’t want to 
put words in his mouth, but President Mu- 
barak expressed to me, asked me to express 
to the American people, his thanks for this. 
And this is a highly significant move that 
gives a certain flexibility to Egypt. 

But, look, let me just say we will continue 
to explore every way to work cooperatively 
with Egypt, whether it’s in the private 
sector, whether it’s through the various pro- 
grams that we have in effect. Because we 
have this international problem that draws 
us together now in the Gulf, the Gulf crisis, 
but we also have a longstanding relationship 
of working together on the bilateral prob- 
lems. And I think that that recent action by 
the Congress—and actively supported by 
the President, indeed, requested by the 
President—on debt forgiveness is just one 
more manifestation of that. 


Middle East Stability 


Q. What is after Kuwait? What is after 
Kuwait, whether it is solved peacefully or 
by force, what is after Kuwait? 

President Bush. Are you asking President 
Mubarak or me? 

Q. President Mubarak. 

President Bush. That’s great. [Laughter] 

President Mubarak. Of course, you know, 
after Kuwait, after solving the problem of 
Kuwait or exactly after liberating Kuwait, 


either withdrawal or using any other op- 
tions, there should be some kind of meas- 
ures to keep this area stable and to avoid 
any more tension and any more war. 

Q. And the borders? Something about the 
borders? 

President Mubarak. Remarking the bor- 
ders, if it is needed for Arab forces to stay 
there, this will start from the people of the 
Gulf themselves. Let them study it; let they 
propose what they need; let we find out 
what kind of decision could we reach. 


Syria’s Role 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to ask about 
Israel. You’re probably aware that many 
have reacted in Israel with a sense of insult 
that could you go meet Assad and not stop 
in Israel. I wonder if—given what you said 
today about the separation, I believe you 
put it, with policy there—that you in any 
way intended that message? 

President Bush. No, certainly not. I think 
the Prime Minister of Israel’s comments 
show a certain understanding about what 
I’m trying to do. We will continue to have 
meetings with Israel. So, I haven’t picked 
up anything like that at all. I’ve seen some 
press reports that express a difference. But, 
look, I’m focusing now on these meetings, 
on this trip, on this Gulf coalition. Syria is a 
part of it. Nobody should read more into it 
or less into it than that they are an impor- 
tant part of this coalition. So, I think that’s 
manageable. I’m hoping to see Prime Minis- 
ter Shamir when he comes to the United 
States, and indeed, we’re in very close con- 
tact all up and down our bureaucratic level. 
So, I’m glad you asked it because I hope 
there’s no misunderstanding. If there is, I’d 
like to lay it to rest. 

This relates to the reversal of aggression, 
and I happen to feel that not only is that in 
the interest of the United States, I think it’s 
in the interest of all countries, and that 
would include every country in the Middle 
East, which obviously includes the State of 
Israel. It is in their interest that we prevail, 
and it is in the interest of Syria, and it is in 
the interest of Egypt, and it is in the inter- 
est of the United States that we prevail 
against Saddam Hussein. That’s what this is 
about. And we are going to prevail, and I 
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never felt more sure of that than I do 
todas. 

Q. If I may follow. The question, as I’m 
sure you know with your expertise in for- 
eign affairs, is that you can do much of 
what you want to do diplomatically with a 
phone call, without a meeting that rewards 
terrorism. 

President Bush. That what? 

Q. If you wanted to meet, or if you 
wanted to speak to President Assad about 
the Gulf situation, you could do that, as you 
often do, with a telephone call. But the alle- 
gation is that if you meet him personal- 
ly—— 

President Bush. I’ve already had a tele- 
phone call with him. Now we're going to 
have a meeting. That should no way indi- 
cate that there are no differences between 
the United States and Syria on a wide array 
of questions. There are; everybody knows 
that. But we are together on this question, 
and now I want to be sure that we are 
solidly together in every way. And that is in 
the interest of every country. 

President Mubarak. Could I add some 
words? 

President Bush. Yes, please. 

President Mubarak. 1 think no prob- 
lem—it’s not a big problem just to—that 
President Bush could meet with President 
Assad. As far as their meeting for peace 
questions, we should encourage that. The 
whole world needs peace. Whenever there 
is peace, there is stability. And a telephone 
call—there is great difference between solv- 
ing the problem, some problems, with tele- 
phone calls and sitting with each other and 
have direct talks. .This may be, in some 
issues, very effective. Thank you. 

President Bush. This, I'm told by our 
leader over here on the right, not on the 
left this time, is the last question. 


New World Order 


Q. You said, President Bush, that a new 
world order would emerge once the Gulf 
crisis has been solved. How do you envisage 
this new world order? 

President Bush. Well, | envisage it, one, 
where the whole—once we’re—let me start 
over. Once we set back this aggression, and 
once it is clear that the security and the 
stability of the Gulf are enhanced by what- 
ever arrangements are set into place—once 
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that this invading dictator gets out of 
Kuwait—then I think that it’s clear we're 
going to have an opportunity, given the di- 
versity of this coalition, to work more close- 
ly together. And part of that—I want to see 
a solution to the question of the West Bank, 
for example. But I think if we work coop- 
eratively as are—with our common sights 
set—this aggressor will not succeed—it 
opens up all kinds of possibilities for a new 
world order. 

We're already seeing that world order 
means world. And we’re beginning to see 
that with what happened out of the—well, 
just as a result of the actions that led up to 
this successful CSCE meeting. I’m going 
down to South America, and the evolving 
democracies there are strengthening their 
economies, and we’ve got a program that I 
think will be very helpful there. 

But as it relates to the Middle East, I 
think we’ve got all kinds of potentials for 
peace, given the fact that we’ve come to- 
gether almost unanimously, standing up 
against this brutal dictator. And out of that 
and out of the contexts that go with that, I 
hope we can be catalytic in solving other 
problems, and I think that will lead to a 
new world order that has much better 
chance for peace for our children and our 
grandchildren. 

So, that is the optimistic part of all of this. 
Right now we're facing a brutal dictator, 
and we’ve got to do something about it—a 
man that’s holding hostages and all of this. 
It’s just unconscionable what the man is 
doing. But as we unite and as we prove to 
be successful—and we will be successful—I 
think we can then see all around this con- 
cept that aggression will not pay, that we 
have a better shot for world peace. And I 
will work my hardest to be sure that the 
United States plays an active role in that, 
whether it be in the Middle East or wheth- 
er it be in the rest of the world. 

That is the exciting part. The more trou- 
bling aspect is how do we get this brutal 
dictator out of Kuwait now? And that one 
we've been talking about. 

President Mubarak. Thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you all. 


Note: President Mubarak spoke at 12:35 p.m. 
in the main hall of Itihahdia Palace. Prior to 
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their remarks, the two Presidents met pri- 
vately and with U.S. and Egyptian officials 
at Qubba Palace. 


Exchange With Reporters in Geneva, 
Switzerland, Prior to a Meeting With 
President Hafiz al-Assad of Syria 


November 23, 1990 


Media Relations 


Q. What do you think about Israel’s disap- 
pointment, Mr. President? 

Q. Gentlemen, if Saddam Hussein [Presi- 
dent of Iraq] does not cooperate and with- 
draw, is war inevitable? 

President Bush. | explained to the Presi- 
dent that I do not take questions at what is 
billed as a photo opportunity. Of course, I 
also said that he’s free to take questions if 
he wants. But I hope all will excuse me, but 
that’s—understand the groundrules. 

Q. President Assad, will you commit your 
troops to an offensive action? 

President Assad. Do you expect in such a 
big press conference that we speak about 
offensive or defensive action? [Laughter] 

Q. Yes. 

Q. Yes. 

Q. Do you think we'll have another op- 
portunity? 

President Assad. Always politicians and 
statesmen would like to speak to pressmen 
so that they do not arouse their anger. But 
they like to give statements in the right 
times, in the suitable times. Who knows, 
there may come some good times to give 
you some statements. 

Q. Inshallah [God willing]. [Laughter] 

President Bush. That’s Helen Thomas, 
United Press. Thank you all very much. 
We’ve got a lot of business to do. 

President Assad. Do not forget what has 
been said. Do not carry home—— 

President Bush. Thank you all very 
much. It was wonderful. Thank you. 
[Laughter] 

President Assad. These words will not 
appear in pictures. [Laughter] 

President Bush. They may appear on one 
of these things, though. They pick up every- 
thing we say. [Laughter] 


Q. But what about Europe? Excuse me, 
we are in Europe. 

President Bush. 1 am pleased to be in 
Europe. 


Note: The exchange took place at 7 p.m. in 
the Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza Hotel. Fol- 
lowing the meeting, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Camp David, MD. A tape 
was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President Hafiz al-Assad of Syria 


November 23, 1990 


President Bush and President Assad met 
for approximately 3 hours in Geneva. They 
had a discussion that can be accurately 
characterized as full and frank and that cov- 
ered in depth a broad range of bilateral and 
regional concerns. 

On the situation in the Gulf, the two 
Presidents agreed that Iraq’s occupation of 
Kuwait is unacceptable, as are any partial 
solutions. They expressed their preference 
for a peaceful solution of the crisis in con- 
formity with Arab League and U.N. resoly- 
tions. They also agreed that Iraq should re- 
ceive no reward for its aggression and that 
Kuwait’s territory and legitimate govern- 
ment must be restored fully. 

On Lebanon, the two Presidents noted 
areas of progress and emphasized the ne- 
cessity for the implementation of the Taif 
accords. 

President Bush and President Assad also 
discussed the Middle East peace process 
and the importance of moving ahead con- 
sistent with United Nations Resolutions 242 
and 338. 

President Bush urged Syria to do every- 
thing in its power to help bring about the 
release of all hostages being held in Leba- 
non. The two leaders also discussed human 
rights issues. 

Last, the two Presidents had an extended 
conversation on the question of terrorism, 
agreeing to continue the U.S.-Syrian dialog 
with the goal of achieving positive results. 
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Remarks at the Arrival Ceremony in 
Monterrey, Mexico 


November 26, 1990 


To President Salinas and Mrs. Salinas, to 
Governor and Mrs. Trevino, Mayor Rizzo, 
Mrs. Rizzo, friends and neighbors, and all 
the wonderful people of Monterrey, thank 
you for that welcome. Barbara and I are 
honored by all you’ve done, for all of the 
work that has gone into preparations for 
our visit. Muchas Gracias [Thank you very 
much]. 

It is an honor to stand with you, before 
this magnificent palace, at such a promising 
moment in our shared history. For I believe 
that our two peoples are now on the eve of 
an era more cooperative and more prosper- 
ous than ever we have known before. 

In this plaza, I can stand before Mexico’s 
greatest heroes: Hidalgo and Morelos, who 
set this great nation on the road to inde- 
pendence; Ju4rez and Escobedo, who de- 
fined and defended the principles of justice 
and freedom that guide Mexico even to this 
day; and above all, the Mexican people 
themselves—all of you here tonight—who 
are the lifeblood of this great city and of 
this great nation. 

So, I’ve come to Mexico tonight with a 
message of respect, of admiration, and hope 
for a brighter future shared by our two 
countries. And I am very pleased to be 
working closely with your dynamic and cre- 
ative President, Carlos Salinas. He is the 
architect of a breathtaking economic trans- 
formation, and he is a great world leader. 
In his inaugural address, he expressed his 
“certainty that Mexico—because of its histo- 
ry, dimensions, and the quality of its 
people—deserves to hold a stronger posi- 
tion among the nations of the world.” Presi- 
dent Salinas, I agree. And because of your 
Presidency, Mexico does hold a stronger po- 
sition among the nations of the world. 

In our consultations, President Salinas and 
I are discussing how we can achieve a 
brighter and more prosperous future for 
both of our nations. I believe that U.S.- 
Mexican relations have never been better. 
And let me tell you, as President of the 
United States, this relationship is of vital 
importance to my country. We will never 
neglect it. We are neighbors, and we are 
friends. 
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We want to work together toward the 
free and open trade so vital to creating jobs 
and enterprise in your economy and our 
own. We want to look for new progress 
against the scourge of drugs, so threatening 
to our youth. We have a precious environ- 
ment to protect and future generations to 
educate. 

And there are challenges, too, in the 
world beyond our borders. Reconstruction 
in Central America, the restoration of stabil- 
ity in the Persian Gulf region, the successful 
conclusion of world trade talks—these are 
all issues that President Salinas and I are 
discussing together. 

We are joined by our faith in freedom. 
And in the words of a great son of Mexico, 
Octavio Paz, liberty “is a movement of con- 
sciousness that leads us, at certain moments, 
to utter one or two words: Yes, or no.” And 
together, let us say yes to liberty. And let us 
commence a new era for both our nations 
where what stretches between us is not a 
barrier but a bridge. 

And so, with candor and mutual respect 
as our guides, let us cross over into a new 
era of shared progress and prosperity—for a 
stronger Mexico and a stronger United 
States and a better world. 

Thank you for this warm reception. God 
bless the people of Monterrey. God bless 
the people of Mexico. And God bless the 
whole world in peace. And viva Mexico! 
Thank you. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 6:15 p.m. at 
Heroes Plaza. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Discussions With 
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari in 
Agualeguas, Mexico 

November 26, 1990 


President Bush and President Salinas had 
lunch at the Salinas family home in Aguale- 
guas and discussed a number of bilateral 
and regional issues. President Bush enjoyed 
the family home environment and the stay 
in this picturesque Mexican town. It was 
another opportunity, in an informal envi- 
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ronment, for the two leaders to discuss the 
warm relationship between the United 
States and Mexico. 

Much of their discussion focused on the 
free-trade agreement and the status of talks 
that have been held so far. Both Presidents 
are interested in pursuing the agreement as 
fast as possible and attach high priority to 
its successful conclusion. 

President Bush and President Salinas also 
discussed increased cooperation in the war 
against drug trafficking, and they empha- 
sized a commitment to do everything possi- 
ble to end border violence. 

The leaders discussed the situation in El 
Salvador, agreeing to press for a cease-fire 
and a negotiated settlement to the situation. 

These issues and others will be discussed 
in greater detail at tomorrow morning’s 
business session and the plenary meeting 
involving Cabinet officers in both countries. 
President Bush believes the first day has 
been enormously successful and appreciates 
the generous hospitality of President Salinas 
and the Mexican people. Both the President 
and Mrs. Bush were overwhelmed by the 
warmth and enthusiasm of the crowds that 
greeted them in Monterrey and the num- 
bers of citizens who followed their motor- 
cade into the city. It was a very heartwarm- 
ing welcome to be received in such an en- 
thusiastic manner. 


Remarks to Community Members in 
Monterrey, Mexico 


November 27, 1990 


President and Cecilia Salinas, Secretary 
Solana, Ambassadors Petricioli and Negro- 
ponte, members of both Cabinets, we are 
delighted to be here. And at the outset of 
these remarks, may I thank everyone re- 
sponsible for providing us with this magnifi- 
cent forum in this magnificent theater and 
to thank the guests who are here—Presi- 
dent Salinas telling me that they come from 
all across the country. We are honored, and 
I am very proud to be here. 

Mr. President, Barbara and I are touched 
and deeply impressed by the wonderful re- 
ception that we’ve been given by the 
people of your home State, from Charreada 


in Agualeguas to the bustling crowds of 
Monterrey. For our part, it’s great to see 
Saddleback Mountain and to be with the 
civic leaders of this truly magnificent city, 
this truly great country. And it’s also a 
pleasure to again spend time with your 
President. From the chambers of the 
United Nations to the halls of the Kremlin 
to the palaces of Paris and Prague, the 
world recognizes that Mexico has one of the 
most dynamic and creative leaders of our 
generation, your President, President Sali- 
nas. When I say “our generation,” I’ve got 
to be a little careful about this young Presi- 
dent. [Laughter] 

Little surprise, then, that one of my first 
acts as President-elect was to meet with 
your President in Barbara and my home- 
town of Houston, Texas. Yesterday Presi- 
dent Salinas returned the favor by sharing 
with us the beauty of his hometown. And it 
was there in Agualeguas that I saw many 
similarities of our backgrounds. Both of us 
are the sons of Senators. Both of us were 
raised to believe in public service. And both 
of us know that what is true for two people 
is true for two nations: Friendship makes us 
stronger. 

I know that my country is also stronger 
because of Mexico’s contribution to our cul- 
tural heritage—a rich bequest of architec- 
ture, language, and culture. And in a more 
personal way, it’s a heritage bestowed on 
the Bush family. Our son Jeb has lived in 
your country. His wife Columba was born 
in your country, grew up in Leén and 
Guanajuato. And their union has given Bar- 
bara and me three beloved grandchildren. 
So, when I speak of Americans and Mexi- 
cans, I can only say: Somos una familia—we 
are one family. 

Of course, we're still distinct societies 
with very different identities, as we should 
be. But we've, at long last, discarded hollow 
fears and wornout cliches. And as the world 
watches, we’re working together in a spirit 
of mutual respect. 

The world is. also watching because Presi- 
dent Salinas is leading Mexico through an 
era of exciting, unprecedented reform. Like 
the Aztec eagle, Mexico is rising again as a 
2ist-century giant, greater than ever. The 
Mexican renaissance has begun. 
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Right from the start, President Salinas, his 
fellow leaders, and the Mexican people 
have shown unflagging courage, even in the 
midst of a grave financial crisis, high infla- 
tion, and a devastating hurricane. Such 
courage does not go unrewarded, and that’s 
why Mexico is growing stronger by the day. 

The world celebrates the impressive suc- 
cess Mexico has achieved in opening its 
economy so quickly, in restructuring its 
debt more creatively, and in reforming its 
national economy more wisely. These are 
bold moves, but we live in a time that de- 
mands bold action. 

The world has not seen such rapid 
change since the last meeting in Monterrey 
between a U.S. President and a Mexican 
President. In 1943, when President Frank- 
lin Delano Roosevelt came here to consult 
with President Avila Camacho, we were 
allies in a life-or-death struggle against tyr- 
anny. That war ended in 1945. Another 
struggle, a cold war, came to a peaceful end 
in 1990. Yet even as the challenges change, 
the nature of our relationship as colleagues, 
neighbors, and friends endures and grows. 
This is what we mean by the spirit of Hous- 
ton and Monterrey. 

And it is in this spirit of friendship that 
we can work together to confront new chal- 
lenges: to advance democracy and human 
rights, to provide for the economic prosper- 
ity and well-being of our citizens, to strug- 
gle together to protect our youth from 
drugs, and to protect our common environ- 
ment from pollution. 

As we meet, we are poised to conclude 
negotiations on international trade that will 
bring greater opportunity to our peoples. 
We must press now for the successful con- 
clusion of the world trade talks known as 
the Uruguay round of GATT [General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade]. The criti- 
cal moment is at hand; we must not let the 
Uruguay round fail. As two of the world’s 
largest economies, we must insist that all 
our trading partners act in a spirit of fair- 
ness and openness. We know all too well 
that trade-distorting subsidies and artificial 
barriers create winners and losers before 
the game even begins. We must insist that 
trade with the nations of Europe, Asia, and 
elsewhere at the very least be conducted on 
a level playing field. 
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Certainly, we’ve seen what trade liberal- 
ization can do just between two countries. 
Since Mexico entered GATT and lowered 
its tariffs, our two-way trade has boomed, 
from $34.8 billion in 1987 to over $50 bil- 
lion in 1989; and figures are still climbing in 
1990. 

The maquiladora industry alone boasts of 
more than 1,700 plants, all generating for- 
eign exchange for Mexico. The reason? Go 
to the leading automotive or electronics 
plants here in northern Mexico, and you'll 
find standards that are not excelled any- 
where in the world. The world is demand- 
ing quality, and the U.S. and Mexican work- 
ers can provide it. 

But the size and sophistication of U.S.- 
Mexico trade today only hints at our poten- 
tial. We can create and share unprecedent- 
ed prosperity and jobs. That is why we both 
want to conclude a bilateral free-trade 
agreement. 

This agreement will not only allow us to 
expand markets, it will allow us to expand 
opportunity. Together, we can allow two 
economies to work in complementary ways. 
Together, we can produce goods and serv- 
ices that are world-class competitive. Free 
trade is good for the United States and good 
for Mexico—good for American workers 
and good for the workers of Mexico. I really 
look forward to the day when we will meet 
to sign our names to a free-trade agreement 
that will write a new page in North Ameri- 
can history. 

But while we endorse expanded trade, 
we reject the idea of a world divided into 
two isolated trading blocs. The United 
States and Mexico must set an example for 
all nations. In my Enterprise for the Ameri- 
cas Initiative, I sketched out a vision of a 
hemisphere open to the free movement of 
goods, services, and ideas, from Anchorage 
to Montevideo. This is a vision that Presi- 
dent Salinas shares, for he knows that 
Mexico is a critical link in this chain of 
progress. 

Your great poet and Nobel laureate Octa- 
vio Paz wrote that “Mexico has been, and 
is, a boundary between peoples and civiliza- 
tions. Boundaries, however, are not only 
disjunctive obstacles, they are also bridges.” 
So, let our work together build ever more 
bridges to join North and South. 
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But of course, our bilateral cooperation 
extends far beyond commerce. Our peoples 
live in peace and freedom; but halfway 
around the world, a brutal, unprovoked ag- 
gression shattered the peaceful desert sky. 
Once again, Mexico and the United States 
stand united in rejecting aggression, this 
time, that of the dictator of Iraq [President 
Saddam Hussein]. Mexico is opposing this 
aggression with a strong and respected 
voice in the United Nations and by increas- 
ing its contribution to the world oil market. 
And so, I am here today to thank Mexico 
and thank your President and to salute the 
Mexican people for your world leadership. 

What could not be done in the past can 
be done today. The world of global conflict 
is giving way to a new world order of global 
cooperation. 

Next week, when I visit your sister repub- 
lics in South America, I’ll discuss the histor- 
ic nuclear nonproliferation treaty pioneered 
by Mexico in 1967. This treaty has played 
an important role in keeping this hemi- 
sphere free of the dangerous competition of 
nuclear weapons that threatens so many 
other regions of the world. 

But there’s another threat to the peace, 
one that’s more subtle, one that knows no 
nationality and respects no borders. I’m 
talking about drugs and the violence they 
bring, that President Salinas so eloquently 
spoke about a minute ago. Both President 
Salinas and I have committed our govern- 
ments to a decisive victory over drug traf- 
ficking. 

Like all conflicts, the drug war claims cas- 
ualties. Each time a hero falls, it doesn’t 
matter if he loses his life on my side or your 
side of the border. Let no one doubt our 
resolve. We will not be divided against each 
other, dissuaded from seeking justice, or 
frightened into submission. We must not 
flag or fail. We must and we will win to- 
gether this war on drugs. 

I think we’ve always known it, but we 
know now that what affects one of us af- 
fects both of us. This is no less true when it 
comes to our common environment—criti- 
cal to the future of both our nations. A few 
weeks ago, I signed the first comprehensive 
clean air legislation in 13 years, new legisla- 
tion that will benefit not just my country 
but the whole world. We’re also working 
with you to improve air quality in our large 


cities and reduce pollution along our 
common border. If I may paraphrase your 
President, the children of Los Angeles and 
Mexico City deserve blue skies by day and 
stars to wish upon by night. That bright and 
hopeful future must be our mission because 
our children and their children deserve 
nothing less. 

Your President and I also understand that 
cur two nations have much to share in a 
greater marketplace: the marketplace of 
ideas. That’s why we’ve created the U.S.- 
Mexico Commission for Educational and 
Cultural Cooperation, a new way to pro- 
mote a dialog among our scholars and our 
artists and our educators. And when our 
brightest men and women confer, I believe 
that one of the things they will tell us is 
this: We’re facing a new century, so let us 
begin this new century not simply as neigh- 
bors but as friends. Let us begin this new 
century not as mere partners in trade but 
as partners in leadership. 

Standing alone, we're still the nations that 
produced giants of leadership like Washing- 
ton and Hidalgo, giants of freedom like Lin- 
coln and Juarez, and giants of the spirit like 
Carl Sandburg and Octavio Paz. But as 
great as our two nations are when we stand 
together, we are never taller than when we 
stand for principle. 

Once again, thank you for this extraordi- 
narily gracious hospitality. May God bless 
you all and the peoples of the United States 
and Mexico. Thank you very, very much. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 11:15 a.m. at 
the Teatro de la Ciudad. In his opening 
remarks, he referred to President Carlos Sa- 
linas de Gortari’s wife, Cecilia; Secretary of 
Foreign Relations Fernando Solana Morales 
of Mexico; Gustavo Petricioli, Mexico’s Am- 
bassador to the United States; and John D. 
Negroponte, U.S. Ambassador to Mexico. 


Remarks at a Meeting With Mexican 
and American Business Leaders in 
Monterrey, Mexico 


November 27, 1990 


Thank you, my friends. Thank you, Mr. 
Minister, Jaime Serra, for that kind intro- 
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duction, and to all of you for that warm 
reception. Mr. Sada, I enjoyed your re- 
marks, sir, and thank you for your com- 
ments about Texas. I expect Bob Mosbacher 
would respond also in this way, or our Sec- 
retary of State Jim Baker, and quite a few 
others in our administration. 

But I am just delighted to be here. And 
really, in Monterrey I have felt the warmth 
of the friendship that has grown between 
our countries. I like to feel it’s always been 
there. But I can tell you at the outset of 
these brief remarks, I don’t ever remember 
a time when Mexican and U.S. relations 
were better. They are superb, and I’m 
going to keep working my heart out to 
make them even better still. 

I want to salute the business people from 
Mexico and again express my appreciation 
to the business leaders from the United 
States that are with us today. We had a very 
important breakfast. This meeting, I’m told, 
has gotten into a lot of technical questions; 
and if we do have time for questions after- 
ward and you ask me about flower duties or 
something of that nature, I will pass the 
question off to our able Ambassador Carla 
Hills or our able Secretary Bob Mosbacher. 

But you know, preparing for this trip, I 
noted that 47 years ago, 1943, the last 
American President to visit Monterrey, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, told of his hopes that 
one day every Mexican and American Presi- 
dent would feel at “liberty to visit each 
other just as neighbors visit each other”— 
and he went on—‘“just as neighbors talk 
things over and get to know one another.” 
Today that ideal of a special relationship 
between the United States and Mexico is no 
longer a dream; it is real. It’s as real as the 
spirit and drive, the compassion and the 
courage of this great President of yours, 
President Salinas, and of the Mexican 
people themselves. 

Bernal Diaz, a great 16th century writer, 
once wrote of Mexico that “never in the 
world would there be discovered other 
lands such as these.” The Mexico of 1990 
lives up to that early vision. Yours is a land 
of beauty, the boundless energy of a cre- 
ative people. It’s a land of optimism and a 
land of infinite opportunity. You're a nation 
proud of yesterday and hopeful for the 
future, and it’s a future that the United 
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States wants to participate in. We want to 
share in that future. 

It’s easy to see why Mexico is so strong 
and why the relationship between our two 
nations has never been better, never been 
more important. Today more people than 
ever before are establishing between us 
stronger social, cultural, and economic ties. 

Today our governments are working 
closely to win this war on drugs, a war that 
takes a terrible toll on the lifeblood of both 
Mexico and the United States. Our law en- 
forcement officials have been meeting regu- 
larly with their counterparts in Mexico and 
working very closely together. Their efforts 
are beginning to pay off, as we see more 
illegal drugs seized than ever before. 

We also see more and more universities 
on both sides of the border developing ex- 
change programs as we work to encourage 
intellectual achievement and better under- 
standing between our peoples. And we’re 
working together on a host of common en- 
deavors to protect our environment. 

But it is difficult to imagine any theme 
more vital than the one that I’m told you 
have been discussing here this morning: 
how the private sector can create and 
expand the economic resources that sustain 
our relationship as a whole. I can tell you 
that I am convinced that the most impor- 
tant step that we can take together as two 
nations and as two peoples with drive and 
determination is the conclusion of this free- 
trade agreement between the United States 
and Mexico. 

You know that agreement is important 
because free trade means more jobs and 
productivity for both Mexicans and Ameri- 
cans. You understand the economic impor- 
tance of the United States; and America, 
too, realizes the importance of Mexico. Con- 
sider that Mexico is now America’s third 
largest trading partner—$52 billion in trade 
in 1989—and this year’s number I under- 
stand will be even higher. Since every bil- 
lion dollars of exports creates roughly 
25,000 jobs, more cooperation means more 
prosperity for more people. 

I know there’s no blueprint, no one-size- 
fits-all approach, to progress and reform. 
Each nation must decide how best to 
achieve economic growth. But it was Presi- 
dent Salinas who said in his recent State of 
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the Union Address: “Mexico doesn’t want to 
be a third world nation. It wants to be a 
first world nation.” He understands that 
prosperity in this hemisphere depends on 
trade, not aid. Already, your automotive, 
electronic, tourism, and other industries 
have shown world-class procuctive capabil- 
ity. And when you grow, we grow. A 
Mexico that wants to get out and compete 
has selling power, but it also has buying 
power. And that’s a good Mexico—good for 
America. 

Negotiating this free-trade agreement is 
not going to be easy. You’re going to hear 
criticism—we all will—just as we did when 
we negotiated our free-trade agreement 
with our neighbors to the north, with 
Canada. But we should remember what 
trade liberalization can and already has 
done. In 1988, Mexico entered the GATT 
[General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade], 
and our bilateral trade with Mexico soared 
to over $50 billion—up $17 billion from the 
year before the GATT entry. 

Virtually everyone favors free trade and 
fair trade, but not everyone has the vision 
to make it a reality. I believe that we do; I 
believe that Mexico and the United States 
do. And I ask you not only to help make it 
happen but to make it succeed. Both our 
peoples can then look to a future of peace 
and prosperity—a proud future for two na- 
tions sharing not just common borders, not 
just common ideals, but a friendship that 
will last for generations. 

I can’t tell you what a joy it was yester- 
day to be in President Salinas’ home with 
our family and his family. It was more than 
symbolic because of the hospitality—was 
just exceptional. But I think it sent a 
signal—I hope it did send a signal—that we 
are true friends, North and South, Mexico 
and the United States of America. We have 
so much in common. 

I want to thank you all for your kindness. 
I want to thank you for participating in this 
important forum. I want to thank you on 
my wife’s behalf for this exceptional hospi- 
tality on this truly wonderful visit. And I 
want to express my thanks once again to 
President Salinas, to Minister Jaime Serra. 
And God bless the great nation of Mexico. 
Thank you all very, very much. 


[At this point, an audience member asked a 
question in Spanish.] 


The President. In the first place, I don’t 
think that protectionism in our country is 
very strong. As the gigantic United States 
economy slows down—it may slow down 
even more—it concerns me that some in 
our country and some in our Congress 
might turn inward to what you properly 
label as a protectionist mode. I don’t think 
it is a major problem. And the reason I 
don’t is because, in part, of our relatively 
slow, gigantic economy—some will tell you 
parts of our country are in recession; others 
are saying it’s just very, very close to very 
fractional growth. But nevertheless, in spite 
of these differences, our exports are very, 
very strong. 

And I think most Americans realize that 
if we are going to export we better not be 
protectionists. You can’t have it both ways. 
We shouldn’t want to have it both ways. So, 
I don’t think, as we go forward on a free- 
trade agreement, that it’s going to get 
caught up in the evil vise of U.S. protection- 
ism. 

I think one thing that would be extraordi- 
narily helpful in that regard is a successful 
conclusion of the GATT round, the Uruguay 
round, because I think that would send a 
very strong signal. 

And if we are successful, we’re going to 
have—Ambassador Hills, Secretary Mos- 
bacher, and myself as President—we’re 
going to have some problems with certain 
elements, certain groups, in the United 
States Congress. But I am convinced that a 
successful negotiation in conclusion of the 
Uruguay round will be approved strongly 
by the Congress, and I think it would be 
extraordinarily helpful in setting back any 
enthusiasm for protection that might exist 
in our country. 

Recently, I had to veto a piece of legisla- 
tion which I’m sure you’re familiar with re- 
garding textiles. Now, that was a manifesta- 
tion of protectionism—lingering protection- 
ism, you might say. But the veto was sus- 
tained. It was just before an election. The 
popular vote was the other way, opposite 
my position, and I understood this. But the 
veto was sustained. And this President will 
continue to veto protectionist legislation. I 
may not get majorities in the Congress, but 


1921 





Nov. 27 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


I think I will have enough support in the 
Congress to see that we don’t throw up any 
legal impediments to the work that’s going 
forward on the Mexican-U.S. free-trade 
agreement. 

So, I’m glad you raised it. It is a concern. 
It is not an overwhelming concern. I think 
it’s something that can be managed. And I 
feel, from talking to a lot of Members of 
Congress and to some of our own people 
about this, that there is genuine enthusiasm 
for this project that would override any ves- 
tiges of protectionism. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. in 
the ballroom at the Casino Monterrey. In 
his opening remarks, he referred to Secre- 
tary of Commerce Jaime José Serra Puche of 
Mexico; Bernardo Garza Sada, prominent 
Mexican businessman; Secretary of Com- 
merce Robert A. Mosbacher; and U.S. Trade 
Representative Carla A. Hills. 


Toast at the State Luncheon Hosted by 
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari in 
Monterrey, Mexico 


November 27, 1990 


President Salinas, if I may, I want to 
thank you for your hospitality and friend- 
ship, and your counsel and your commit- 
ment to a stronger relationship between 
our two countries. 

For both President Salinas and I, home is 
no more than 200 miles from our common 
border. He referred to this. We both grew 
up in families with a heritage of public serv- 
ice, and we were inaugurated at the same 
time in history. When we first met in Hous- 
ton in 1988, neither of us had yet assumed 
office, but both were fully aware of the 
challenges facing us in the relationships be- 
tween our nations. 

No country is more important to the 
United States than Mexico is. The United 
States bears the imprint of your culture. 
Your nation is our third largest trading part- 
ner. Twelve million Americans—twelve mil- 
lion—call Mexico their cultural homeland. 
We've faced many challenges together, 
whether it’s the conflict of Central America 
or the drug lords in the Andes. 
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In our Houston meeting and in our many 
meetings since then, you’ve always brought 
Mexico’s perspective into positive focus, 
pointing the way to the kind of communica- 
tion and cooperation that has benefited us 
both so much. And now we’re on the verge 
of negotiating an historic free-trade agree- 
ment, the symbol of how far our two coun- 
tries have come in learning to understand, 
respect, and work with one another. This 
agreement will unleash powerful energies 
in both economies. Countless new ventures 
will emerge. More jobs, higher standards of 
living, and greater productivity will make 
us both more competitive in the global 
arena. 

As you said in your State of the Union 
Message, “We want to harness the new 
winds of change that are blowing beyond 
our borders.” And without ignoring risks, 
you celebrated new freedoms, and you saw 
fresh hope. 

Mr. President, as I leave Monterrey, my 
views are reinforced. I share your views en- 
thusiastically. We’re not on an easy path, 
but I firmly believe we are on the right 
one. And I sincerely hope that our two na- 
tions share the same path of freedom and 
opportunity for years to come. 

And so, in the spirit of Houston and Mon- 
terrey, I raise my glass to a great leader and 
a great nation, a man who has raised Mexi- 
can-U.S. relations to a new level, to Presi- 
dent Carlos Salinas de Gortari and to 
Mexico. 

God bless you all, and thank you for a 
wonderful visit. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. in 
the courtyard of the Governor’s Palace. Fol- 
lowing the luncheon, he participated in a 
departure ceremony at General Mariano Es- 
cobedo International Airport and returned 
to Washington, DC. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 


Mexico-United States Joint Statement 
November 27, 1990 


JOINT PRESS STATEMENT AT THE CONCLU- 
SION OF PRESIDENT BUSH’S STATE VISIT TO 
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MEXICO HELD IN MONTERREY ON NOVEM- 
BER 27, 1990. 


At the invitation of President Carlos Sali- 
nas de Gortari, President George Bush of 
the United States of America paid a state 
visit to Mexico, November 26-27, 1990. 
During this visit the two Presidents ex- 
changed views on an extensive agenda of 
common interest. 

Both Presidents, reflecting the climate of 
friendship and cordiality of relations be- 
tween the two countries and the intention 
reaffirmed by both heads of state in previ- 
ous meetings for this climate to materialize 
in concrete results to enhance the symbols 
of good neighborliness, held a friendly and 
cordial dialogue on the most important 
issues on the bilateral agenda as well as on 
regional and global matters. 

Presidents Bush and Salinas de Gortari 
underscored that the best means to 
strengthen bilateral relations in the future 
is through dialogue with mutual respect for 
each other’s sovereignty. They stressed 
their conviction that bilateral relations 
should be evaluated as a whole, without al- 
lowing any single issue, regardless of its 
complexity, to detract from the need for 
maintaining such a dialogue, in order to 
ensure that relations remain at their 
present optimum level. 

The diversity and complexity of Mexico- 
United States affairs should be viewed as a 
challenge and as an opportunity that en- 
courage nations to pay unceasing attention 
to this relationship and to take effective 
measures to solve problems still pending. 

In reviewing recent achievements, the 
Presidents noted the progress achieved in 
areas such as trade, financial cooperation, 
border issues, the fight against international 
drug traffic and abuse, cooperation for envi- 
ronmental protection, and strengthening of 
cultural and educational exchange, and 
tourism. The Presidents also stated that 
such achievements are largely due to the 
excellent cooperation between the Govern- 
ments within the framework of the bina- 
tional commission, through which a substan- 
tial number of Cabinet members of both 
countries and leaders of U.S. agencies and 
Mexican decentralized organizations can 
meet to hold a dialogue at least once a year. 


Free Trade Agreement 


In the area of the rapidly expanding 
trade and investment, the Presidents reaf- 
firmed their commitment in regard to the 
need to promote trade liberalization and to 
continue consultations towards a free trade 
agreement between Mexico and the United 
States, contemplating the way in which 
Canada might consider joining such negoti- 
ations. 


Enterprise for the Americas and Uruguay 
Round 


The Presidents also focused on the cur- 
rent status of consultations with Latin 
American countries about the Enterprise 
for the Americas, and reaffirmed their com- 
mitment to a successful conclusion of the 
Uruguay round. 


Border Issues 


The Presidents’ discussion included a gen- 
eral examination of issues concerning their 
common border, noting that it is one of the 
most heavily utilized in the world. 

Both governments, having agreed to fa- 
cilitate the rapid passage through ports of 
entry, and conscious of the vital importance 
for border communities of both nationalities 
of prompt attention in the ports of entry of 
the two countries, and affirming their inter- 
est in achieving improved facilitation of 
services, including operating hours, ex- 
pressed their satisfaction with the establish- 
ment of new border ports, and with the 
progress in the construction of the Zara- 
goza-Ysleta, Colombia-Dolores and Lucio 
Blanco-Los Indios bridges, as well as the 
authorization for nine new ports of entry. 

The Presidents shared their concern 
about the cases of violence on both sides of 
the border. They strongly condemned such 
acts of violence and instructed their respec- 
tive authorities to propose, through the sub- 
group on consular affairs and protection of 
the binational commission and other timely 
high-level meetings, joint recommendations 
calling for new specific mechanisms with 
the objectives of arriving at a satisfactory 
solution of pending cases and creating 
awareness in order to prevent the repeti- 
tion of such incidents in the future. 
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Tuna Exports 


President Salinas informed President 
Bush of his concern about the impact of the 
tuna embargo on Mexico. President Bush 
noted the recent judicial action in support 
of the administration’s position that the em- 
bargo be stayed, and pledged to work coop- 
eratively with Mexico bilaterally and other 
nations to seek alternative solutions to this 
problem, including a multilateral conven- 
tion. 

On the same subject, President Salinas 
ratified his Government’s intention of 
taking part in multilateral agreements— 
based on equity and appropriate scientific 
evidence—for the conservation of marine 
species, including tuna and marine mam- 
mals. 


The War Against Drug Trafficking and 
Drug Abuse 


In reference to the fight against interna- 
tional drug trafficking, Presidents Salinas 
and Bush reaffirmed their conviction that 
only through efficient international coop- 
eration, based on strict respect for each 
country’s sovereignty, can drug trafficking 
be fought, and at the same time the 
demand for drugs reduced. 

The Presidents underscored that in this 
war it is the exclusive responsibility of each 
country to reinforce in its respective juris- 
diction applicable national laws. 

The Presidents also reaffirmed once more 
their recognition of the courage shown by 
officials waging the war on drug trafficking 
in each country. 

The Governments of Mexico and the 
United States further reaffirmed their in- 
tention of continuing the expeditious con- 
sultations concerning the exchange of the 
instruments of ratification of the mutual 
legal assistance agreement. President Sali- 
nas de Gortari pointed out that the Mexican 
Senate would have to be informed of the 
results of such consultations in accordance 
with the Mexican Constitution. 


Environmental Cooperation 


The Presidents emphasized the need for 
ongoing cooperation in the area of environ- 
mental protection. 

Both Presidents instructed the authorities 
responsible for environmental affairs of 
their countries to prepare a comprehensive 
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plan designed to periodically examine ways 
and means to reinforce border cooperation 
in this regard, based on the 1983 bilateral 
agreement. Such a mechanism should seek 
ways to improve coordination and coopera- 
tion, with a view to solving the problems of 
air, soil, and water quality and of hazardous 
wastes. State and municipal authorities of 
both governments and private organizations 
in both countries should participate in such 
tasks as appropriate. 


Educational Cooperation 


The Presidents expressed their satisfac- 
tion with the signing of an agreement to 
create the United States-Mexico Commis- 
sion for Educational and Cultural Exchange 
for Scholarships, stressing the significant 
participation of the private sector in the 
Executive Board of said Commission. 


Financial Cooperation 


The Presidents examined the measures 
adopted against money laundering, as well 
as those designed to avoid double taxation 
and agreed to pursue negotiations on issues 
in this area. 


Tourism 


The Presidents agreed on the need to fa- 
cilitate tourist exchange and transportation 
even further. To that end they agreed to 
support mechanisms such as the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding for charter 
buses to bring tourists into Mexico and to 
encourage and promote investments in this 
area. 


World Affairs 


In the area of regional and global mat- 
ters, the two Presidents held an extensive 
exchange of views and information. Presi- 
dent Salinas de Gortari informed President 
Bush of Mexico’s intention to cooperate in 
the search for a negotiated solution to the 
conflict in El Salvador, in support of the 
measures taken by the Secretary General of 
the UN based on resolutions of the Security 
Council. 

In turn, President Bush provided a de- 
tailed explanation and assessment of the 
Persian Gulf situation from the U.S. per- 
spective after his recent visit to that area. 
The two Presidents once again expressed 
the desire for a peaceful resolution to the 
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situation in accord with UN resolutions, and 
exhorted the Government of Iraq to effect 
an immediate unconditional withdrawal 
from Kuwait and to release at once all hos- 
tages that still remain in that country. Both 
Presidents expressed their satisfaction with 
the prevailing spirit of a frank and positive 
dialogue, both between themselves and 
their administrations, reflecting the un- 
swerving will to sustain and strengthen the 
friendly relations between Mexico and the 
United States. 


Note: The joint statement was made avail- 
able by the Office of the Press Secretary, 
but was not issued as a White House press 
release. 


Remarks on Signing the Food, 
Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade 
Act of 1990 


November 28, 1990 


Thank you very much. Thank you all. 
Well, thank you all very much. Delighted to 
have you here at the White House. Let me 
first thank Secretary Yeutter for all his hard 
work, and then the front row of heavy hit- 
ters here from the United States Congress: 
Chairman Leahy and, of course, the minori- 
ty leader, Senator Dole; Senator Cochran; 
Senator Lugar; Senator Bond—all extremely 
interested, all terribly important to this leg- 
islation. I understand, Clayt, that there’s 
quite a few people from the Department 
here, and I want to take this opportunity to 
thank them. 

You know, there’s no question here or 
anyplace else how crucial a strong agricul- 
tural sector is to the future of this country. 
From the fields to the supermarkets, agri- 
culture creates 1 of every 7 jobs in this 
country; 8 out of 10 of them off the farm, 
spreading the seeds of economic growth 
across the entire country. 

America grew to greatness on the 
strength of own agriculture. For that, I 
know that all of us will always be proud and 
thankful to America’s farmers. Our farmers 
are the best. Period! They outproduce 
every other nation in the world by far, and 


even outproduce some continents. They’re 
world champion providers. 

We’re in the Uruguay round negotiations, 
making every effort to achieve substantial 
agricultural reform, which will include 
major reductions in trade-distorting bar- 
riers. We want to bring home a fair deal for 
American farmers, and I can assure you 
there will not be a signature on one that is 
not fair. 

Here at home, the legislation I’m about to 
sign will help our farmers continue to be 
leaders in global agricultural trade. We’ve 
been working closely with the leadership in 
the Congress to get a farm bill that keeps 
our farmers competitive and keeps our 
rural areas environmentally sound. And I 
believe, after talking to some of the Mem- 
bers here, that this bill meets that standard. 
It’s a market-oriented bill that lets farmers 
make more of their own production deci- 
sions based on the market rather than on 
government support prices. It also encour- 
ages the research that is so crucial to help- 
ing our farmers maintain their globa! lead 
in agriculture. 

The 1985 farm bill was a success. Farm 
income has been at record-high levels for 
the last 3 years. This bill, and the reconcilia- 
tion bill that accompanied it, continue and 
expand the market orientation of that law. 
Farmers will have greater flexibility to en- 
hance their income by having the choice to 
make their own production decisions in re- 
sponse to market signals. Moreover, for 
every percentage point that is shaved from 
interest rates and inflation due to deficit 
reduction, farm income benefits by over a 
billion dollars. 

Because farmers have always been impor- 
tant stewards of the Earth, this farm bill 
will help farmers protect water quality and 
wildlife habitat. And its greater flexibility 
will boost crop rotation, in turn helping to 
control weeds and pests and _ erosion. 
There’s more in this legislation to protect 
our environment. In fact, this is the most 
environmentally progressive farm bill ever 
signed. It creates a wetlands reserve; im- 
proves the Conservation Reserve Program; 
and encourages urban forestry initiatives, 
including funding for a program that’s near 
and dear to my heart, the America the 
Beautiful Initiative. That moves us toward 
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our goal of planting a billion trees across 
America. 

For the sake of low-income Americans, 
I'm particularly pleased with the 5-year 
continuation of the Food Stamp Program, 
the foundation for food assistance for Amer- 
icans in need. Congress and this administra- 
tion worked closely together to develop a 
program that is easier for recipients to use 
and reauthorizes the Commodity Supple- 
mental Food Program and the Emergency 
Food Assistance Program. 

So, to the Members of Congress who 
worked so hard to get this bill passed—to 
Senator Leahy and Dick Lugar of the 
Senate Agricultural Committee; then in the 
House side to Congressmen Kika de la 
Garza, the chairman, and Ed Madigan, who 
couldn’t be with us today; and to all in- 
volved here—and Ill single out again our 
minority leader in the Senate, Bob Dole— 
well done. 

And to you, Clayt, and the dedicated 
people at the Department who worked so 
tirelessly with Congress to get this farm bill 
written and passed: You’ve given this ad- 
ministration a farm bill of which I think we 
can all be very proud. 

And to all of you here today from the 
State ASCS [Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service] offices, who will be 
working so hard to implement this bill in 
the coming years, thank you for taking on 
this crucial task. You’re helping assure a 
bright future for farming in America. 

And now, with no further ado, I’d like to 
ask these five Members of Congress and the 
United States Senate to come up as we sign 
this legislation. 


[At this point, the President signed the leg- 
islation. | 


Listen, thank you all very much for 
coming, and he who lifts it can have it. 
[Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Sec- 
retary of Agriculture Clayton K. Yeutter. 
The President’s closing comments referred 
to the large size of the bill. S. 2830, ap- 
proved November 28, was assigned Public 
Law No. 101-624. 
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I am pleased to sign S. 2830, the “Food, 
Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 
1990.” This Act represents the culmination 
of many long months of effort by the Con- 
gress and the Administration. The effort has 
been worthwhile, for this farm bill address- 
es several goals, shared by my Administra- 
tion and the Congress: keeping American 
farmers competitive in world markets, as- 
sisting farmers in their efforts to protect our 
environment, and stabilizing the farm econ- 
omy and our food supply. I also applaud the 
reauthorization of the nutrition assistance 
programs vital to the good health of our 
low-income Americans. 

I am most pleased with those aspects of 
the 1990 farm bill that continue the 
market-oriented shift begun in the 1985 
legislation. Increased planting flexibility, 
farmers’ control over their own production 
decisions, and greater reliance on signals 
from the market rather than on Govern- 
ment support programs are key to this 
market-oriented shift. Increased flexibility 
in planting choices contained in the 1990 
farm bill will allow farmers to break out of 
the traditional farm program straitjacket, 
which bound them to produce the same 
crop year after year, regardless of market 
opportunities. 

In the Uruguay Round, we are committed 
to reducing market barriers and export sub- 
sidies that deny our farmers competitive 
access to market opportunities around the 
world. 

Agriculture will greatly benefit from the 
reduction of the Federal deficit because in- 
terest rates and inflation will be less. For 
every percentage point that interest rates 
fall, farm income is estimated to increase by 
three-quarters of a billion dollars annually. 
For every percentage point shaved off infla- 
tion in the cost of production, farm income 
is estimated to grow by one-half billion dol- 
lars annually. American farmers have 
always made the most of such opportunities. 

From a budget perspective, the reduc- 
tions in spending in this bill and in the 
related provisions of the Omnibus Budget 
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Reconciliation Act of 1990—a total of 
around $13 billion over the next 5 years— 
will assist in the effort to reduce the deficit 
and reduce interest rates and inflation. 

Planting flexibility available through the 
1990 bill provides a further important step 
in harmonizing the protection and enhance- 
ment of the environment with commodity 
support programs. Farmers have always 
been recognized as stewards of the land, 
and now I call upon them to continue their 
leadership. Many provisions of this farm bill 
will help farmers protect water quality and 
wildlife habitat. Greater planting flexibility 
will boost the use of crop rotation, which 
will in turn enhance soil fertility and aid in 
the control of weeds, pests, and soil degra- 
dation. The Congress reaffirmed its commit- 
ment, which I share, to the preservation of 
wetlands in establishing goals for enrolling 
land in a Wetland Reserve Program. 

The forestry provisions of the farm bill 
provide the authorization for my America 
the Beautiful Initiative. Although appropria- 
tions to date may not be sufficient to ensure 
that my goal of planting one billion trees 
annually is fully met, strides in that direc- 
tion are incorporated in the legislation. I 
will continue to work with the Congress to 
see that our mutual concerns for our Na- 
tion’s forest resources are fully met. 

I am particularly pleased with the 5-year 
continuation of the food stamp programs, 
the foundation for food assistance for low- 
income Americans, and the reauthorization 
of the Commodity Supplemental Food Pro- 
gram, the Emergency Food Assistance Pro- 
grams, and the Food Distribution Program 
on Indian Reservations. The Congress, the 
Administration, and the States worked to- 
gether to enhance food stamp program in- 
tegrity to ensure that benefits are used as 
intended. Coupled with last year’s reauthor- 
ization of the Child Nutrition Program, and 
the Special Supplemental Food Program for 
Woman, Infants, and Children, the Nation’s 
food assistance programs are now in place 
for years to come, ensuring that the bounty 
of American agriculture is shared with all 
Americans. However, I am concerned that 
the bill forgives the States’ obligations to 
repay the Federal Government for past 
errors in payments. Given the demands on 
Federal resources, everything possible must 


be done to require their efficient and fair 
use. 

I am also pleased that this farm bill re- 
formis and streamlines the administration of 
our overseas food aid programs and contin- 
ues our export programs that keep Ameri- 
can products competitive in world markets. 
Of particular importance to me are provi- 
sions that would implement parts of my En- 
terprise for the Americas Initiative aimed at 
helping Latin American and Caribbean 
countries and grant authority to reduce 
needy countries’ debt repayment obliga- 
tions under the Food for Peace Program. 

I am also pleased that the Congress has 
endorsed the Administration’s initiative for 
growth in the size of the competitive re- 
search grant program for agriculture. Only 
by ensuring that the best minds produce 
the best science can we build a secure foun- 
dation for future technological advances in 
farming. However, while the Federal Gov- 
ernment has a critical and unique role to 
play in supporting such basic science. I do 
not see a corresponding need to subsidize 
private sector activities in product develop- 
ment. Consequently, while I strongly favor 
the idea of commercializing emerging inno- 
vative technologies, I do not support the 
establishment of the Alternative Agricultur- 
al Research and Commercialization Board 
to provide federally subsidized grants and 
loans to the private sector for this program. 

Some aspects of the rural development 
title will help to improve the economic vi- 
tality of rural America. In particular, forma- 
tion of a new Rural Development Adminis- 
tration presents an opportunity to improve 
coordination of important community and 
business programs. However, many other 
rural development provisions could greatly 
increase Federal costs without necessarily 
improving the welfare of rural America. In 
particular, the provisions regarding rural 
telephone loans represent unwarranted in- 
creases in Federal subsidies and risk. Tele- 
phone borrowers, many of whom are large 
and profitable holding companies, can now 
use Federal loans to build office buildings, 
can determine their own loan terms, and 
can have their required debt service 
margin reduced. These changes reduce the 
Administration’s ability to manage properly 
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telephone loan risk, and in effect turn con- 
trol of the program over to the borrowers. 


I also note that in enacting amendments 
to the law governing the Rural Telephone 
Bank Board, the Congress provided that the 
members of the Board would exercise man- 
agement authority “within the limitations 
prescribed by law.” Consistent with my ob- 
ligation to construe statutory provisions to 
avoid raising constitutional questions, I con- 
strue this savings provision to embody the 
recognition that those Board members not 
appointed in conformity with the Constitu- 
tion cannot exercise the authority vested by 
the Constitution in officers of the United 
States. 


I further note that a number of other 
provisions of the bill could be construed to 
vest governmental authority in private par- 
ties. These provisions appear to raise consti- 
tutional concerns, and I am accordingly di- 
recting the Secretary of Agriculture to con- 
sult the Attorney General to consider 
whether curative legislation or other action 
is needed to ensure that these authorities 
are exercised as the Constitution requires. 

In spite of these drawbacks, on balance I 
have before me a farm bill that will en- 
hance the competitiveness of our farmers 
and the health of our citizens. My gratitude 
goes to those who have worked so tirelessly 
to produce this legislation: concerned citi- 
zens, Members of Congress, and my own 
Administration. I look forward to continued 
prosperity in the agricultural economy and 
good health and nutrition for our citizens. 

This is not a perfect farm bill either from 
my perspective or from that of many Mem- 
bers of Congress. But the vision of all who 
worked on this legislation is the same: pros- 
perity for our agricultural sector and the 
nutritional well-being of our people. The 
bill before me is faithful to our shared 
vision. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
Nov. 28, 1990. 


Note: S. 2830, approved November 28, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-624. 
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Remarks on Signing the Cranston- 
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing 
Act 


November 28, 1990 


Well, thank you all very much for being 
here today. And of course, it’s great to be 
with our enthusiastic and effective Secre- 
tary of HUD [Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment], Jack Kemp, who deserves great 
credit for what we’re about to do here. And 
of course, I want to salute the Members of 
Congress—they’ve been so helpful and in- 
strumental in this—who are with us today. I 
see Kit Bond, and Al D’Amato was to be— 
they’re sitting there. And I want to thank, 
particularly, the chairmen of the Banking 
Committee, Senator Riegle and Congress- 
man Henry B. Gonzalez, for their work on 
this. I’m told that their counterparts, Jake 
Garn and Chalmers Wylie, are not with us 
today, the ranking Republicans on the com- 
mittee; but I also want to thank them for 
their remarkable efforts. 

I understand that some mayors are in 
town. Quite a few mayors and other local 
elected officials are with us, and I want to 
welcome them to the White House. I’m told 
that Kimi Gray is here, over here. And, 
Kimi, you’re kind of a symbol of hope for 
the aspirations of a lot of people, and I’m 
just delighted you’re here with us today. 

Now, let me start with a story, a bit of 
history—1862, the middle of the Civil War. 
And on May 20th of that year, Abraham 
Lincoln sat down with pen in hand and 
signed into law the Homestead Act of 1862. 
And that bill gave 160 acres to any family 
who wanted to make a go of it in the wil- 
derness and reach for the American dream. 

It is one of the most successful endeavors 
in American history, causing the great land 
rush to the Wild West and forming the 
vision for a new homesteading program in 
urban America today. Because Abraham 
Lincoln’s Homestead Act empowered 
people, it freed people from the burden of 
poverty. It freed them to control their own 
destinies, to create their own opportunities, 
and to live the vision of the American 
dream. Likewise today, creating the oppor- 
tunity for low-income Americans to become 
property owners is a key to fighting poverty 
and offering real hope to thousands. 
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I’ve said before that a cornerstone of our 
effort to reduce the heavy hand of govern- 
ment is this idea of empowering people, not 
bureaucracies, and giving people—working 
people, poor people, everyone—control 
over their own lives and access to property 
and jobs so that all Americans can have a 
life of dignity, responsibility, and economic 
opportunity. Secretary Kemp has long been 
a champion of this idea, and that’s why I 
have appointed him as Chairman of the Do- 
mestic Policy Council’s Economic 
Empowerment Task Force. 

The status quo of centralized bureaucracy 
is not working for the people—the ones 
who need affordable housing; the ones who 
want to choose the best schools for their 
kids or child care for their younger chil- 
dren; the ones who want to pull themselves 
out of dependency and into a life of self- 
sufficiency in a safe, clean, and drug-free 
community. It’s the people who have the 
best answers for themselves and their fami- 
lies, not the Government. 

And that’s exactly what the National Af- 
fordable Housing Act that about to sign 
here does in several ways: It puts power in 
the hands of people. First, it authorizes a 
major administration initiative: Homeown- 
ership and Opportunity for People Every- 
where, the HOPE Initiative. HOPE will 
provide new opportunities for low-income 
families to buy their own homes—urban 
homesteaders, if you will—and helps the 
residents of public housing to buy their own 
units. Tenant management, control and, ul- 
timately, ownership of public housing is an 
idea whose time has come. And let me just 
tell you why. 

When the people who live in public hous- 
ing are in charge, the results are remarka- 
ble: more people pay their rent, mainte- 
nance improves, operating costs decline, 
and crime rates plummet. Employment 
goes up, more kids stay in school, and 
neighborhoods spring back to life. And the 
reason? Because each resident simply now 
has a stake in society—an equity stake—a 
chance to make a go of it, to live the Amer- 
ican dream for themselves. 

We want public housing to become a 
springboard for independence, not a bot- 
tomless pit for dependency. HUD used to 
be asked to give awards for public housing 
residents who stayed in public housing the 


longest, and we stopped doing that. Jack 
made a significant change there. And 
now—and even more so with this bill— 
we're offering incentives to public housing 
tenants who move out and move up into 
the productive economic mainstream. 
These are the people who will help us meet 
our goal of 1 million new homeowners by 
1992. 

But there’s more. This bill contains Home 
Investment Partnerships, a new block grant 
to provide incentives to States, localities, 
and nonprofit organizations to provide 
people who currently rent with vouchers, 
tenant-based assistance, and rehabilitation 
of existing housing, because affordable hous- 
ing is in everybody’s interest. And in addi- 
tion to housing assistance for migrant farm 
workers, the elderly, and the disabled, this 
legislation also creates the Shelter Plus Care 
Program to assist homeless persons who are 
mentally ill, who have a drug abuse prob- 
lem or other problems, to give them the 
support they need to keep them from re- 
turning to a desolate life on the streets. 

Finally, it reforms certain programs in 
the FHA, in the Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration, to make them more financially 
sound. The National Affordable Housing 
Act gives people the best kind of govern- 
ment assistance: It provides opportunity, 
and it encourages responsibility without the 
shackles of dependency. And that is really 
the American dream, for no matter where 
people live or how much money they have, 
all people yearn to control their own lives. 
Abraham Lincoln knew this, and his vision 
lives on today as the foundation for our ef- 
forts to empower all Americans. 

And so, it is with that in mind—the undy- 
ing ideal of hope and opportunity for all— 
that I am pleased to sign this bill into law. 

And once again, I want to thank each and 
every Member of Congress who has worked 
hard on this legislation, particularly the two 
chairmen that are with us today. And of 
course, again, my respects for his leadership 
to Jack Kemp, the Secretary of HUD. 
Thank you all for joining us today. 

And now, if I can lift it up, Ill sign it. 
[Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
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remarks, he referred to Senators Christopher 
S. Bond and Alfonse M. D’Amato, and Kimi 
O. Gray, chairperson of the National Asso- 
ciation of Resident Management Corps. and 
chairperson of the Kenilworth-Parkside 
Resident Management Corp. S. 566, ap- 
proved November 28, was assigned Public 
Law No. 101-625. 


Statement on Signing the Cranston- 
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing 
Act 


November 28, 1990 


It is with great pleasure that I today sign 
S. 566, the “Cranston-Gonzalez National Af- 
fordable Housing Act.” In addition to ex- 
tending and reforming existing housing pro- 
grams, this Act creates and expands innova- 
tive new programs proposed by this Admin- 
istration. These new programs will advance 
opportunities for homeownership and eco- 
nomic self-sufficiency in our Nation’s most 
distressed communities. This Act is an excit- 
ing bipartisan initiative to break down the 
walls separating low-income people from 
the American dream of opportunity and 
homeownership. 

I want to note the contributions of sever- 
al people to the enactment of this landmark 
legislation, starting with Secretary of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development Jack Kemp. 
Secretary Kemp has brought a unique 
vision to his job and a commitment to 
empowerment as a tool to encourage indi- 
vidual dignity and initiative and reward 
productive work effort. 

Many Members of Congress also made 
significant contributions to the bipartisan 
effort to produce a housing bill. A few de- 
serve special recognition. Senators Alan 
Cranston and Al D’Amato have devoted the 
last several years to the passage of a com- 
prehensive housing bill, and we would not 
be here today without their efforts. Like- 
wise, I want to recognize the efforts of Con- 
gressmen Henry Gonzalez and Chalmers 
Wylie, whose spirit of cooperation through- 
out the legislative process helped bring us 
to this point. 

S. 566 contains the Homeownership and 
Opportunity for People Everywhere— 
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HOPE— initiatives that my Administration 
submitted to the Congress earlier this year. 
HOPE represents a dramatic and funda- 
mental restructuring of housing policy. It 
recognizes that the poor and low-income 
tenants—not public housing authorities and 
developers—are our clients. HOPE will do 
what traditional programs have not done: 
empower low-income families to achieve 
self-sufficiency and to have a stake in their 
communities by promoting resident man- 
agement as well as other forms of 
homeownership. 

The cornerstone of HOPE is a program to 
provide grants to enable low-income fami- 
lies and tenants to become homeowners. 
HOPE homeownership grants can be used 
for planning activities, including the devel- 
opment of resident management corpora- 
tions. They can also be used for rehabilita- 
tion and post-sale subsidies to help ensure 
the success of homeownership. HOPE 
grants are eligible to be used in public 
housing and vacant, foreclosed, and dis- 
tressed single-family and multifamily prop- 
erties. 

The legislation also includes my Adminis- 
tration’s Operation Bootstrap—or Family 
Self-Sufficiency—proposal. In the past, 
public housing was seen as a long-term resi- 
dence for low-income people. My Adminis- 
tration believes that Federal housing subsi- 
dies should serve as transitional tools to 
help low-income families achieve self-suffi- 
ciency, move up and into the private hous- 
ing market, and join the economic main- 
stream. The Family Self-Sufficiency Pro- 
gram will ensure that all new housing 
voucher and certificate assistance is coordi- 
nated with employment counseling, job 
training, child care, transportation, and 
other services to encourage upward mobili- 
ty. 
S. 566 also authorizes our HOPE for El- 
derly Independence proposal to combine 
vouchers and certificates with supportive 
services to assist the frail elderly. In addi- 
tion, it authorizes Shelter Plus Care, which 
couples housing assistance and other serv- 
ices to homeless persons with disabilities 
and their families. 

This Act also reflects the efforts of the 
Administration and the Congress to enact 
needed reforms to the Federal Housing Ad- 
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ministration’s (FHA) single-family mortgage 
insurance program. These reforms will 
ensure that FHA is actuarially safe and fi- 
nancially sound. The Act’s provisions meet 
the four principal objectives of my Adminis- 
tration’s original FHA reform proposals: the 
achievement of adequate minimum capital 
standards by the earliest possible date; in- 
surance premiums that reflect the risk of 
default; minimum equity contributions by 
borrowers to protect them and the insur- 
ance fund from default risk; and maintain- 
ing the emphasis of FHA on low- and mod- 
erate-income homebuyers. With these re- 
forms, we will be ensuring the availability 
of FHA for future generations of families 
seeking to achieve homeownership. 

I am pleased that this Act contains a solu- 
tion to the preservation and prepayment 
question that reflects the Administration’s 
basic principles. These include protecting 
project residents from becoming homeless 
as a result of a mortgage prepayment; em- 
phasizing alternative prepayment strategies 
that provide opportunities for homeowner- 
ship; and honoring the contracts between 
project owners and the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

One important preservation strategy is to 
provide project owners with economic in- 
centives to maintain their properties for 
low-income use. I am concerned, however, 
that the incentives in S. 566 are more gen- 
erous than are necessary, providing exces- 
sive benefits over the long term that will be 
paid by all taxpayers. Nonetheless, I recog- 
nize that this preservation proposal is a 
compromise and that it represents a good- 
faith effort by the Congress to meet the 
Administration’s concern that limited Fed- 
eral funds be provided to those who need 
assistance. 

This legislation provides a new block 
grant, HOME Investment Partnerships, to 
promote partnerships among the Federal 
Government, States, localities, nonprofit or- 
ganizations, and private industry. These 
partnerships will seek to utilize effectively 
all available resources and a wide variety of 
approaches to meet housing needs. 

My Administration has been concerned 
that the HOME program not become a ve- 
hicle for the production of new, federally 
subsidized rental housing at the expense of 
other, more efficient and better targeted 


subsidies, such as rental assistance to poor 
tenants. 

I believe this legislation addresses our 
concerns, because it provides for a wide va- 
riety of uses for HOME funds, including 
tenant-based assistance. It also imposes 
higher State and local matching require- 
ments for new construction than for tenant- 
based assistance or minor rehabilitation. In 
addition, it requires that 90 percent of 
HOME funds be targeted to families with 
incomes at 60 percent or below the area 
median income. 

Unfortunately, this Act also sets aside up 
to 15 percent of total HOME funds in FY 
1992 to be used solely for a rental housing 
production program. I do not believe that 
the earmarking of funds for new construc- 
tion is consistent with the goal of providing 
States and localities with maximum flexibil- 
ity to meet their specific affordable housing 
needs. 

I am further concerned that this legisla- 
tion, in several instances, would relax long- 
standing provisions of current law that pro- 
vide a preference for housing assistance for 
those families who are most in need. Al- 
though the Federal Government currently 
serves about 4.3 million low-income fami- 
lies, there are about 4 million additional 
families, most of them very low income, 
whose housing needs have not been met. 
We should not divert assistance from those 
who need it most. 

Several additional provisions warrant 
careful construction to avoid constitutional 
concerns. For example, section 302(bX7) of 
the Act calls on the President to appoint 
one member of the Board of Directors of 
the National Homeownership Trust to rep- 
resent consumer interests. In light of the 
President’s power under article II, section 2 
of the Constitution, I sign this bill with the 
understanding that the individual appointed 
by the President to serve on the Board rep- 
resents the United States as an officer of the 
United States. The requirement that this in- 
dividual represent consumer interests does 
not constrain the President’s constitutional 
authority to appoint officers of the United 
States, subject only to the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate. 

Section 943(e\3)A) provides that the Na- 
tional Commission on Manufactured Hous- 
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ing “may secure directly from any depart- 
ment or agency of the United States such 
data and information as the Commission 
may require.” I sign the bill with the under- 
standing that this provision does not limit 
the constitutional ability of the President to 
withhold information, the disclosure of 
which might significantly impair the con- 
duct of foreign relations, the national secu- 
rity, or the deliberative processes of the ex- 
ecutive branch or the performance of its 
constitutional duties. 

Finally, it is the Federal Government’s 
responsibility to ensure that the benefits of 
Federal programs are offered to individuals 
in a way consistent with the equal protec- 
tion guarantee of the Constitution. In that 
regard, I am concerned about section 958(a) 
of the Act, which provides a preference to 
native Hawaiians for housing assistance pro- 
grams for housing located in the Hawaiian 
homelands; section 958(d\1), which defines 
“native Hawaiian” in a race-based fashion; 
and section 911, which would exempt this 
preference from the provisions of the Hous- 
ing and Community Development Act of 
1974 relating to nondiscrimination on the 
basis of race. This race-based classification 
cannot be derived from the constitutional 
authority granted to the Congress and the 
executive branch to benefit native Ameri- 
cans as members of tribes. I direct the At- 
torney General and the Secretary of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development to prepare re- 
medial legislation for submission to the 
Congress during its next session, so that this 
Act, and similar provisions in other Acts, 
can be brought into compliance with the 
Constitution’s requirements. 

I am pleased that, in crafting this legisla- 
tion, the Congress also has modified a 
number of the rural housing programs ad- 
ministered by the Department of Agricul- 
ture’s Farmers Home Administration. As a 
result, these programs will be more respon- 
sive to the needs of low-income residents of 
small towns and rural areas. A significant 
change is a new program of guaranteed 
loans for homeownership by low- and mod- 
erate-income residents in rural areas. This 
housing reform will provide assistance to 
these individuals and families more effec- 
tively and efficiently. 

In conclusion, this legislation represents 
true bipartisanship, considerable give-and- 
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take, and good-faith negotiation between 
the Congress and the Administration. It re- 
forms and reauthorizes existing programs to 
provide for community development, to op- 
erate and modernize public housing, and to 
assist in meeting the needs of low-income 
families, the elderly, and the handicapped. 
In addition, through HOPE, it provides the 
potential for the redirection of housing 
policy back toward the poor. 

The signing of the “Cranston-Gonzalez 
National Affordable Housing Act” presents 
us with an opportunity to renew our com- 
mitment to the goals we all share: decent, 
safe, and affordable housing for all Ameri- 
cans. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
November 28, 1990. 


Note: S. 566, approved November 28, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-625. 


Statement on Signing the Fishery 
Conservation Amendments of 1990 


November 28, 1990 


I am today signing H.R. 2061, the “Fish- 
ery Conservation Amendments of 1990,” 
notwithstanding reservations I have con- 
cerning some of its provisions. 

H.R. 2061 authorizes appropriations for 
and amends the Magnuson Fishery Conser- 
vation and Management Act, which pro- 
vides the primary authority for the conser- 
vation and management of fishery resources 
within the 200-mile Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) off our coasts. Many of the 
amendments made by H.R. 2061 will 
enable us to better conserve and manage 
our precious fishery resources. 

However, numerous provisions of the Act 
could be construed to encroach upon the 
President’s authority under the Constitution 
to conduct foreign relations, including the 
unfettered conduct of negotiations with for- 
eign nations. Further, one provision directs 
that fishery management plans prepared or 
approved by the Secretary of Commerce 
contain “regulations implementing recom- 
mendations by international organizations 
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in which the United States participates.” If 
this provision were construed to require the 
Secretary to implement the recommenda- 
tions of international organizations in which 
the United States participates, it would un- 
constitutionally subject the executive 
branch to the control of international 
bodies that are not politically accountable 
to the American people. Finally, two provi- 
sions purport to direct the Secretary to 
make legislative recommendations to the 
Congress. Under Article II, Section 3 of the 
Constitution, the President possesses the ex- 
clusive authority to determine which legis- 
lative measures he and his subordinates will 
recommend. 

To avoid constitutional questions that 
might otherwise arise, I will construe all 
these provisions to be advisory, not manda- 
tory. ' 

I am concerned that several of the Act’s 
provisions regarding highly migratory spe- 
cies not be construed to create a gap in the 
authority of the United States to manage 
those species. Current law defines “highly 
migratory species” to mean only species of 
tuna and excludes such species from the 
exclusive fishery management authority as- 
serted by the United States in our EEZ. 
H.R. 2061 would eliminate this exclusion 
effective January 1, 1992. Thus, effective as 
of that date, the United States will assert 
management authority over tuna in _ its 
EEZ. As a matter of international law, ef- 
fective immediately the United States will 
recognize similar assertions by coastal na- 
tions regarding their exclusive economic 
zones. 

The Act also expands the definition of 
“highly migratory species” to include 
marlin, ocean sharks, sailfishes, and sword- 
fish—non-tuna species for which manage- 
ment authority is presently asserted and ex- 
ercised. Consequently, H.R. 2061 could be 
interpreted to expand the exclusion and 
thus withdraw the authority to manage 
these species until the exclusion is eliminat- 
ed in 1992. It is my understanding that the 
Congress intended the management of 
these species to continue. 

Accordingly, for purposes of the tuna ex- 
clusion that remains in effect until 1992, I 
will not construe the revised definition to 
take effect. For all other purposes, the re- 
vised definition takes effect immediately. 


Thus, the authority of the United States to 
manage the species added to the definition 
will continue, and the responsibility for 
managing those species will transfer imme- 
diately from specified fishery management 
councils to the Secretary. 

Finally, the Act contains a provision that 
departs from procedures currently govern- 
ing challenges to regulatory action taken 
under the Magnuson Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act. The provision se- 
verely threatens the ability of the Attorney 
General to provide reasoned and responsi- 
ble representation to the Secretary of Com- 
merce in response to administrative chal- 
lenges to the Secretary’s rule-making au- 
thority under the Act. It also imposes un- 
necessarily burdensome filing requirements 
on the Secretary. The Attorney General and 
the Secretary will propose corrective legis- 
lation next year to cure these procedural 
difficulties. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 28, 1990. 


Note: H.R. 2061, approved November 28, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-627. 


Statement on Signing the Bill 
Authorizing the Conveyance of Land 
by the Rumsey Indian Rancheria 


November 28, 1990 


Today I have signed H.R. 3703, an Act 
“To authorize the Rumsey Indian Rancheria 
to convey a certain parcel of land.” H.R. 
3703 contains numerous provisions that will 
promote the economic and social welfare of 
native Americans. Those provisions that 
provide for the prevention, identification, 
treatment, and investigation of child abuse 
and neglect on Indian reservations are mer- 
itorious. I must, however, take note of two 
issues that raise serious concerns. 

First, sections 405, 504, and 507 purport 
to require the Secretary of the Interior and 
the Secretary of Health and Human Serv- 
ices to submit various reports to the Con- 
gress containing legislative recommenda- 
tions. The Constitution grants to the Presi- 
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dent the power to recommend to the Con- 
gress such measures as he judges necessary 
and expedient. Accordingly, I shall treat the 
provisions on legislative recommendations 
as advisory rather than mandatory. 

Second, section 316 authorizes the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to enter into coopera- 
tive agreements with Indian tribes for cer- 
tain purposes and provides that the Indian 
tribes and their contractors will be immune 
from liability. Furthermore, section 316 
makes the United States liable in their stead 
for tortious acts committed under those 
contracts. This provision will make the U.S. 
Government a veritable insurer for tribal 
activities under circumstances in which the 
United States otherwise would not be liable. 

I do not believe that the United States 
should indemnify Indian tribes and their 
contractors or assume the enormous liability 
that this provision could generate. This pro- 
vision, like the one in Public Law 101-512, 
the “Department of the Interior and Relat- 
ed Agencies Appropriations Act, 1991,” vio- 
lates the existing means for determining 
whether public funds will be put at risk for 
the acts of specific individuals. We will seek 
repeal of this and any other such provision 
in the next Congress. I hereby instruct the 
Attorney General and the Secretary of the 
Interior to prepare for submission to the 
Congress legislation that will repeal this sec- 
tion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 28, 1990. 


Note: H.R. 3703, approved November 28, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-630. 


Statement on Signing the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1990 
November 28, 1990 


Today I am signing S. 2740, the “Water 
Resources Development Act of 1990,” 
which authorizes water resources projects 
and programs in support of the Department 
of the Army Civil Works mission. 

In signing this bill, I endorse the biennial 
cycle of water sources development legisla- 
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tion for the Army Civil Works program im- 
plemented by the Army Corps of Engi- 
neers. In addition to authorizing worth- 
while water resources projects, the legisla- 
tion includes a number of provisions that 
protect and restore this Nation’s environ- 
ment, which I wholeheartedly support. S. 
2740 also preserves the fundamental cost- 
sharing and policy reforms of the Water Re- 
sources Development Act of 1986. I be- 
lieve, on balance, that it reflects acceptable 
compromises between the executive and 
the legislative branches on a variety of 
issues of common interest. 

However, I am concerned that S. 2740 
contains a number of troubling special-in- 
terest provisions. For example, it contains a 
provision to require the Army to finance a 
replacement highway bridge where no legal 
obligation or Federal interest exists for such 
a replacement, and a provision for the ex- 
change of leasehold interests for excess Fed- 
eral property when such an exchange is in- 
appropriate. Provisions such as these set un- 
desirable precedents for the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 

In addition, a number of provisions in the 
Act require the Government to undertake 
projects and studies that traditionally have 
been pursued by nonfederal interests, such 
as constructing recreation facilities associat- 
ed with a project, which are not a required 
or an integral part of the project. I believe, 
however, that the potential negative im- 
pacts of such provisions on Federal water 
resources policies and on the availability of 
Federal funds can be minimized through 
intensive management and through the 
annual budget process. 

Finally, the Act contains a constitutional 
problem. Section 411 establishes a manage- 
ment conference responsible for managing 
Onondaga Lake in New York. The same 
provision also appears in H.R. 4323, legisla- 
tion I approved earlier this month. The 
power both Acts give to State Governors 
and to State and local officials who serve on 
the management conference may only be 
exercised by officials who are selected pur- 
suant to the Appointments Clause of the 
Constitution. Because the Act is inconsistent 
with this requirement, I am directing the 
Secretary of Defense, the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, and 
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the Attorney General to submit legislation 
to correct this constitutional problem. 

Because I believe in a strong water re- 
sources program, and despite my concerns 
about a number of inappropriate provisions, 
I have approved this bill. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 28, 1990. 


Note: S. 2740, approved November 28, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-640. The 
statement was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on November 29. 


Statement on Signing the Independent 
Safety Board Act Amendments of 1990 


November 28, 1990 


Today I am signing S. 3012, the “Inde- 
pendent Safety Board Act Amendments of 
1990.” This Act will enable the National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) to con- 
tinue in its role as the world’s leading trans- 
portation investigative agency. Through the 
Board’s efforts, everything from air trans- 
portation to pipelines will continue to be 
subjected to the Board’s careful scrutiny 
and thoughtful recommendations. 

My endorsement of this Act is based on 
my understanding that the amendment 
contained in section 3, which grants “sole 
authority” over certain testing to this 
agency, is intended, as the Senate report 
notes, to address NTSB’s “difficulty with re- 
spect to courts interfering in the investiga- 
tory process with respect to testing. 
Accordingly, the amendment does not pur- 
port to limit the constitutional authority of 
the President. 

I am also concerned that the provisions in 
S. 3012 dealing with the disclosure of air- 
line cockpit voice recorder transcripts and 
recordings be interpreted in a manner that 
is fair to all parties. It is important to pro- 
tect these materials from sensationalism and 
unwarranted disclosure, but it is also impor- 
tant that courts provide prompt and com- 
plete disclosure to litigants with an interest 
in judicial proceedings involving aircraft ac- 
cidents. Every effort should be made to 


construe the provisions in S. 3012 in a way 
that preserves an appropriate balance be- 
tween these goals. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 28, 1990. 


Note: S. 3012, approved November 28, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-641. The 
statement was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on November 29. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate Reporting 
on the National Emergency With 
Respect to Iran 


November 29, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I hereby report to the Congress on devel- 
opments since the last report of May 14, 
1990, concerning the national emergency 
with respect to Iran that was declared in 
Executive Order No. 12170 of November 
14, 1979, and matters relating to Executive 
Order No. 12613 of October 29, 1987. This 
report is submitted pursuant to Section 
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco- 
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and 
Section 505(c) of the International Security 
and Development Cooperation Act of 1985, 
22 U.S.C. 2349aa-9. This report covers 
events through September 30, 1990, includ- 
ing those that occurred since the last report 
under Executive Order No. 12170 dated 
May 14, 1990. That report covered events 
through March 31, 1990. 

1. Since the last report, there have been 
no amendments to the Iranian Transactions 
Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 560 (the 
“ITRs’’), administered by the Office of For- 
eign Assets Control (“FAC”). The Iranian 
Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 
535 (the “IACRs”), were amended on Octo- 
ber 5, 1990, 55 FR 40830, to implement the 
Settlement Agreement in Claims of less 
than $250,000.00, Case No. 86 and Case No. 
B38, dated May 13, 1990, in which the Gov- 
ernments of the United States and Iran set- 
tled certain U.S. private claims of less than 
$250,000.00, and all outstanding and poten- 
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tial U.S. government claims arising in rela- 
tion to case number 86 or B38. 

The major focus of licensing activity 
under the ITRs remains the importation of 
certain non-fungible Iranian-origin goods, 
principally carpets, which were located out- 
side Iran before the embargo was imposed, 
and where no payment or benefit accrued 
to Iran after the effective date of the em- 
bargo. Since March 31, 1990, FAC has 
made 87 licensing determinations under the 
ITRs. 

During the reporting period, the Customs 
Service has effected numerous seizures of 
Iranian-origin merchandise, primarily car- 
pets, caviar, pistachios, jewelry, and gold 
and sterling silver artifacts, for violations of 
the ITRs. FAC and Customs Service investi- 
gations of these violations have resulted in 
forfeiture actions and impositions of civil 
monetary penalties amounting to 
$141,413.00. Numerous additional forfeiture 
and civil penalties actions are under review. 

The United States v. Hamed Mohseni, a 
case brought in the Eastern District of Wis- 
consin, the defendant was indicted on June 
12, 1990, for willful falsification of docu- 
ments in an attempt to illegally enter Irani- 
an carpets into U.S. trade by misdescribing 
their origin as Pakistani. Mohseni pled 
guilty to this charge on August 12, 1990. On 
October 22, 1990, Mohseni was sentenced 
to 2 years’ probation, 1 month’s incarcer- 
ation, and a criminal fine of $1,050.00. Ad- 
ditionally, the Court ordered the forfeiture 
of four Iranian carpets having a wholesale 
value of $40,000.00. 

In a related case in the Eastern District of 
Wisconsin, United States v. Geoffrey A. 
Orley, the defendant, an attorney and li- 
censed securities broker, entered into a 
plea agreement on May 23, 1990, admitting 
to filing false documents to further an Irani- 
an carpet smuggling scheme. Orley was 
convicted on September 17, 1990. A sen- 
tencing date has not been set. As part of 
their plea agreements, Geoffrey Orley and 
Hamed Mohseni have agreed to cooperate 
with the U.S. Government and to testify in 
pending criminal proceedings against two 
additional defendants. Multi-count indict- 
ments are anticipated in the latter cases. 

2. The Iran-United States Claims Tribunal 
(the “Tribunal”), established at The Hague 
pursuant to the Algiers Accords, continues 
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to make progress in arbitrating the claims 
before it. Since the last report, the Tribunal 
has rendered 13 awards, for a total of 489 
awards. Of that total, 344 have been awards 
in favor of American claimants: 213 of these 
were awards on agreed terms, authorizing 
and approving payment of settlements ne- 
gotiated by the parties, and 131 were deci- 
sions adjudicated on the merits. The Tribu- 
nal has dismissed a total of 32 other claims 
on the merits and 70 for jurisdictional rea- 
sons. Of the 43 remaining awards, two were 
withdrawn and 41 were in favor of Iranian 
claimants. As of September 30, 1990, 
awards to successful American claimants 
from the Security Account held by the NV 
Settlement ?ank stood at $2,004,184,294.21. 

As of September 30, 1990, the Security 
Account has fallen below the required bal- 
ance of $500 million 34 times. Iran has re- 
plenished the account 34 times, as required 
by the Algiers Accords, by transferring 
funds from the separate account held by 
the NV Settlement Bank in which interest 
on the Security Account is deposited. Iran 
has also replenished the account twice 
when it was not required by the Accords, 
for a total of 36 replenishments. Additional- 
ly, the account was replenished on Septem- 
ber 21 in the amount of $200 million pursu- 
ant to a settlement agreement with the 
United States Government. A further re- 
plenishment of $228,804.05 on September 
24 was related to the transfer of the unuti- 
lized balance of a letter of credit. As of 
September 30, 1990, the total amount in 
the Security Account was $271,986,604.21, 
and the total amount in the interest ac- 
count was $5,247,131.38. The aggregate 
amount that has been transferred from the 
interest account to the Security Account is 
$832,872,986.47. 

3. The Tribunal continues to make 
progress in the arbitration of claims of U.S. 
nationals for $250,000.00 or more. Over 80 
percent of the nonbank claims have now 
been disposed of through adjudication, set- 
tlement, or voluntary withdrawal, leaving 
133 such claims on the docket. The largest 
of the large claims, the progress of which 
has been slowed by their complexity, are 
finally being decided, sometimes with siza- 
ble damage awards to the U.S. claimant. In 
the largest settlement to date, Amoco set- 
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tled its two pending cases against the Na- 
tional Iranian Oil Co. for a payment of $600 
million. Since the last report, 12 large 
claims have been decided. 

4. On May 13, 1990, the United States 
and Iran signed an agreement settling the 
claims of U.S. nationals against Iran of less 
than $250,000.00 and certain U.S. claims 
against Iran for outstanding loans made by 
the Agency for International Development, 
On June 22, 1990, the Iran-U.S. Claims Tri- 
bunal issued Award No. 483 recording and 
giving effect to the settlement agreement. 
This award terminated the small claims 
pending before the Tribunal. Under the 
IACRs, the award constitutes the Tribunal’s 
final disposition of small claims. The award 
provided for the payment of $105 million to 
the United States out of the Security Ac- 
count. Of that amount, $50 million will be 
available for the settlement of the small 
claims through a program established at the 
Foreign Claims Settlhement Commission at 
the Department of Justice. On June 28, 
1990, the Department of State formally 
transferred the small claims program to the 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commission, as 
envisioned by the settlement agreement 
and the Iran Claims Settlement Act. 

Originally, 2,795 small claims were filed 
with the Tribunal. The small claims settle- 
ment agreement covers 2,361 claims that 
were pending at the Tribunal on the date 
of the signing of the agreement, 10 claims 
that were dismissed by the Tribunal for lack 
of jurisdiction, 326 claims that were filed 
with the Tribunal but subsequently volun- 
tarily withdrawn, and 415 claims that were 
submitted to the State Department but not 
timely filed with the Tribunal. All other 
claims filed with the Tribunal but not cov- 
ered by the agreement had already been 
resolved through awards or settlements be- 
tween the parties. 

5. In coordination with concerned Gov- 
ernment agencies, the Department of State 
continues to present United States Govern- 
ment claims against Iran, as well as re- 
sponses by the United States Government 
to claims brought against it by Iran. Since 
the last report, the Department has filed 
pleadings in eight government-to-govern- 
ment claims. Two such claims have been 
settled. Regarding Case No. B/1, in return 


for Iran’s agreement not to seek return of 
the full balance of its Foreign Military Sales 
Trust Fund from the United States in ad- 
vance of adjudication of its claims on the 
merits, the United States transferred $200 
million from the Trust Fund to the Security 
Account, where it will be available for pay- 
ment of Tribunal awards to successful U.S. 
claimants. 

6. Since the last report, eight bank syndi- 
cates have completed negotiations with 
Bank Markazi Jomhouri Islami Iran (“Bank 
Markazi,” Iran’s central bank) and have 
been paid a total of $4,393,148.93 for inter- 
est accruing for the period January 1-18, 
1981 (“January Interest”). These payments 
were made from Dollar Account No. 1 at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
(“FRBNY”). In addition, under the April 13, 
1988, agreement between the FRBNY and 
Bank Markazi, the FRBNY returned 
$4,693,421.29 of Iranian funds to Bank Mar- 
kazi. 


7. The situation reviewed above contin- 
ues to implicate important diplomatic, fi- 
nancial, and legal interests of the United 
States and its nationals and presents an un- 
usual challenge to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States. The Ira- 
nian Assets Control Regulations, issued pur- 
suant to Executive Order No. 12170, con- 
tinue to play an important role in structur- 
ing our relationship with Iran and in ena- 
bling the United States to implement prop- 
erly the Algiers Accords. Similarly, the Ira- 
nian Transactions Regulations, issued pursu- 
ant to Executive Order No. 12613, continue 
to advance important objectives in combat- 
ting international terrorism. I shall continue 
to exercise the powers at my disposal to 
deal with these problems and will continue 
to report periodically to the Congress on 
significant developments. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Reporting on the 
Cyprus Conflict 


November 29, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

In accordance with Public Law 95-384 
(92 Stat. 739; 22 USC 2373(c)), I am submit- 
ting to you this bimonthly report on 
progress toward a negotiated settlement of 
the Cyprus question. 

This report covers the period from 
August through early October 1990, a time 
in which both U.N. and U.S. efforts concen- 
trated on trying to get the Cyprus inter- 
communal talks restarted. 


In early August, the Secretary General 
sent his Special Representative on Cyprus, 
Ambassador Oscar Camilion, and Mr. Gus- 
tave Feissel of the Secretary General’s New 
York staff to Ankara and Athens. In both 
capitals the two U.N. officials discussed the 
continuing stalemate in the negotiations 
and asked for Turkish and Greek Govern- 
ment support in furthering the Secretary 
General’s “plan of action,” which he out- 
lined in his report to the U.N. Security 
Council on July 12. 


Both the Turkish and Greek Govern- 
ments conveyed their willingness to cooper- 
ate with the U.N., and on September 11 the 
UNSYG’s spokesman released the following 
statement in New York in describing the 
status of the Cyprus negotiations: 

“In recent days, I have been asked about 
the intentions of the Secretary General with 
regard to his mission of good offices in 
Cyprus and the questions that have been 
raised about the application of Cyprus to 
the EC. 

“The Security Council has called on the 
leaders of the two communities in Cyprus 
to pursue their efforts to reach freely a mu- 
tually acceptable solution and to cooperate, 
on an equal footing, with the Secretary 
General. To achieve this goal, the members 
of the Council have endorsed the plan of 
action proposed by the Secretary General 
in his report of 12 July. 

“In resolution 649 (1990), the Council has 
made it clear that the solution being sought 


has to be a bi-communal and bi-zonal feder- 
ation that will ensure the sovereignty, inde- 
pendence, territorial integrity and non- 
alignment of Cyprus and will exclude union 
in part or in whole with any other country 
or any form of partition or secession. 


“The overall agreement to be negotiated 
by the two leaders must cover all the issues 
that make up the Cyprus question. It is en- 
visaged that matters related to the mem- 
bership of Cyprus in the EC will be dis- 
cussed in this connection. 


“The Secretary General is concerned by 
the continued deterioration of the situation 
in Cyprus due to developments in past 
months and the lack of progress in the ne- 
gotiating process. This trend must be re- 
versed. He therefore hopes that it will be 
possible to implement his plan of action 
without delay.” 


Six days later, on September 17, 1990, the 
Council of the European Community, meet- 
ing in Brussels, considered the Government 
of Cyprus’ July 4 application for member- 
ship in the European Community and de- 
cided to refer the application to the Com- 
mission of the European Community for 
study. 


On September 25, during Turkish Presi- 
dent Ozal’s meeting with me, we discussed 
ways of supporting the U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral in his attempts to promote reconcilia- 
tion on the island. Secretary of State Baker 
also had several such conversations with 
Greek Foreign Minister Samaras in the 
same period. On September 25, Under Sec- 
retary of State Kimmitt met with Cypriot 
President Vassiliou in New York to stress 
continuing U.S. support for U.N.-sponsored 
efforts in Cyprus. President Vassiliou, in 
turn, recalled his speech earlier that day 
before the UNGA in which he insisted that 
“a just and viable solution to the Cyprus 
problem necessitates that negotiations are 
entered into in good faith and are result- 
oriented. We have, time and time again, 
displayed our commitment as well as our 
good will during the course of negotiations. 
We have presented proposals to the Turkish 
Cypriot side going far beyond the protec- 
tion of cultural, religious and linguistic iden- 
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tity, aiming at creating a federation consist- 
ing of two regions, one to be administered 
by the Turkish Cypriot community and the 
other by the Greek Cypriot.” 


President Vassiliou returned to Cyprus 
several days later and, in a speech before a 
special session of his House of Representa- 
tives marking the island’s 30th anniversary 
of its independence, he included the follow- 
ing notable passage: 


“Naturally foremost in our hearts and our 
minds is the national problem which is di- 
rectly connected with our survival and on 
whose solution much else depends. We 
carry 30 years of experience as well as 
many wounds from which all of us, Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots should learn. 
Mistakes and omissions were made by both 
sides in the past. However, history and our 
present situation have convinced us that all 
these, as well as foreign interventions, do 
not serve the interest of any Cypriot. Our 
destiny was and remains common. Conse- 
quently, with goodwill, tolerance, mutual 
respect for our differences and views, we 
can find a solution acceptable to all. We can 


and we must pinpoint the points which 
unite us and serve us all and build on them. 
The future cannot be secured with separat- 


ist trends and_ sterile confrontation. 
Through contact and the exchange of views 
on all levels, a climate of mutual trust and 
understanding can be created, which will 
eliminate the mistrust created and main- 
tained by isolation. That is why we work for 
rapprochement.” 


In late September, the U.N. Secretary 
General and his advisers reached agree- 
ment on how their “plan of action” would 
be implemented. Ambassador Camilion and 
Mr. Feissel returned to Cyprus in mid-Octo- 
ber to begin a series of separate meetings 
with the leaders of the Turkish Cypriot and 
Greek Cypriot communities to see if work 
could be restarted on a draft outline for a 
Cyprus settlement. My special Cyprus Coor- 
dinator, Nelson Ledsky, met with these 
U.N. negotiators and with representatives of 
the interested parties in New York and 
travelled to the eastern Mediterranean in 
late October, to reemphasize U.S. support 
for the U.N. negotiating effort. The UNSYG 
has sent a further report to the U.N. Securi- 


ty Council detailing the status of the negoti- 
ations through October 31. 
Sincerely, 
George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Claiborne Pell, chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Argentine and Brazilian Compliance 
With Nuclear Safeguards and 
Nonproliferation Regimes 


November 29, 1990 


The United States applauds the Novem- 
ber 28 announcement by Argentina and 
Brazil to work with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to apply 
safeguards to all nuclear facilities and activi- 
ties in their countries and to bring into 
force the Treaty of Tlatelolco, which estab- 
lishes a nuclear weapon-free zone in Latin 
America. The prospects for a Latin America 
forever free from the dangers of nuclear 
weapons have brightened. 

President Menem and President Collor 
have acted boldly to enhance regional and 
world stability in pledging to use nuclear 
energy only for peaceful purposes. We an- 
ticipate that yesterday’s announcement of 
mutual inspections and negotiations with 
the IAEA will lead to the early implementa- 
tion of a full-scope IAEA safeguards agree- 
ment. This will facilitate peaceful nuclear 
cooperation with Brazil and Argentina 
while broadening their access to other ad- 
vanced technologies. 

We also welcome and commend the com- 
mitment by the Governments of Argentina 
and Brazil to bring the Treaty of Tlatelolco 
into force. We urge them to do so swiftly. 
We also urge those countries in Latin 
America which have not done so to bring 
the treaty into force as Argentina and 
Brazil are pledging to do and to support the 
international community’s nonproliferation 
regime. President Bush will visit the region 
next week and looks forward to discussing 
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these issues in greater detail with Presi- 
dents Menem and Collor. 


Statement on Signing the Stewart B. 
McKinney Homeless Assistance 
Amendments Act of 1990 


November 29, 1990 


It is with great pleasure that I have today 
signed H.R. 3789, the Stewart B. McKinney 
Homeless Assistance Amendments Act of 
1990. Congress first enacted the Stewart B. 
McKinney Homeless Assistance Act in 1987, 
and the act signed today will reauthorize a 
broad array of programs to assist the home- 
less, amend current programs, and author- 
ize certain new programs to address the 
continuing needs of homeless, especially the 
mentally ill and substance abusers. 

Since 1987 the McKinney Act has provid- 
ed over $2 billion for programs to assist the 
homeless. H.R. 3789 will authorize the new 
Shelter Plus Care Program, an administra- 
tion proposal, which will help link rental 
housing assistance to other supportive serv- 
ices for the homeless. 


Under the provisions of H.R. 3789, the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
is authorized to establish a Family Support 
Centers demonstration program that will 
provide a number of health and related 
services for low-income individuals who 
were previously homeless or are at risk of 
becoming homeless. The act also authorizes 
additional grants to the States that would be 
focused on those who are currently home- 
less and suffer from both substance abuse 
and mental illness. 


H.R. 3789 recognizes that the homeless 
often have needs that go beyond housing 
assistance. By providing health services, 
substance abuse services, and counseling in 
addition to housing assistance, this act en- 
hances the administration’s ability to ad- 
dress the needs of the homeless in all their 
complexity. 


Note: H.R. 3789, approved November 29, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-645. 
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Statement on Signing the Bill on 
Wetland and Coastal Inland Waters 
Protection and Restoration Programs 


November 29, 1990 


Today I am signing H.R. 5390, “An Act to 
prevent and control infestation of the coast- 
al inland waters of the United States by the 
zebra mussel and other nonindigenous 
aquatic nuisance species, to reauthorize the 
National Sea Grant College Program, and 
for other purposes.” This Act is designed to 
minimize, monitor, and control nonindigen- 
ous species that become established in the 
United States, particularly the zebra mussel; 
establish wetlands protection and restora- 
tion programs in Louisiana and nationally; 
and promote fish and wildlife conservation 
in the Great Lakes. 

Title III of this Act designates a State 
official not subject to executive control as a 
member of the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands 
Conservation and Restoration Task Force. 
This official would be the only member of 
the Task Force whose appointment would 
not conform to the Appointments Clause of 
the Constitution. 

The Task Force will set priorities for wet- 
lands restoration and formulate Federal 
conservation and restoration plans. Certain 
of its duties, which ultimately determine 
funding levels for particular restoration 
projects, are an exercise of significant au- 
thority that must be undertaken by an offi- 
cer of the United States, appointed in ac- 
cordance with the Appointments Clause, 
Article II, sec. 2, cl. 2, of the Constitution. 

In order to constitutionally enforce this 
program, I instruct the Task Force to pro- 
mulgate its priorities list under section 
303(aX2) “by a majority vote of those Task 
Force members who are present and 
voting,” and to consider the State official to 
be a nonvoting member of the Task Force 
for this purpose. Moreover, the Secretary of 
the Army should construe “lead Task Force 
member” to include only those members 
appointed in conformity with the Appoint- 
ments Clause. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 29, 1990. 
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Note: H.R. 5390, approved November 29, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-646. 


Remarks to the Association of Bank 
Holding Companies 


November 29, 1990 


Well, thank you all very much. And it is a 
pleasure to do what’s known in Washington 
as a cameo appearance, a drop-by. But I’m 
delighted to be here—these very busy and 
very interesting times. I first want to thank 
Gene Miller and, of course, my friend—I 
don’t want to put him in an age category, 
but my classmate—Lud Ashley, an old 
friend, and, of course, the leading lights of 
the banking industry here today. 

Back in February of 1989, the members 
of your organization came out early for our 
S&L program, the reform bill. Your strong 
support helped us take a critical first step 
toward restoring the integrity of our S&L 
system, and we are very grateful for that. 
And since then, Nick Brady, who is known 
to, I guess, everybody here, has been con- 
ducting a thorough review of the key issues 
and the concerns of the American banking 
system. 

What he’s found is the need for signifi- 
cant structural reform, reforms that keep 
pace with the revolutionary changes in fi- 
nancial services that have marked the past 
two decades. And today in the age of the 
ATM and the 800 number, and in the face 
of intense competition from nonbanks to 
meet the consumer’s credit needs, we must 
rethink and reexamine our existing regula- 
tions and the need for change. 

The regulatory system that served us very 
well, indeed, from its inception in the thir- 
ties, is today, in my view, increasingly out- 
moded, is likely to prevent banks from stay- 
ing competitive as it is to allow them to 
serve customers and sustain confidence in 
the system. The result can be counterpro- 
ductive: Denying banks the opportunity to 
enter new markets actually encourages 
risky ventures that fall within the old rules 
and regulations. 

In January, the Treasury Department will 
make its recommendations on comprehen- 
sive banking reforms, including provisions 


on deposit insurance. The legislation that 
we will propose will make a significant con- 
tribution to the long-term health of the 
banking system. And once again, I will be 
in close touch with Lud and Gene and all of 
you here today to help secure a speedy pas- 
sage of this reform package in the 102d 
Congress. What’s at stake is not just the 
confidence of the American people in the 
banking system but the profitability and the 
competitiveness of a key American indus- 
try, because our banking system can never 
be truly safe if it’s not also economically 
sound. 

Lud tells me the theme of the conference 
is managing risk. And I don’t need to tell 
you how the events of the past few months 
have clouded over the crystal ball out there 
for everybody. For the people in this room 
who face the challenge of mapping corpo- 
rate strategies in an environment that at 
best is uncertain, the task you face is ex- 
traordinarily complex. 

I know that—I see Jim Leach back here, 
another old friend of mine, and I know that 
he’s been up here preaching some wisdom. 
I’m not sure exactly what he says, but listen 
carefully to him. [Laughter] He’s one of the 
sanest and greatest Members of the Con- 
gress, I can tell you that. I also understand 
that Richard Breeden was here—I don’t 
know if he’s here now—but the head of the 
SEC [Securities and Exchange Commission] 
was here—good man. They’ve spoken 
about—in more detail than I’m capable— 
spoke to you about the challenges that con- 
front you. And they are serious. No question 
about it. 

Interest rates, frankly, are higher than 
any of us would like them te be. I am very 
hopeful—and I’m not one who is a Fed 
basher or anything of that nature—but I’m 
hopeful that the deficit agreement that was 
not the world’s most popular piece of legis- 
lation—budget deficit agreement will lead 
eventually to lower rates. And of course, 
we’ve seen some come down. I happen to 
think that’s very good for the economy. I 
know your concerns about a credit crunch, 
and we’ve been having a series of very in- 
teresting meetings with private sector 
people at the White House, which has 
helped me understand better the credit 
crunch. 
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I mentioned earlier the concept that 
some of you all have in this industry of 
overregulation or excessive zeal in the regu- 
latory business, and I think we’re now more 
attuned to that problem than heretofore. 
And so, what I hope is, is when we get the 
new Congress here we can take more of a 
leadership role out of the White House in 
not only helping to strengthen the business 
that you all are in but to sometimes relieve 
a little pressure from the overzealous 
nature of some of the regulations. 

So, we are in a period that concerns me 
of a sluggish economy. I suspect that each 
one of you here has economists that you 
believe in. And some are saying recession, 
and some are saying slowdown, and some 
saying downturn. But one positive thing is 
that most, if not all, people are suggesting 
that whatever it is, it won’t be long lasting. 
And I think that is very important to the 
overall good of the American people. I am 
confident that it will run its course. I think 
it will be relatively slow, based on the 
expert opinions to which I have access. I am 
certain that the institutions that are repre- 
sented here and all of you business leaders 
in this room will play a leading role in re- 
viving the economy and returning to the 
path of expansion and opportunity and 
growth. 

So, I might add just a comment or two 
about the effects of what’s happening half- 
way around the world on our own economy 
and on the economies of other countries. 
One of the most fascinating visits that I had 
on this recent trip to Europe—a trip that 
preceded another good trip, incidentally, 
for those of you who are interested in mat- 
ters south of our border, a trip to Mexico— 
but one of the things that was really fasci- 
nating to me about the trip to Europe were 
the talks I had with the eastern European 
leaders. 

I started my trip by going to see [Presi- 
dent] Vaclav Havel in Czechoslovakia. 
Here’s a country whose economy is being 
devastated by what Saddam Hussein [Presi- 
dent of Iraq] is doing in the Persian Gulf. I 
think he used a figure of $1.5 billion for 1 
year estimated strain on that fragile econo- 
my. Comes at a very bad time for him. We 
had a little press conference outside of what 
they call the Castle there, which is his head- 
quarters, in that marvelous center of 
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Prague, and he was asked a question. And I 
think some who were inquiring thought 
that maybe there would be a wedge driven 
between the steadfast position of the United 
States, as we approach the dictator Saddam 
Hussein, and Czechoslovakia. But to the 
surprise of some, but not to me, since I had 
talked to him about it, in spite of the eco- 
nomic hardship to Czechoslovakia, he was 
about as strong as you could possibly be in 
standing up against the rape, the pillage, 
and the plunder, and the aggression against 
Kuwait. That was true also of the Polish and 
Hungarian leaders with whom I met a few 
days later in Paris at the CSCE [Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe] 
meeting. 

And so, on this subject of the Gulf, it is 
clear to me that those who can afford it the 
least are those who are getting hurt the 
worst by the speculation that’s resulted in 
these higher oil prices. Some of you may 
have heard Alan Greenspan [Chairman of 
the Board of Governors, Federal Reserve 
System] in his rather eloquent testimony 
talking a day or two ago about the effect 
that the oil increases are having on the 
United States economy and what that 
means, trying to assess the slowdown or the 
recession or whatever one would call exact- 
ly what we're in now. 

And it’s very clear that they are having a 
very bad effect on our economy. But one of 
the reasons that the world is holding togeth- 
er as well as it is, is that the smallest coun- 
tries—and many of them, Moslem coun- 
tries—feel just as strongly as we do, and 
others, that the aggression must be re- 
turned not simply on the moral basis, which 
certainly is a profound reason to see the 
aggression turned around, but on the eco- 
nomic basis as well. Their economies are 
being hurt. It’s not just eastern Europe. 
Take a look at Senegal. Some of you all do 
business all through Africa, and take a look 
at some of the countries that really are in 
tough shape there, and then see what the 
result of Saddam Hussein’s aggression is 
doing to them. And then add to it what’s 
happened in the United States. And that 
whole economic side of this equation comes 
much more clearly into focus. 

I'm hopeful that this afternoon the 
United Nations will pass—I believe it’s its 
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13th resolution, maybe it’s its 1lth. But as 
one who served at the United Nations with 
sometimes frustration because of the failure 
of the so-called peacekeeping function of 
the U.N., I think one of the exciting and 
positive things to be coming out of all this 
strife and problems halfway around the 
world is the rejuvenation of the United Na- 
tions peacekeeping function. 

It is not insignificant that it’s not the 
United States alone but the United States 
backed—or in conjunction with the rest of 
the Security Council—indeed, with most of 
the members of the United Nations itself 
strongly supporting what we are about in 
trying to reverse the aggression over there. 
So, my point is, there’s a moral underpin- 
ning to what we’re doing. To me, it is very, 
very clear, and I don’t intend to waver one 
single bit. 

But there’s also an economic side to this 
equation, and economic effects are devas- 
tating those who can afford it the least. So, 
we’re embarked on a very interesting path 
here, and I hope that the resolution—that it 
will be peaceful. That is certainly what ev- 
erybody aspires to, certainly the President, 
who is also the Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces. But I think the main thing 
that I hope will come out of today’s session 
of the United Nations is that we send per- 
haps the clearest signal of all to Saddam 
Hussein that the world is deadly serious 
about reversing this aggression and about 
lifting this economic oppression that he has 
wrought on many, many countries that can 
ill afford it. 

So, we'll see where we go. I hope my 
optimism I feel at this point is not mis- 
placed. If it is, we just go right back to the 
drawing board, because I know that we 
have to prevail. And I expect all of you who 
do business abroad, as most of you do, un- 
derstand exactly what I’m talking about 
when I talk about the horrible economic 
effects that this man’s aggression is having 
on all the economies of the world. 

Listen, it is a great pleasure to be here. I 
salute you and your work. I’m delighted to 
be with you, and I would welcome from the 
private sector any input on how the Gov- 
ernment, by either getting out of the way 
or by in one way or another doing our busi- 
ness better, can strengthen and encourage 
the banking system of this country. It is 


vital. And we’ve taken it for granted for 
years and years as a sign of the greatest 
stability—one of the great stable points of 
our country. And I’m confident that if we 
conduct ourselves right and if you do your 
business right, that principle will be out 
there for all to see in the days ahead. 

Thank you, and good luck to you in your 
work. And thank you for letting me come 
by for this cameo appearance. Thanks a lot. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:26 p.m. in 
the ballroom of the Willard Hotel. In his 
remarks, he referred to Eugene Miller, 
chairman and chief executive officer of Co- 
merica Corp, Inc.; Thomas Ludlow Ashley, 
president of the Association of Bank Hold- 
ing Companies; and Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Nicholas F. Brady. 


Remarks at a Reception for Participants 
in Students Taking Action and 
Responsibility in Service 

November 29, 1990 


Looking out on these shining faces today, 
Barbara and I remember a summer day on 
the South Lawn more than a year ago when 
I challenged—called upon—every young 
person in America to make service to those 
in need a central and enduring part of their 
lives. And we are just delighted to be here 
to celebrate one significant result of that 
day, a new, exciting educational initiative 
called StarServe. 

I want to first express my thanks to an old 
friend, several old friends, and I’m talking, 
of course, about Mike Love and the Beach 
Boys. Mike said that he was motivated to go 
out and help young people respond to this 
call. And he did, and he’s done it, and he’s 
given of himself, and so have his wonderful 
colleagues. And we are very grateful to 
them. I want to thank the Kraft General 
Foods Foundation for its underpinning, its 
financial support; and, of course, the United 
Way for its expertise. 

Thanks to all the young people gathered 
here and, of course, to the stars who sup- 
port StarServe and given of themselves as 
well. You and other stars who have already 
agreed to participate in this effort show that 
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real stars—real stars—use their influence to 
encourage those who admire them to do 
likewise. As we speak, the materials of Star- 
Serve are being sent to more than 100,000 
educators of students in grades 4 through 
12 throughout the country. 

And of course, StarServe isn’t creating 
youth community service; many young 
people are already undertaking meaningful 
projects all around the country. There’s no 
better example of this than Diane Wurst’s 
third grade class in Polk, Nebraska, who, as 
we've heard, was our 48th daily Point of 
Light. Each school day for the last 7 years, 
each one—you heard from one of them— 
but each one of these third graders has tele- 
phoned these homebound seniors, offering 
words of comfort and cheer. You’ve heard 
from her and then got another little 
window by Trent there—visiting their el- 
derly friends on weekends and holidays, as- 
suring those who are alone that someone 
cares. 

While there are other outstanding exam- 
ples of youth service, I want every young 
American, from 5 to 25, to be a Point of 
Light in his or her community. Whether it’s 
lonely senior citizens, a troubled classmate 
or acquaintance, someone who’s burdened 
by drug abuse, illiteracy, homelessness or 
hunger, there’s a need right next door, 
down the hall, or in your own backyard that 
you can meet. 

StarServe is one of the first independent 
initiatives of the Points of Light Founda- 
tion, the new, nonprofit, nonpartisan foun- 
dation on which I’m pleased to serve as 
honorary chairman. By making service cre- 
ative and educational for young Americans, 
StarServe will help the foundation achieve 
its goal of engaging all Americans in serv- 
ice. Barbara and I believe that if, at an early 
age, you learn to serve those in need, it will 
become the way you live your whole life, 
bringing a sense of meaning and adventure 
that simply can’t be matched. 

StarServe shows that businesses can, 
indeed, help young people make their serv- 
ice ideas a reality, that nonprofits can pro- 
vide invaluable counsel to those who are 
new to community service, and that the 
worlds of entertainment and media can use 
their influence to make service a pervasive 
part of the popular culture. I especially like 
the name of this project, StarServe, Stu- 
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dents Taking Action and Responsibility in 
Service. Every young person wants to be a 
star. 

Well, every young person has a gift to 
give to someone in need, and America 
needs your gifts now as never before. And 
so to all young Americans I say, answer the 
call to serve your community and be a star. 
Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:19 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. Trent 
Stevens is a third-grade student at Polk 
Public School in Polk, NE. 


Statement on Signing the Crime 
Control Act of 1990 


November 29, 1990 


Today I sign into law S. 3266, the “Crime 
Control Act of 1990.” The Act contains im- 
portant steps forward in several areas, par- 
ticularly Federal debt collection and pros- 
ecution of financial institutions fraud. It also 
provides further protection for children 
from child abuse and child pornography. 
However, I must note my deep disappoint- 
ment over many provisions noticeably 
absent from the legislation. 

Over a year and a half ago, with the sup- 
port of State and local police and prosecu- 
tors, I submitted to the Congress a compre- 
hensive legislative package to assist law en- 
forcement efforts in keeping violent crimi- 
nals off our Nation’s streets. That legislation 
contained a death penalty for the most hei- 
nous Federal crimes, including mail bomb- 
ing and terrorist murder; comprehensive 
reform of habeas corpus proceedings that 
continue to nullify State death penalty laws 
through repetitive hearings and endless 
delays; reform of the exclusionary rule to 
allow juries to consider all evidence gath- 
ered by law enforcement officers acting in 
good faith; and enhanced penalties for the 
criminal use of firearms. 

Despite the fact that each of these pro- 
posals passed one or both Houses of Con- 
gress, none is included in the legislation I 
am signing today. At the eleventh hour, 
these reforms were stripped from the crime 
bill by the conference committee. 
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I am also disturbed by provisions in S. 
3266 that unnecessarily constrain the dis- 
cretion of State and local governments. Ex- 
amples are found in Title VIII’s “rural drug 
enforcement” program; in Title XV’s “drug- 
free school zones” program; and in Title 
XVIII’s program for “correctional options 
incentives.” Most egregiously, section 1702 
inappropriately overrides legitimate State 
firearms laws with a new and unnecessary 
Federal law. The policies reflected in these 
provisions could legitimately be adopted by 
the States, but they should not be imposed 
on the States by the Congress. 


Habeas corpus litigation is another area in 
which congressional policies may impede 
effective State law enforcement. In Public 
Law 101-515, the Congress appropriated 
substantial funds for “Death Penalty Re- 
source Centers.” Because S. 3266 does not 
include the reform of the habeas corpus 
system that I proposed, these Federal funds 
will inevitably be used in part to foster re- 
petitive attacks on State court judgments 
and to delay unjustly the implementation of 
State sentences. 


While this is not the crime bill I asked the 
Congress to pass, I am pleased with the 
tools S. 3266 provides for fighting financial 
institutions fraud. S. 3266 establishes within 
the Department of Justice an Office of Spe- 
cial Counsel for Financial Institutions 
Fraud, a Financial Institutions Fraud Unit, 
Financial Institutions Fraud Task Forces, 
and a Senior Interagency Group. In addi- 
tion, the bill enhances the ability of the 
Federal banking agencies and the Depart- 
ment of Justice to seize the assets of wrong- 
doers and makes it more difficult for those 
wrongdoers to use bankruptcy to avoid civil 
or criminal penalties. 


Furthermore, this Act improves signifi- 
cantly the ability of the Department of Jus- 
tice to collect millions of dollars owed to 
the Federal Government. For the first time, 
the Congress has provided United States at- 
torneys with uniform civil procedures for 
the collection of debts owed to the Ameri- 
can taxpayers. 


Americans have the right to be free from 
fear in their homes, in their streets, and in 
their neighborhoods. I call on the Congress 
to implement the remainder of the compre- 


hensive crime package, which fell short of 
becoming law this session. The American 
people deserve tough, new laws to help us 
prevail in the fight against drugs and crime. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 29, 1990. 


Note: S. 3266, approved November 29, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-647. 


Statement on Signing the Negotiated 
Rulemaking Act of 1990 


November 29, 1990 


Today I am signing S. 303, the “Negotiat- 
ed Rulemaking Act of 1990.” This Act will 
encourage Federal agencies to use negotia- 
tion in the regulatory process, to the extent 
that it may be appropriate, as a means of 
avoiding costly and time-consuming litiga- 
tion. 

In approving this bill; I must emphasize 
that Federal officials will retain their full 
statutory and constitutional responsibility to 
make all administrative determinations on 
regulatory matters. Under the Appoint- 
ments Clause of the Constitution, Article II, 
Sec. 2, Cl. 2, governmental authority may 
be exercised only by officers of the United 
States. 

The Act does not require an agency to 
adopt, or even to publish as a proposed 
rule, a consensus reached by a negotiated 
rulemaking advisory committee. Nor does 
the Act supplant either the role of the 
public in commenting on a proposed rule in 
accordance with the Administrative Proce- 
dure Act, or the responsibility of Govern- 
ment officials to consider such comments 
and to decide on and draft the text of a 
final rule. In this regard, I note that a nego- 
tiated rulemaking advisory committee has 
completed its function after it has recom- 
mended a proposed rule to the rulemaking 
agency. 

I must also emphasize that S. 303 does 
not derogate in any way from existing 
agency authority to utilize or experiment 
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with any lawful form of rulemaking, includ- 
ing negotiated rulemaking. 
George Bush 


The White House, 
November 29, 1990. 


Note: S. 303, approved November 29, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-648. 


Remarks on Signing the Immigration 
Act of 1990 


November 29, 1990 


Thank you very much for coming, every- 
body. And first, may I salute the Attorney 
General and Secretary Ed Derwinski, and 
also, welcome the distinguished Members of 
Congress who are with us today: Senator 
Kennedy and Senator Thurmond, Senator 
Simpson, Senator Simon. Ham Fish was to 
be here; Congressmen Morrison and Lamar 
Smith are with us. I don’t know whether 
Ham wedged into the back or not. But in 
any event, welcome to all of you. 

Today I am pleased to sign S. 358, the 
Immigration Act of 1990. It is the most 
comprehensive reform of our immigration 
laws in 66 years. Nearly all Americans have 
ancestors who braved the oceans—liberty- 
loving risk takers in search of an ideal—the 
largest voluntary migrations in recorded 
history. Across the Pacific, across the Atlan- 
tic, they came from every point on the 
compass—many passing beneath the Statue 
of Liberty—with fear and vision, with 
sorrow and adventure, fleeing tyranny or 
terror, seeking haven, and all seeking hope. 

And now we stand again before an open 
door—a door into tomorrow. Immigration 
reform began in 1986 with an effort to 
close the back door on illegal immigration. 
And now as we open the front door to in- 
creased legal immigration, this bill provides 
long-needed enforcement authority. It also 
credits the special role of immigrants to 
America, and it will promote a more com- 
petitive economy, respect for the family 
unit, and swift punishment for drugs and 
crime. 

Immigration is not just a link to America’s 
past; it’s also a bridge to America’s future. 
This bill provides for vital increases for 
entry on the basis of skills, infusing the 
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ranks of our scientists and engineers and 
educators with new blood and new ideas. 
And it also boosts our war on drugs and 
crime, allowing us to send back alien of- 
fenders who threaten our streets and who 
make up nearly a fourth of our Federal 
prison populations. It’ll help secure our bor- 
ders, the front lines of the drug war. It also 
revises the exclusion grounds for the first 
time since enactment in 1952, putting an 
end to the kind of political litmus tests that 
might have excluded even some of the 
heroes of the eastern European Revolution 
of 1989. 

This bill is good for families, good for 
business, good for crime fighting, and geod 
for America. We welcome both it and the 
generations of future Americans who it will 
bring in to strengthen our great country. 

And now I am honored and pleased to 
sign into law the Immigration Act of 1990. 
And I'd like to ask the Members of Con- 
gress—if you all would come up—if we do 
this. Ed, if you'll get on one side and Dick 
on the other. 


[At this point, the President signed the bill.| 
There we go. Well done. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Attorney Gener- 
al Dick Thornburgh; Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Edward J. Derwinski; and Repre- 
sentative Hamilton Fish, Jr. S. 358, ap- 
proved November 29, was assigned Public 
Law No. 101-649. 


Statement on Signing the Immigration 
Act of 1990 


November 29, 1990 


Today I am pleased to sign S. 358, the 
“Immigration Act of 1990”—the most com- 
prehensive reform of our immigration laws 
in 66 years. This Act recognizes the funda- 
mental importance and historic contribu- 
tions of immigrants to our country. S. 358 
accomplishes what this Administration 
sought from the outset of the immigration 
reform process: a complementary blending 
of our tradition of family reunification with 
increased immigration of skilled individuals 
to meet our economic needs. 
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The legislation meets several objectives of 
this Administration’s domestic policy 
agenda—cultivation of a more competitive 
economy, support for the family as the es- 
sential unit of society, and swift and effec- 
tive punishment for drug-related and other 
violent crime. 

S. 358 provides for a significant increase 
in the overall number of immigrants per- 
mitted to enter the United States each year. 
The Act maintains our Nation’s historic 
commitment to family reunification by in- 
creasing the number of immigrant visas al- 
located on the basis of family ties. 

At the same time, S. 358 dramatically in- 
creases the number of immigrants who may 
be admitted to the United States because of 
the skills they have and the needs of our 
economy. This legislation will encourage 
the immigration of exceptionally talented 
people, such as scientists, engineers, and 
educators. Other provisions of S. 358 will 
promote the initiation of new business in 
rural areas and the investment of foreign 
capital in our economy. 

I am also pleased to note that this Act 
facilitates immigration not just in numerical 
terms, but also in terms of basic entry rights 
of those beyond our borders. S. 358 revises 
the politically related “exclusion grounds” 
for the first time since their enactment in 
1952. These revised grounds lift unneces- 
sary restrictions on those who may enter 
the United States. At the same time, they 
retain important administrative checks in 
the interest of national security as well as 
the health and welfare of U.S. citizens. 

Immigration reform began in 1986 with 
an effort to close the “back door” on illegal 
immigration through enactment of the 1986 
Immigration Reform and Control Act 
(IRCA). Now, as we open the “front door” 
to increased legal immigration, I am 
pleased that this Act also provides needed 
enforcement authority. 

S. 358 meets several objectives of my Ad- 
ministration’s war on drugs and violent 
crime. Specifically, it provides for the expe- 
ditious deportation of aliens who, by their 
violent criminal acts, forfeit their right to 
remain in this country. These offenders, 
comprising nearly a quarter of our Federal 
prison population, jeopardize the safety and 
well-being of every American resident. In 
addition, S. 358 improves this Administra- 


tion’s ability to secure the U.S. border—the 
front lines of the war on drugs—by clarify- 
ing the authority of Immigration and Natu- 
ralization Service enforcement officers to 
make arrests and carry firearms. 

S. 358 also improves the antidiscrimina- 
tion provisions of the IRCA. These amend- 
ments will help deter discrimination that 
might be related to the implementation of 
“employer sanctions” under the 1986 law. 
In this regard, S. 358 helps to remedy un- 
fortunate side effects of this important de- 
terrent to illegal immigration. 

In signing this legislation, I am concerned 
with the provision of S. 358 that creates a 
new form of relief known as “temporary 
protected status.” The power to grant tem- 
porary protected status would be, except as 
specifically provided, the “exclusive author- 
ity” by which the Attorney General could 
allow otherwise deportable aliens to remain 
here temporarily because of their national- 
ity or their region of origin. I do not inter- 
pret this provision as detracting from any 
authority of the executive branch to exer- 
cise prosecutorial discretion in suitable im- 
migration cases. Any attempt to do so 
would raise serious constitutional questions. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 29, 1990. 


Note: S. 358, approved November 29, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-649. 


Statement on the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 
Authorizing the Use of Force Against 
Iraq 

November 29, 1990 


The United Nations Security Council vote 
underscores the unity and determination of 
the international community to end Iraq’s 
illegal occupation of Kuwait. We are 
pleased to note the common stance and de- 
termination of the world in this endeavor. 
The United States will continue working 
with all countries for the express purpose of 
having the United Nations Security Council 
resolution fully implemented. We continue 


1947 





Nov. 29 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


to favor a peaceful settlement of this crisis; 
at the same time, and as the Security Coun- 
cil vote demonstrates, there is growing re- 
solve that Saddam’s [Saddam Hussein, Presi- 
dent of Iraq] occupation of Kuwait not be 
allowed to stand and that all necessary 
means be employed to ensure this is the 
case. 


The President’s News Conference 
November 30, 1990 


Persian Gulf Crisis 

The President. | have a statement, an 
opening statement, that is a little longer 
than normal; and I'd ask your indulgence. 
And then I will be glad to respond to ques- 
tions. 

We're in the Gulf because the world must 
not and cannot reward aggression. And 
we're there because our vital interests are 
at stake. And we’re in the Gulf because of 
the brutality of Saddam Hussein [President 
of Iraq]. We’re dealing with a dangerous 
dictator all too willing to use force who has 
weapons of mass destruction and is seeking 
new ones and who desires to control one of 
the world’s key resources—all at a time in 
history when the rules of the post-Cold War 
world are being written. 

Our objectives remain what they were 
since the outset. We seek Iraq’s immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait. 
We seek the restoration of Kuwait’s legiti- 
mate government. We seek the release of 
all hostages and the free functioning of all 
embassies. And we seek the stability and 
security of this critical region of the world. 

We are not alone in these goals and ob- 
jectives. The United Nations, invigorated 
with a new sense of purpose, is in full 
agreement. The United Nations Security 
Council has endorsed 12 resolutions to con- 
demn Iraq’s unprovoked invasion and occu- 
pation of Kuwait, implement tough eco- 
nomic sanctions to stop all trade in and out 
of Iraq, and authorize the use of force to 
compel Saddam to comply. 

Saddam Hussein has tried every way he 
knows how to make this a fight between 
Iraq and the United States, and clearly, he 
has failed. Forces of 26 other nations are 
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standing shoulder to shoulder with our 
troops in the Gulf. The fact is that it is not 
the United States against Iraq; it is Iraq 
against the world. And there’s never been a 
clearer demonstration of a world united 
against appeasement and aggression. 

Yesterday’s United Nations Security 
Council resolution was historic. Once again, 
the Security Council has enhanced the le- 
gitimate peacekeeping function of the 
United Nations. Until yesterday, Saddam 
may not have understood what he’s up 
against in terms of world opinion, and I’m 
hopeful that now he will realize that he 
must leave Kuwait immediately. 

I’m continually asked how effective are 
the U.N. sanctions that was put into effect 
on August 6th. I don’t know the answer to 
that question. Clearly, the sanctions are 
having some effect, but I can’t tell you that 
the sanctions alone will get the job done. 
And thus, I welcome yesterday’s United Na- 
tions action. 

The fledgling democracies in eastern 
Europe are being severely damaged by the 
economic effects of Saddam’s actions. The 
developing countries of Africa and in our 
hemisphere are being victimized by this 
dictator’s rape of his neighbor Kuwait. 
Those who feel that there is no down side 
to waiting months and months must consid- 
er the devastating damage being done 
every day to the fragile economies of those 
countries that can afford it the least. 

As Chairman Alan Greenspan [Board of 
Governors, Federal Reserve System] testi- 
fied just the other day, the increase in oil 
prices resulting directly from Saddam’s in- 
vasion is hurting our country, too. Our 
economy, as I said the other day, is at best 
in a serious slowdown, and if uncertainty 
remains in the energy markets, the slow- 
down will get worse. 

I’ve spelled out once again our reasons 
for sending troops to the Gulf. Let me tell 
you the things that concern me most. First, 
I put the immorality of the invasion of 
Kuwait itself. No nation should rape, pil- 
lage, and brutalize its neighbor. No nation 
should be able to wipe a member state of 
the United Nations and the Arab League off 
the face of the Earth. 

I’m deeply concerned about all the hos- 
tages—innocent people held against their 
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will in direct contravention of international 
law. Then there’s this cynical and brutal 
policy of forcing people to beg for their 
release, parceling out human lives to fami- 
lies and traveling emissaries like so much 
chattel. 

I’m deeply concerned about our own Em- 
bassy in Kuwait. The flag is still flying 
there. A handful of beleaguered Americans 
remain inside the Embassy unable to come 
and go. This treatment of our Embassy vio- 
lates every civilized principle of diplomacy. 
It demeans our people; it demeans our 
country. And I am determined that this 
Embassy, as called for under Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 674, be fully replenished and 
our people free to come home. What kind 
of precedent will these actions set for the 
future if Saddam’s violation of international 
law goes unchallenged? 

I'm also deeply concerned about the 
future of Kuwait itself. The tales of rape 
and assassination, of cold-blooded murder 
and rampant looting are almost beyond 
belief. The whole civilized world must unite 
and say: This kind of treatment of people 
must end. And those who violate the 
Kuwait people must be brought to justice. 

I’m deeply concerned about Saddam’s ef- 
forts to acquire nuclear weapons. Imagine 
his ability to blackmail his neighbors should 
he possess a nuclear device. We’ve seen 
him use chemical weapons on his own 
people. We’ve seen him take his own coun- 
try, one that should be wealthy and pros- 
perous, and turn it into a poor country all 
because of insatiable appetite for military 
equipment and conquest. 

I’ve been asked why I ordered more 
troops to the Gulf. I remain hopeful that we 
can achieve a peaceful solution to this crisis. 
But if force is required, we and the other 
26 countries who have troops in the area 
will have enough power to get the job 
done. 

In our country, I know that there are 
fears about another Vietnam. Let me assure 
you, should military action be required, this 
will not be another Vietnam. This will not 
be a protracted, drawn-out war. The forces 
arrayed are different. The opposition is dif- 
ferent. The resupply of Saddam’s military 
would be very different. The countries 
united against him in the United Nations 
are different. The topography of Kuwait is 


different. And the motivation of our all-vol- 
unteer force is superb. 

I want peace. I want peace, not war. But 
if there must be war, we will not permit 
our troops to have their hands tied behind 
their backs. And I pledge to you: There will 
not be any murky ending. If one American 
soldier has to go into battle, that soldier will 
have enough force behind him to win. And 
then get out as soon as possible, as soon as 
the U.N. objectives have been achieved. I 
will never—ever—agree to a halfway effort. 

Let me repeat: We have no argument 
with the people of Iraq; indeed, we have 
only friendship for the people there. Fur- 
ther, I repeat that we have no desire to 
keep one single American soldier in the 
Gulf a single day longer than is necessary to 
achieve the objectives set out above. 

No one wants to see a peaceful solution to 
this crisis more than I do. And at the same 
time, no one is more determined than I am 
to see Saddam’s aggression reversed. 

Lastly, people now caution patience. The 
United States and the entire world have 
been patient. I will continue to be patient. 
But yesterday’s U.N. resolution, the 13th by 
the Security Council, properly says to 
Saddam Hussein: Time is running out. You 
must leave Kuwait. And we’ve given you 
time to do just exactly that. 

Many people have talked directly to 
Saddam Hussein and to his Foreign Minister 
Tariq ‘Aziz. All have been frustrated by 
Iraq’s ironclad insistence that it will not 
leave Kuwait. However, to go the extra 
mile for peace, I will issue an invitation to 
Foreign Minister Tariq ‘Aziz to come to 
Washington at a mutually convenient time 
during the latter part of the week of De- 
cember 10th to meet with me. I'll invite 
Ambassadors of several of our coalition part- 
ners in the Gulf to join me at that meeting. 
In addition, I’m asking Secretary Jim Baker 
to go to Baghdad to see Saddam Hussein. 
And I will suggest to Iraq’s President that 
he receive the Secretary of State at a mutu- 
ally convenient time between December 
15th and January 15th of next year. 

Within the mandate of the United Na- 
tions resolutions, I will be prepared, and so 
will Secretary Baker, to discuss all aspects of 
the Gulf crisis. However, to be very clear 
about these efforts to exhaust all means for 
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achieving a political and diplomatic solu- 
tion, I am not suggesting discussions that 
will result in anything less than Iraq’s com- 
plete withdrawal from Kuwait, restoration 
of Kuwait’s legitimate government, and 
freedom for all hostages. 


Thank you very much. And I will be glad 
to respond to a few questions. 


Use of Force Against Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, now that you have a 
clear-cut U.N. resolution on use of force, 
doesn’t that force you into a position if 
these talks between the Secretary of State 
break down—doesn’t this force you into the 
position of having to use force on January 
15th if Saddam Hussein hasn’t left? And if 
not, won’t we be perceived as the one who 


blinked first? 


The President. No, the date was not a 
date at which point force had to be used. 


Q. If I could just follow up with another 
question. Are you going to ask Congress for 
approval of this resolution—would you like 
to see Congress pass the same kind of reso- 
lution that the U.N. passed? 


The President. Y'd love to see Congress 
pass a resolution enthusiastically endorsing 
what the United Nations has done, yes. But 
we're in consultation on that, and I have no 
plans to call a special session. I’m not op- 
posed to it, but we’re involved in consulta- 
tions right now. I have talked to severai 
Members of Congress. I’ve talked to leaders 
in the House. I’ve talked to several on the 
Republican side and Democratic side in the 
Senate. And I want to be sure that these 
consultations are complete. 


Some feel a lame-duck session is not good, 
that the new Members should have a right 
to have a say. Others feel that we ought to 
move right now. The Congress, as you 
know, in their adjournment resolution, had 
a provision in there that they could come 
back and take this up. They are a coequal 
branch of government; they can do that if 
they want to. But we will continue our con- 
sultations. They'll follow, incidentally, 
today, this with a meeting with the leader- 
ship. So, Ill get a little better feel for that 
as we go along. 
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American Casualties in a Gulf War 


Q. Mr. President, you say you're confi- 
dent that American troops will prevail 
against Saddam if they’re called upon? 

The President. Oh, absolutely. 

Q. But at what price? How many Ameri- 
cans? 

The President. Oh, I can’t give you any 
figures, of course. But I can say that the 
movement of this additional force safe- 
guards the lives of every American and 
every one of our allies in the Gulf. 

Yes, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News]? 


U.S. Discussions With Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, in recent days, senior 
members of the administration have em- 
phatically rejected the idea of any special 
emissaries or diplomatic envoys to or from 
Iraq to discuss this on your part. What 
changed your mind, sir? 

The President. The United Nations resolu- 
tion, I think, has a good chance of making 
Saddam Hussein understand what it is he’s 
up against. I have not felt that he got the 
message. I hope this will do it. But I am 
convinced that these two direct meetings 
that I’ve discussed here will guarantee to all 
the people of the world, certainly to the 
American people, that Saddam Hussein not 
misunderstand, not misinterpret. I keep 
hearing, Well, people won’t give him the 
news. Unlike the President of the United 
States, who gets good news and bad news 
very faithfully, I am told that Saddam Hus- 
sein’s troops don’t bring him the bad news; 
and I’m told that he is somewhat isolated. 
And I think this U.N. resolution will help 
de-isolate him, and I think the two propos- 
als that I have made here will help. So, it’s 
just going the extra step, Brit, that’s what it 
is. And it’s a decision that I personally 
made. 


Use of Force Against Iraq 


Q. You indicate that this date is not actu- 
ally a deadline for the use of force, merely a 
date after which force would be permissi- 
ble. How do you avoid the impression, 
should that date come and go without mili- 
tary action, that the U.S.-led coalition has, 
in fact, blinked? 

The President. Well, we’ve got to look at 
events at the time, but I don’t think there 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / Nov. 30 


will ever be a perception that the United 
States is going to blink in this situation. 
That’s why I had some of the words in this 
statement that I had. 


Persian Gulf Regional Stability 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve just spoken 
about the weapons of mass destruction— 
nuclear weapons—and also that one of your 
goals is to try to reach stability in the 
region. Can you reach stability in the region 
with Saddam Hussein in power? 

The President. 1 think most countries, 
members of the United Nations, feel that 
there have to be some safeguards put into 
effect in terms of guaranteeing the security 
and stability of the Gulf. And so, I would 
think that the status quo ante will not be 
enough. And I think there are sanctions in 
place now, and I think it would be very 
proper to discuss what those safeguards 
should be after there has been a total com- 
pliance with the United Nations resolutions. 

Q. Sir, could I just follow up. I just notice 
that originally when you outlined your goals 
you included stability in the region. You 
seem to summarize them when you talk 
about these talks with Saddam Hussein. But 
you only mentioned the first three; you 
didn’t mention stability in the region. 

The President. Well, was I talking about 
the U.N. resolution? Which security and sta- 
bility I don’t think was a part of the U.N. 
resolution. It is certainly part of the world’s 
objective, however. I think that may be the 
technical difference. But, look, it is critical, 
and it is very, very important. 


U.S. Embassy in Kuwait 


Q. Mr. President, I want to ask if your 
comments about the Kuwaiti Embassy— 
whether it’s fair to conclude, based on 
those, that you will neither close the Em- 
bassy nor permit those Americans to be 
starved out? 

The President. 1 will not say exactly what 
I will do or exactly what I won’t do. There 
is a very interesting report that we got in 
this morning saying that some Iraqis 
showed up at the Kuwaiti Embassy, our 
Embassy in Kuwait, and delivered fruit, 
vegetables, and a case of Iraqi cigarettes to 
Embassy Kuwait. And apparently, there’s 
going to be another delivery tomorrow, in- 


cluding soda pop. And they asked what 
medical supplies were required. 

Q. No mail? 

The President. It doesn’t say that. The 
Embassy will apparently provide a list to- 
morrow. And the electricity is still cut off. 
So, this is kind of an interesting little devel- 
opment. But somebody said to me, Well, 
hey, what about if there’s some provoca- 
tion—they asked me in the leadership 
meeting. I said, Consider me provoked 
when it comes to the United States Embas- 
sy. Consider me provoked when I see 
Americans without proper food and medical 
equipment. 

Q. May I follow? Do you take it from that 
communique that you’ve received there 
that the Iraqis have the message and want 
to eliminate that as a potential tripwire? 

The President. 1 don’t know. It’s too—the 
best question, right on target, one that we 
were discussing inside. Let’s try to be opti- 
mistic and say this could be a positive sign, 
but it’s so far short of compliance with 
international law that I can’t be rejoicing. 
But it is a very interesting development. 


U.S. Peacekeeping in the Persian Gulf 


Q. You’ve been getting some pretty nega- 
tive comments up on the Hill from these 
hearings being held this week. Now, this 
morning, you said this would not be a long, 
protracted Vietnam-type war. However, 
General Odom, the former head of the NSA 
[National Security Agency], testified just 
this morning before the Senate Armed 
Services that, in fact, that we’d have to be 
there for decades. Now, presumably, he 
means even after military combat we'd 
have to have people in place there, at least 
part of a peacekeeping force. Do you see 
our commitment there to extend that far? 

The President. No, I don’t. 


Iraqi Nuclear Weapons 


Q. May I ask you something else? Al Gore 
yesterday takes issue with your comments 
and the comments of some of your aides, 
such as Brent Scowcroft [Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs], 
about Saddam being able to :churn out a 
nuclear weapon within a matter of months. 
Gore, who has had some private briefings, 
apparently, from some of you people, indi- 
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cates that your administration statements 
are misleading. 

The President. | disagree with the Sena- 
tor. And if he wants to gamble on the 
future about the construction of atomic 
weapons by Saddam Hussein, I don’t. I 
know what the intelligence says—every bit 
of it. I can’t share it, obviously, because we 
don’t comment on intelligence matters. But 
I am concerned—from the very first time I 
spoke on this subject—I think in August, I 
mentioned weapons of mass destruction, I 
believe—certainly early on—and I am con- 
cerned about it. And if Senator Gore has a 
difference of opinion and is not concerned 
about it, we just have an honest difference 
there. I am concerned about Saddam Hus- 
sein’s attempt to accelerate the construction 
or possession of a nuclear weapon. And I 
might as well share that as honestly as I 
can. 

Q. Sir, are you saying that he could devel- 
op a warhead next year? 

The President. I'm not giving you a time- 
frame. But you’ve seen the estimates, some 
of which I guess are accurate, in the papers. 
And there’s a lot of scientists that come 
down on different sides. Senator Gore, I’m 
sure, is an intelligence fellow, and he—but I 
don’t think he has access to absolutely all; 
maybe he does. But I am not going to err 
on the side of underestimation when it 
comes to this question. 


U.S. Discussions With Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, your announcement 
about Tariq “Aziz and Secretary Baker— 
have you had any signals, any indications 
from the Iraqis, that they would welcome 
this, that they are indeed looking for this 
kind of communication? 

The President. No. The only thing I’ve 
heard is that they want to talk. Here’s an 
opportunity. But no, I’ve not had any diplo- 
matic signals or signals of other kinds. 


Use of Force Against Iraq 


Q. And of those 26 nations that you list in 
the area, how many of those are equally 
committed to offensive action rather than 
just defensive action? 

The President. 1 can’t give you the 
answer to that because I don’t really know. 
But I expect that there is enthusiasm in all 
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quarters of those countries for the U.N. 
action that was taken yesterday. 

Q. Well, with all respect, shouldn’t you 
know how many would follow your troops 
into battle? 

The President. 1 know that what I said is 
true about if we have to go into battle. I’m 
satisfied I know enough about that. I went 
over in detail, as you well imagine a Presi- 
dent should because I have the responsibil- 
ity as Commander in Chief, what might 
happen if we have to use force. 

I repeat: I hope we'll never have to have 
one single shot fired in anger. 


U.S. Discussions With Iraq 


Q. Iraq has been constantly calling for 
dialog. Aren’t you concerned that those two 
missions, Tariq ‘Aziz and James Baker, will 
lead Saddam Hussein to claim that the U‘S. 
is showing a sign of weakness? 

The President. Because Baker goes to 
Baghdad? 

Q. Aren’t you concerned that that will be 
the position of Saddam Hussein? 

The President. No, ’'m not. I’m con- 
cerned some might say that is an ultimatum 
in which—all it is, is an effort to be sure 
that he understands the commitment of the 
United States; that he understands that any- 
thing that is done must be done inside the 
confines of the United Nations resolutions 
that have been passed; that there will be no 
contingency, there can be no face-saving— 
that’s not what this is about. This is to be 
sure that he understands how strongly the 
President of the United States feels about 
implementing to a T, without concession, 
the United Nations position. Some have told 
me that he’s not getting the message of 
how determined we are. I can’t think of 
any better way to do it at this juncture, in 
the wake of the U.N. resolution, than this 
face-to-face meeting. I’m not sure he'll 
agree to it. 


Consultations With Congress 


Q. Today’s press conference seems to 
amount to again more talk of preparations 
for war. Can you describe what you think 
your responsibilities are in terms of Con- 
gress as we head into this period, since they 
seem to think that and agree that you’re 
consulting, talking, but you seem reluctant 
to go and get a resolution that mimics the 
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U.N. resolution. What do you think your 
responsibilities are to Congress and to the 
people that elected them? 

The President. Full consultation. Get 
them in on the 

Q. Any more than telling them before 
you do something? 

The President. 1m leveling with them on 
where I think matters are right now. You’ve 
put your interpretation on my remarks. 
There were plenty of comments in there 
about hoping that we will have a peaceful 
resolution, that the best answer to get a 
peaceful resolution is to have Saddam Hus- 
sein know how determined everybody is. 

You see, I think yesterday’s U.N. resolu- 
tion was a step towards peace, not a step 
towards war, because I believe that when 
Saddam Hussein finally gets the message 
and understands what he’s up against in 
terms of world opinion and other things 
that he will do that in Kuwait which he did 
in Iran. 


Trade With the Soviet Union and U.S. Aid 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. The Soviet 
Union did, indeed, vote on our side as far as 
the resolution allowing force if it’s neces- 
sary. Are we going to offer the Soviet Union 
any compromise on export credits? As you 
know, there’s some concern that they think 
there is a de facto grain embargo going on 
because we won't offer export credits in 
their very needy time. 

The President. The matters are totally 
separate and unrelated. But I am concerned 
about this. And I’ve talked with Mr. Gorba- 
chev of a willingness to entertain proposals 
for food, particularly if the reports prove to 
be accurate in terms of the severe winter 
and the hardship that this will inflict on the 
Soviet people. 

I have asked our own top people here to 
come up with recommendations for me, 
next week, as what to do about Jackson- 
Vanik. It has been my position that the So- 
viets should pass the necessary emigration 
legislation. That has not taken place. But 
some are saying that I now have a clearer 
waiver authority than I thought. And I do 
not want to work hardship on any sector of 
the American economy. I’m one of those 
strongest proponents against a grain embar- 
go, and yet I’m told that some in middle 
America think that our position is really 


almost resulting in a grain embargo. And I 
want to dispel any notion that I am for the 
grain embargo. 

The Soviets are concerned about many 
aspects of this legislation. So, I’m facing a 
decision as to what to do. Should we try to 
waive Vanik, and should we then extend 
credits under the CCC [Commodity Credit 
Corporation]? There are other agricultural 
programs that I think we can go forward 
with immediately without waiver of Jack- 
son-Vanik. But it’s an evolving question 
here. And I don’t know exactly what I am 
going to do, because we’re caught between 
some strong and understandable economic 
interests at home and, on the other hand, a 
position of wanting to stand for free and 
fair emigration. 

One thing that is important to note, how- 
ever, is that the exodus of Soviet Jews from 
the Soviet Union is high. And I'd like to 
take some credit for our administration in 
this, because we’ve been steadfast in en- 
couraging the exodus of Soviet Jews. And 
so, that will weigh on my consideration 
when I get down to have to make this final 
decision about the waiver of Jackson-Vanik. 


Emigration of Soviet Jews to the United 
States 


Q. On that, would you consider another 
increase of the quota that—the number of 
people that could emigrate to the United 
StatesP Would we increase the amount that 
we'd accept? 

The President. We're 
whole policy at this juncture. 


reviewing the 


Concessions to Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, Arab experts suggest 
that Saddam Hussein has hinted in his re- 
marks that he would like to have some sort 
of deal, but he wouldn’t necessarily hold to 
his demands. Now you're saying you're will- 
ing to meet with him. Are you willing to 
offer him anything in these meetings in 
return for a pullout, such as a conference 
on the Middle East? 

The President. No. Those two items are 
totally separate. We’ve made that very, 
very clear. And what I have said is that 
these discussions will be done within the 
U.N. mandate. I’m not all that hopeful that 
we'll get big results out of all of this. It’s 
going the extra mile. It’s taking the extra 
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step. But I can’t tell you that I think we’re 
going to have great success on all of this 
because our partnership in the world is to- 
gether on the fact that we cannot stop short 
of total fulfillment, without condition, of the 
United Nations resolutions. 


U.S. Discussions With Iraq 


Q. What then is the point of the meeting? 
Are you just delivering ultimatums? 

The President. No, this isn’t an ultimatum 
at all. And I hope what it does is demon- 
strate that we are prepared to go face to 
face and tell him how committed we are to 
the United Nations resolutions. I’ve told you 
I don’t think he has felt this commitment. 
As I said earlier, he may feel it a little more 
strongly now that we did what many skep- 
tics thought couldn’t happen—that the 
United Nations Security Council did, and 
that is come together and pass this very 
important resolution. 

So, one thing is he has got to understand 
what the alternatives are to complying with 
the United Nations resolutions. And the 


best way to get that across is one on one— 


Baker looking him right in the eye. I’ve 
been told that he doesn’t necessarily be- 
lieve that I am totally committed to what 
I’ve been saying. And here’s a good oppor- 
tunity to have him understand that face to 
face. 

So, we want to make the case to him 
directly for complying with the United Na- 
tions resolutions, make the case to him from 
a Secretary of State who’s incessantly 
worked to get this resolution through—the 
strength of the commitment of the interna- 
tional community—and then try to per- 
suade him to reconsider his position and to 
take the steps necessary for a peaceful reso- 
lution of the crisis. But it isn’t a trip of 
concession. When you’ve done what he’s 
done, I don’t see thai there’s room for con- 
cession, there’s room for giving something 
to save face. That’s not the way you treat 
with aggression. And we’re not going to 
treat with it any differently than I’ve out- 
lined here. 

Yes, and then Maureen [Maureen Santini, 
New York Daily News]. I told Maureen 
I’'d—you two, and then I'll go peacefully. 

Q. With high oil prices hurting the 
world 
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The President. ——you’re whipsawed 
today; it’s terrible. The statement was so 
long at the beginning. I apologize for that. 

Q. You don’t have to give to everybody 
up front. 

The President. Well, Helen—-I mean, 
Sarah [Sarah McClendon, McClendon 
News]. Thank you, Sarah. I didn’t see your 
hand up. 

Q. It sure has been up for an hour. 
[Laughter] 

The President. Even before I got here? 
[Laughter] Sarah, you get the last question. 
We did this before, and I got in real trou- 
ble. 

Go ahead—two. 


Saudi Economic Assistance 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the 
damage that high oil prices are doing to the 
world economy. Should Saudi Arabia and 
other producers share more of their wind- 
fall? 

The President. 1 think they’re doing a 
pretty good job in underwriting the costs to 
various countries and helping third party 
countries that have been hurt by all of this. 
But I think everybody should go the extra 
mile to help others. And I was pleased 
when I was talking in Mexico, for example, 
with President Salinas, that he is selling 
oil—to try to help the burden by selling oil 
at bargain prices off this inflated world 
price. So, I think everybody should try to 
help. And I think the Saudis have made a 
lot of commitments to countries in trying to 
help out. I hope they will continue to do 
that, and I’m confident they will. 


Saudi Military Draft 

Q. If I could follow, sir: Should Saudi 
Arabia have a military draft? 

The President. That’s for the Saudi Arabi- 


ans to decide. I don’t think the United 
States needs one, incidentally. 


American Casualties in a Gulf War 


Q. Mr. President, if you ultimately feel 
that you have to ask Americans to support 
the use of force, what that, of course, means 
is that you have to ask some parents to give 
up the lives of their children. 

The President. | know it. 

Q. What I was wondering was: We all 
know how important your children are to 
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you. Do you feel that this issue is important 
enough to you that you could conceive of 
giving up one of their lives for it? 

The President. You know, Maureen, you 
put your finger on a very difficult question. 
People say to me, How many lives? How 
many lives can you expend? Each one is 
precious. I don’t want to reminisce, but I’ve 
been there. I know what it’s like to have 
fallen comrades and see young kids die in 
battle. It’s only the President that should be 
asked to make the decision: Is it worth it? 
How many lives is it worth? Is it worth it to 
commit one life, put one life in harm’s way 
to achieve these objectives? And that’s why 
I want to get a peaceful resolution to this 
question. 

You ought to read my mail. It is so heart- 
moving. Supportive, and yet: Please bring 
my kid home. Please bring my husband 
home. It’s a tough question. But a President 
has to make the right decision. These are 
worldwide principles of moral importance. I 
will do my level-best to bring those kids 
home without one single shot fired in 
anger. And if a shot is fired in anger, I want 
to guarantee each person that their kid, 
whose life is in harm’s way, will have the 
maximum support, will have the best 
chance to come home alive, and will be 
backed up to the hilt. 

Because of that question that weighs on 
my mind, I added that language this morn- 
ing about how this will not be a Vietnam. 
They can criticize me for moving force. 
And if we’ve got one kid that’s apt to be in 
harm’s way, I want him backed up to the 
hilt by American firepower, and others as 
well. That’s why I’m working as hard as I 
am not only to hold this coalition together 
but to strengthen it. The best way to safe- 
guard the lives of Americans is for Saddam 
Hussein to do that what he should have 
done long ago. And if force has to be used, 
the best way to safeguard lives is to see that 
you’ve got the best and you’re willing to 
use it. That’s my posture. 


Consultations With Congress 


Q. Sir, why do you seem to be avoiding 
the people’s representatives having an op- 
portunity to talk on this and to express their 


opinionP You know Congress, and yet 
you're avoiding it. You know that the Con- 
stitution gives the power not only to de- 


clare war, but to provide the money and to 
say other things about what shall be done 
with troops. That’s the Constitution. Yet 
you seem to be avoiding that. The experts 
on Capitol Hill say that what you have done 
by prenotification, calling two or three 
Members and saying we’re on the way— 
you've already made the decision. You’re 
notifying them; that’s prenotification. That’s 
not consulting with Congress. They say you 
should sit down and have a back-and-forth 
with them. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. And I want to remind you that when 
Foley speaks as Speaker of the House, he 
may be Speaker of the House, but he sure 
as hell doesn’t represent Florida and Texas. 

The President. Sarah, therein, you’ve 
properly brought up the dilemma I face. 
There are 435 Members of the United 
States Congress, there are 100-—— 

Q. But—— 

The President. May | finish, please? There 
are 100 Members of the United States 
Senate. Each one has a view as to what I 
ought not to do, and that’s fine. They have 
the power under the resolution of adjourn- 
ment to come back 20 seconds from now 
and to take a voice, to stand, to take a 
common position. If they want to come 
back here and endorse what the President 
of the United States has done and what the 
United Nations Security Council has done, 
come on, we’re ready. I’d like to see it 
happen. But what I don’t want to do is have 
it come back and end up where you have 
435 voices in one House and 100 on the 
other saying what not to do and saying— 
kind of a hand-wringing operation that 
would send bad signals. I welcome these 
hearings. We’re having hearings. We’re con- 
sulting. I’ve told you I’m consulting. I'll be 
honest with you: I cannot consult with 535 
strong-willed individuals. I can’t do it, nor 
does my responsibility under the Constitu- 
tion compel me to do that. And I think 
everyone would agree that we have had 
more consultations than previous adminis- 
trations. 

Q. Sir, we have a majority rule in this 
country, and you seem to be afraid of it. 

The President. No, I’m not afraid of it at 
all. We have a tripartite form of govern- 
ment. And I know my strengths, and I 
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know the limitations on the Presidency. 
This is an interesting debate, Sarah. [Laugh- 
ter] And I know my limitations. And I know 
what I can do, and I know what previous 
Presidents have done. And I am still deter- 
mined to consult the extra mile. You want 
to continue to debate? 


Q. You and Jim Baker give the other 
countries a chance to talk, and you give the 
United Nations a chance to talk, but you 
won't give the United States people a 
chance to debate with you. 


The President. Well now, that’s an absurd 
comment, Sarah, from a bright person like 
you. That is absolutely absurd. They’re hold- 
ing hearings. They’re talking. They have 
the power under the adjournment resolu- 
tion to reconvene this minute. Some in the 
House want to come back now; some want 
to talk about it later on. Some in the Senate 
want to come right back now and immedi- 
ately endorse what the President has done 
and what the Security Council resolution 
is—and I’m for that—but some don’t. And 
so, consultation is going on. Please do not 
assign to me improper motives. They’re 
talking right now. They’re having endless 
hearings by endless experts up there, each 
one with a slightly different view. And 
that’s the American way. And that’s fine. 
And I know what the responsibilities of the 
President are, and I am fulfilling those re- 
sponsibilities. 


Note: The President’s 66th news conference 
began at approximately 11 a.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Meeting With Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen of China 

November 30, 1990 


China-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, has China atoned for 
Tiananmen Square? 
The President. Have they what? 


Q. Have they atoned for Tiananmen 
Square? 
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The President. Well, I think the Chinese 
Government knows that we have some dif- 
ferences on this whole broad question of 
human rights, but we have many things in 
common. And one good thing is, we have a 
very frank relationship with this Foreign 
Minister and an ability to discuss things 
openly. He’s got some problems with some 
things, perhaps, we’ve done, and in this 
area there are some differences. But that’s 
one of the purposes of this kind of meet- 
ing—is to reduce these differences and to 
go forward. 


We’ve worked closely on the broad con- 
cept of stopping aggression. And of course, 
that is something that we have in common 
with this very important country, China. So, 
I’m looking forward to full discussions with 
this Foreign Minister. 

Q. Are you thinking of eliminating sanc- 
tions? 

The President. We're yoing to discuss a 
wide array of questions, and I think it will 
go very well. And, as I say, both sides are 
trying to strengthen and build on this rela- 
tionship that both recognize as important. 
And I will have every opportunity to ex- 
press to the Foreign Minister, and I expect 
he will report that back very accurately to 
the leaders in Beijing, how strongly I feel 
on some of these questions. And he’ll have 
every opportunity today to present China’s 
views on these important questions. 


I’m always inclined to emphasize the 
positive. And there are many positive and 
very important aspects to this relationship— 
very important. And not the least of which 
is that China and the United States have 
made common ground in terms of standing 
up against aggression. And that is important 
to every American; it is important, I think, 
to the Chinese side as well. 

Mr. Fitzwater. Lights. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you, guys. It’s been 
a great pleasure. [Laughter] 


How many brave souls are going to South 
America? All right. Rest up. 


Note: The exchange began at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. Marlin 
Fitzwater is Press Secretary to the President. 
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Remarks Announcing the Nomination 
of Bob Martinez To Be Director of 
National Drug Control Policy 
November 30, 1990 


The President. During the past couple of 
years, we’ve devoted unprecedented re- 
sources to the war on drugs. Bill Bennett—I 
mentioned this just the other day—has been 
an outstanding leader of that fight. I’m 
pleased that in stepping down as Director 
of the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, he is now willing to take on the 
challenge of chairing the Republican Na- 
tional Committee. I have recommended Bill 
Bennett to the members of the RNC to 
serve in the post of chairman, and I’ve also 
recommended that Lee Atwater serve as 
general chairman of the Republican Party. 

Bill is a man of proven leadership, intel- 
lect, and commitment whose drive and de- 
termination will be a tremendous asset to 
the Republican Party organizations and op- 
erations, and I am grateful that he has ac- 
cepted this important task. And I might add 
that I am delighted that Lee Atwater will 
continue to provide valued counsel as gen- 
eral chairman of the party. He has been, as 
you all know, a close adviser and political 
strategist—chief political strategist—and a 
good friend. I certainly wish him Godspeed 
in his fight and in his recovery. 

Today, I’m also pleased to announce the 
appointment of a superbly qualified individ- 
ual, Governor Bob Martinez, to succeed Bill 
Bennett as our nation’s new Drug Policy 
Director—a battlefield promotion, if you 
will, for a leader who has earned his stripes 
on the front lines of the drug war. Gover- 
nor Martinez can and will hit the ground 
running. He needs no primer. As the Na- 
tional Governors’ Association’s lead Gover- 
nor on substance abuse and drug traffick- 
ing, he has been contributing to our nation- 
al drug control strategy for over 2 years. 

As Governor, Bob Martinez has intro- 
duced some of our most innovative and ef- 
fective new tools against drugs. He was the 
first to name a State drug czar and one of 
the first to bring the National Guard into 
the fight. He stiffened the Florida Code and 
then added the prison space to enforce it. 
He’s enacted new laws that take career 
criminals off the streets; launched a success- 
ful boot camp program; moved to revoke 


drivers licenses for drug users; supported, 
always, effective drug treatment; and estab- 
lished drug-free school zones. 

As a Governor who signed more than 130 
death warrants, he understands tough 
choices and the need for penalties as tough 
as the criminals that we face. 

As a former Governor and mayor, Bob 
will be especially effective in joining hands 
with State and local leaders. As a teacher 
who has spent 7 years in the classroom, he 
knows the longterm key to winning this 
effort is to stop drug use before it starts. As 
a businessman, he knows the challenges we 
face in making the workplace drug-free. 
And as a Spanish-speaking leader who has 
probed the problem firsthand in Bolivia and 
Colombia, he’s in a unique position to work 
with our Latin American allies. 

Bub Martinez is the grandson of Spanish 
immigrants, the son of a waiter, a man who 
worked his way through school. My prede- 
cessor called him “the embodiment of the 
American dream.” He’s now about to take 
on his toughest challenge yet—with all re- 
spect to your present employment—the 
scourge that is today the American night- 
mare. 

Governor, we congratulate you. We wish 
you luck. I want to thank you for taking on 
this important task. You know you’ve got 
big shoes to fill, and we’re going to stand 
with you in this important fight. America, 
as Bill has so eloquently stated—Bill Ben- 
nett—is making progress against drugs. 
Thanks to the leadership of people like Bill 
Bennett, we’re going to continue to do so. 
We're all pleased that Bill’s very able chief 
of staff, John Walters, will carry on the fight 
until Governor Martinez assumes the helm. 
There are many battles ahead. And we’re 
going to renew our call to Congress to pass 
a true crime bill—one that’s tough on crimi- 
nals, not on the police—and we'll remain on 
the front lines. We will take back the 
streets. 

Bob, Governor Martinez, I look forward 
to working with you as closely as I have 
with Bill Bennett. 

Bill, I look forward to working with you 
in an entirely different assignment. We'll 
have many, many contacts, I can assure 
you. 
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But thank you all very much, and now I 
will turn this over to Governor Martinez 
with my warm best wishes. Thanks for 
taking this on. Thank you all. 

Reporter. Mr. President, can I ask you a 
question about your phone calls to the lead- 
ers of the Middle East today—what the re- 
sponse was? 

The President. Doing very well. But let’s 
turn it over—they’ve all been very, very 
positive. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Briefing Room at the White House. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Telephone 
Conversations With Foreign Leaders 


November 30, 1990 


President Bush called a number of for- 
eign leaders this afternoon to discuss his 
proposal that Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq 
‘Aziz meet with U.S. and other representa- 
tives in December, and that Secretary of 
State Baker travel to Baghdad to meet with 
[President] Saddam Hussein. All the leaders 
received President Bush’s initiative enthusi- 
astically and reiterated their desires for 
achieving the complete and unconditional 
withdrawal of Iraq from Kuwait, the resto- 
ration of the legitimate government of 
Kuwait, and the release of all hostages. 
President Bush spoke with Presidents Mu- 
barak [of Egypt] and Ozal [of Turkey], King 
Fahd [of Saudi Arabia], Prime Minister 
Major [of the United Kingdom], and the 
Amir of Kuwait. 


Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Intelligence Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 1991 


November 30, 1990 


I have withheld my signature from S. 
2834, the proposed “Intelligence Authoriza- 
tion Act, Fiscal Year 1991,” thereby pre- 
venting it from becoming law. I am com- 
pelled to take this action due to the bill’s 
treatment of one highly sensitive and im- 
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portant issue that directly affects the Na- 
tion’s security, although there also are sev- 
eral objectionable elements of the bill that 
trouble me. 

I cannot accept the broad language that 
was added in Conference to the definition 
of covert action. Section 602 of the bill de- 
fines “covert action” to include any “re- 
quest” by the United States to a foreign 
government or a private citizen to conduct 
a covert action on behalf of the United 
States. This provision purports to regulate 
diplomacy by the President and other 
members of the executive branch by forbid- 
ding the expression of certain views to for- 
eign governments and private citizens 
absent compliance with specified proce- 
dures; this could require, in most instances, 
prior reporting to the Congress of the 
intent to express those views. 

I am particularly concerned that the 
vagueness of this provision could seriously 
impair the effective conduct of our Nation’s 
foreign relations. It is unclear exactly what 
sort of discussions with foreign governments 
would constitute reportable “requests” 
under this provision, and the very possibili- 
ty of a broad construction of this term could 
have a chilling effect on the ability of our 
diplomats to conduct highly sensitive discus- 
sions concerning projects that are vital to 
our national security. Furthermore, the 
mere existence of this provision could deter 
foreign governments from discussing cer- 
tain topics with the United States at all. 
Such a provision could result in frequent 
and divisive disputes on whether an activity 
is covered by the definition and whether 
individuals in the executive branch have 
complied with a statutory requirement. 

My objections to this provision should not 
be misinterpreted to mean that executive 
branch officials can somehow conduct ac- 
tivities otherwise prohibited by law or Ex- 
ecutive order. Quite the contrary. It re- 
mains Administration policy that our intelli-. 
gence services will not ask third parties to 
carry out activities that they are themselves 
forbidden to undertake under Executive 
Order No. 12333 on U.S. intelligence activi- 
ties. I have also directed that the notice to 
the Congress of covert actions indicate 
whether a foreign government will partici- 
pate significantly. 





Beyond this issue, I am also concerned by 
the treatment in the Joint Explanatory 
Statement accompanying the Conference 
Report of notification to the Congress of 
covert actions. I reached an accommodation 
with the Intelligence Committees on the 
issue of notifying the Congress of covert 
actions “in a timely fashion,” as required by 
current law, and have provided letters to 
the Intelligence Committees outlining how 
I intend to provide such notice. I was conse- 
quently dismayed by the fact that language 
was inserted in the Joint Explanatory State- 
ment accompanying the Conference Report 
that could be construed to undercut the 
agreement reached with the Committees. 
This language asserts that prior notice may 
be withheld only in “exigent circum- 
stances” and that notice “in a timely fash- 
ion” should now be interpreted to mean 
“within a few days” without exception. 
Such an interpretation would unconstitu- 
tionally infringe on the authority of the 
President and impair any Administration’s 
effective implementation of covert action 
programs. I deeply regret this action. 

Additionally, I am concerned that there 
are several legislatively directed policy de- 
terminations restricting programs of vital 
importance to the United States that I do 
not believe are helpful to U.S. foreign 
policy. This bill, like its predecessor last 
year, also contains language that purports to 
condition specified actions on the Presi- 
dent’s obtaining the prior approval of com- 
mittees of the Congress. This language is 
clearly unconstitutional under the Present- 
ment clause of the Constitution and the Su- 
preme Court’s decision in INS v. Chadha, 
462 U.S. 919 (1983). I again urge the Con- 
gress to cease including such unconstitu- 
tional provisions in bills presented to me for 
signature. 

This Administration has had a good rela- 
tionship with the Intelligence Committees. 
I am willing to work with the Congress to 
address the primary issue that has prompt- 
ed my veto as well as other difficulties with 
the bill. I will also continue to work with 
the Congress to ensure there is no change 
in our shared understanding of what consti- 
tutes a covert action, particularly with re- 
spect to the historic missions of the armed 
forces. I am confident that these issues can 
be resolved quickly in the next Congress 
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through mutual trust and a good-faith effort 
on the part of the Administration and the 
Congress. 

George Bush 
The White House, 
November 30, 1990. 


Note: The President’s last day for action on 
this bill was November 30. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





November 24 


Volunteer Action Division of the Department of 
Human Concerns, of Kahului, HI 


November 26 

Project CHARLIE, of Holland, MI 
November 27 

David Evans, of Cambridge, MA 
November 28 


Lawrence-At-Risk-Youth Mentoring Program, 
of Appleton, WI 


November 29 

Linda Smith, of Palmer, AK 
November 30 

Frances Peabody, of Portland, ME 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





November 21 
In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush arrived at King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Interna- 
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tional Airport in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
where they participated in an arrival cere- 
mony and met informally with King Fahd 
bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud. Later, the Presi- 
dent attended a state dinner at the Royal 
Palace. Afterwards, he and King Fahd met 
privately and with U.S. and Saudi officials. 
Following the meetings, the President went 
to Al-Hamra Guest Palace. 


November 22 

In the morning, after a departure cere- 
mony at King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz International 
Airport, the President and Mrs. Bush trav- 
eled to Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. They met 
informally with U.S. and Saudi officials at 
Dhahran International Airport and then vis- 
ited U.S. troops deployed in the area. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Cairo, Egypt, and met 
with President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak 
and Mrs. Mubarak at Qubba Palace. 


November 23 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush met at the U.S. Embassy with mem- 
bers of the American diplomatic communi- 
ty. They then participated in a formal arriv- 
al ceremony at Qubba Palace. Following 
the ceremony, Presidents Bush and Muba- 
rak met privately and with U.S. and Egyp- 
tian officials. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a luncheon hosted by Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Mubarak at Itihahdia Palace. 
Later, the President and Mrs. Bush traveled 
to Geneva, Switzerland. 

In the evening, President Bush met with 
President Hafiz al-Assad of Syria at the Hol- 
iday Inn Crowne Plaza Hotel. Following the 
meeting, the President and Mrs. Bush trav- 
eled to Camp David, MD. 


November 25 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. Later, 
the President spoke on the telephone with 
Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 


November 26 

In the morning, the President had break- 
fast at the White House with Secretary of 
Defense Richard B. Cheney and Gen. Colin 
L. Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
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Staff, to discuss the President’s trip to the 
Middle East. The President also spoke on 
the telephone with Secretary of State James 
A. Baker III. 

Later in the morning, the President and 
Mrs. Bush left the White House for Mexico. 

At midday, the President and Mrs. Bush 
arrived at General Mariano Escobedo Inter- 
national Airport in Monterrey, Mexico. 
They met President Carlos Salinas de Gor- 
tari and Mrs. Salinas in Agualeguas, where 
they attended the Lienzo Charro Adriana 
Margarita Rodeo and a Mexican folk dance 
presentation. Following the dance presenta- 
tion, President and Mrs. Bush attended a 
private luncheon in the home of President 
and Mrs. Salinas. Afterwards, the two Presi- 
dents had informal discussions. 

Later in the afternoon, the President and 
Mrs. Bush participated in a welcoming cere- 
mony at Heroes Plaza in Monterrey. Fol- 
lowing the ceremony, Mayor Socrates Rizzo 
presented President Bush with the key to 
the city at the Governor’s Palace. The 
President and Mrs. Bush then went to the 
Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza Hotel, where 
they stayed for the evening. 


November 27 

In the morning, Presidents Bush and Sali- 
nas attended a Mexican/American business- 
men’s breakfast in the Jalisco Room at the 
Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza Hotel. Following 
the breakfast, the two Presidents met pri- 
vately and with U.S. and Mexican officials at 
the Museum de Nuevo Leén. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a dedication ceremony at 
the Governor’s Palace for the Mexican- 
American Studies Program. Later, they par- 
ticipated in a departure ceremony at Gen- 
eral Mariano Escobedo International Air- 
port and then returned to Washington, DC. 

At the White House, the President called 
John Major, newly elected head of the Con- 
servative Party of England, to congratulate 
him on his victory. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in the State of Washington as a 
result of severe storms and flooding that 
began on November 9. He directed the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts. 





November 28 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—Senator Robert Dole; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III, to 
discuss the upcoming U.N. Security 
Council meeting; 

—Vice President Ricardo Arias Calderon 
of Panama. 


In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a reception on the State Floor 
at the White House for newly elected Mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in Palau as a result of Typhoon 
Mike, which struck the area on November 
10. He directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to supplement local 
recovery efforts. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Council on 
Rural America. These are new positions: 


Ralph E. Bodine, of California. Upon appoint- 
ment, he will be designated Chairman. Cur- 
rently, Mr. Bodine serves as chairman of the 
board of the Marlin Group in San Diego, CA. 

Kay A. Orr, of Nebraska. Upon appointment, she 
will be designated Vice Chairman. Currently, 
she serves as Governor of Nebraska. 

Nelda L. Barton, of Kentucky. Currently, Mrs. 
Barton serves as president and chairman of the 
board of Health Systems Inc. in Corbin, KY. 

John E. Bourne, Jr., of South Carolina. Currently, 
Mr. Bourne serves as mayor of North Charles- 
ton, SC. 

Norman Brown, of Michigan. Currently, Dr. 
Brown serves as president and chief program- 
ming officer of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
in Battlecreek, MI. 

Hugh M. Field, of lowa. Currently, Mr. Field 
serves as an attorney with the law firm of Bee- 
cher, Rathest, Field, Walker and Morris in Wa- 
terloo, IA. 


Ralph Hofstad, of Minnesota. Mr. Hofstad is 
founder of Hofstad Consultants in Edina, Min- 
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nesota; and most recently, he served as presi- 
dent and chief executive officer of Land 
O’Lakes, Inc. 

Charles E. Kruse, of Missouri. Currently, Mr. 
Kruse serves as director of the Missouri depart- 
ment of agriculture in Jefferson City, MO. 

Charles I. Moyer, of Kansas. Currently, Mr. 
Moyer serves as chairman of the board and 
executive vice president of the First National 
Bank of Phillipsburg in Phillipsburg, KS. 

Cathy B. Novinger, of South Carolina. Currently, 
Mrs. Novinger serves as senior vice president 
of administration and government affairs for 
SCANA Group in Columbia, SC. 

Linwood E. Palmer, Jr., of Maine. Currently, Mr. 
Palmer serves as a lobbyist for Eaton, Peabody, 
Bradford and Teague in Augusta, ME. 

Winthrop P. Rockefeller, of Arkansas. Currently, 
Mr. Rockefeller serves as chairman of the 
board of Winrock Farms, Inc. in Little Rock, 
AR. 

Bill Walker, of Mississippi. Currently, Mr. Walker 
serves as president of Walker, Inc., in Jackson, 
MS. 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Edson G. Case, of Maryland, to be 
a member of the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board for a term expiring October 
18, 1995. This is a reappointment. 


November 29 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and Robert H. 
Michel, Republican leader in the House 
of Representatives, for lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President participat- 
ed in the swearing-in ceremony for Christo- 
pher L. Koch as Chairman of the Federal 
Maritime Commission. 


November 30 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
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Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 

President; 

—President John Haglegam of Microne- 

sia; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—Kuwaiti refugees; 

—congressional leaders. 

President Bush had telephone conversa- 
tions with King Fahd bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al 
Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia, President Moham- 
med Honsi Mubarak of Egypt, President 
Turgut Ozal of Turkey, and Amir Jabir al- 
Ahmad al-Jabir Al Sabah of Kuwait, to discuss 
the remarks that President Bush gave that 
morning on the Persian Gulf crisis. 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be Members of the National Commission 
for Employment Policy for the terms indi- 
cated: 


J. Fernando Niebla, of California, for a term ex- 
piring March 20, 1992. He would succeed Max 
Hugel. Currently, Mr. Niebla serves as presi- 
dent and chief executive officer of INFOTEC 
Development, Inc. in Santa Ana, CA. 

Henri S. Rauschenbach, of Massachusetts, for a 
term expiring February 19, 1992. He would 
succeed Trudy McDonald. Currently, Mr. Raus- 
chenbach serves as a Massachusetts State sena- 
tor. 

The White House announced that the Ag- 
gregate Report on Personnel was transmit- 
ted to Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and Dan Quayle, 
President of the Senate. 

In the evening, the President went to 
Camp David, MD, for the weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Sunday, October 28, no nominations 
were submitted during the period covered 
by this issue. The first session of the 102d 
Congress will convene on January 3, 1991. 
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Approved November 28 


S. 2830 / Public Law 101-624 
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade 
Act of 1990 


S. 566 / Public Law 101-625 
Cranston-Gonzalez National 
Housing Act 


Affordable 


H.R. 987 / Public Law 101-626 
Tongass Timber Reform Act 


H.R. 2061 / Public Law 101-627 
Fishery Conservation Amendments of 1990 


H.R. 2570 / Public Law 101-628 

To provide for the designation of certain 
public lands as wilderness in the State of 
Arizona 


H.R. 3095 / Public Law 101-629 
Safe Medical Devices Act of 1990 


H.R. 3703 / Public Law 101-630 
To authorize the Rumsey Indian Rancheria 
to convey a certain parcel of land 


H.R. 4567 / Public Law 101-631 
To authorize an exchange of lands in South 
Dakota and Colorado 
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Approved November 28—Continued 


H.R. 4834 / Public Law 101-632 

To provide for a visitor center at Salem 
Maritime National Historic Site in the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts 


H.R. 5428 / Public Law 101-633 
Illinois Wilderness Act of 1990 


S. 319 / Public Law 101-634 
Salt Lake City Watershed Improvement Act 
of 1990 


S. 845 / Public Law 101-635 
Food and Drug Administration Revitaliza- 
tion Act 


S. 1859 / Public Law 101-636 

To restructure repayment terms and condi- 
tions for loans made by the Secretary of the 
Interior to the Wolf Trap Foundation for 
the Performing Arts for the reconstruction 
of the Filene Center in Wolf Trap Farm 
Park in Fairfax County, Virginia, and for 
other purposes 


S. 1893 / Public Law 101-637 
Asbestos School Hazard Abatement Reau- 
thorization Act of 1990 


S. 1939 / Public Law 101-638 
To extend the authorization of appropria- 
tions for the Taft Institute 


S. 2628 / Public Law 101-639 
Mental Health Amendments of 1990 


S. 2740 / Public Law 101-640 
Water Resources Development Act of 1990 


S. 3012 / Public Law 101-641 
Independent Safety Board Act Amend- 
ments of 1990 


S.J. Res. 329 / Public Law 101-642 

To designate the week of November 3, 
1990, to November 10, 1990, as “National 
Week to Commemorate the Victims of the 
Famine in the Ukraine, 1932-1933”, and to 
commemorate the Ukrainian famine of 
1932-1933 and the policies of Russification 
to suppress Ukrainian identity 
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SJ. Res. 364 / Public Law 101-643 

To designate the third week of February 
1991 as “National Parents and Teachers As- 
sociation Week” 
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Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990 
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tion and Control Act of 1990 
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Negotiated Rulemaking Act of 1990 


S. 358 / Public Law 101-649 
Immigration Act of 1990 
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Forest Foundation, National—1828 
Forest Products Week, National—1583 
Forest Service. See Agriculture, Department of 
Foundation. See other part of subject 
France 
President—1586, 1790, 1793, 1866 
President’s visit—1864, 1870, 1873, 1876, 1877, 
1889 
U.S. Embassy—1889 
Freedom. See Space program, space station 
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Fuels, Interagency Commission on Alternative 
Motor—1669 


GATT. See Commerce, international 
GSP. See Commerce, international 
General Electric Co.—1614 
General Motors Corp.—1614 
Geography Awareness Week—1806 
Georgia 
Flooding—1627 
Olympic games, role—1525 
President’s visit—1570 
Republican Party event—1570 
German-American Day—1522, 1523 
German reunification—1504, 1506, 1513, 1518, 
1522, 1524, 1626, 1861, 1883 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Ambassador to U.S.—1522 
Chancellor—1513, 1518, 
1866, 1867, 1870 
Democracy and freedom—1513, 1523 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1721 
President’s visit—1861, 1862 
Good Shepherd Community Center, Vicksburg, 
MS—1844 
Government agencies and employees 
Administration policies—1766, 1798 
Ethics—1608 
Financial management—1591 
Funding—1500, 1532, 1544, 1547, 1548, 1627, 
1656 
Management improvement—1827 
Spouses of assassinated Federal judges, increase 
in benefits for—1830 
Governor Mifflin Junior High School, Shillington, 
PA—1668 
Great Lakes Critical Programs Act of 1990—1849 
Greece, Prime Minister—1876, 1877 


HIV. See Health and medical care, acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) 

HOPE. See Homeownership and Opportunity for 
People Everywhere 

HTS. See Commerce, international 

Hartford Insurance Group, Hartford, CT—1798 

Hawaii 
Kaho’olawe weapons range—1635, 1674 
President’s visit—1673, 1677, 1683, 1686 
Republican Party event—1673 

Head Start. See Health and Human Services, De- 
partment of 

Health and Human Services, Department of 
Assistant Secretary—1849 
Cancer Institute, National—1581 
Consumer Affairs, Office of —1821 
Drug Abuse, National Institute on—1624 
Food and Drug Administration—1580 
Head Start—1752 
Secretary—1489, 1777, 1795 


1522, 1859-1862, 
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Health and medical care 
Acquired immune 
(AIDS)—1489, 1808 
Cancer—1581, 1702 
Costs—1516 
Disadvantaged persons and minorities—1777 
Drugs for rare diseases—1796 
Eating disorders—1655 
Infant mortality—1489 
Nutrition—1795 
Radiation exposure illnesses—1591 
Substance abuse treatment programs—1557 
Helping Us Grow Through Service and Smiles, 
Colorado Springs, CO—1625 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, U.S.—1844 
Historic Preservation, Advisory Council on—1625 
Holocaust Memorial Council, U.S.—1626 
Holy See, Ambassador to U.S.—1669 
Homeownership and Opportunity for People Ev- 
erywhere—1763 
Hostages—1488, 1497, 1500, 1575, 
1704, 1705, 1711, 1715, 1718, 
1725, 1733, 1741, 1752, 1790, 
1865, 1866, 1877, 1878 
Housing, affordability—1763 
Housing and Urban Development, Department 
of 
Administration policies—1763 
Secretary—1660 
Hungarian-American Enterprise Fund—1614 
Hungary 
Ambassador to U.S.—1669 
Economic assistance—1614 
Prime Minister—1613, 1619 
Reforms, political and economic—1614 
Relations with U.S.—1614 
U.S. business investments—1614 
Hunger. See Food assistance 


IMF. See Monetary Fund, International 
I Know I Can, Columbus, OH—1844 
Idaho, Indian water rights—1841 
Illinois 
President's visit—1601, 1625 
Republican Party event—1601 
Immigration and naturalization, refugee admis- 
sions—1589 
Imports, U.S. See specific subject 
Indian Heritage Month, National American— 
1819 
Indians, American 
Administration policies—1768, 1831 
Educational assistance—1703 
Land management—1635 
Water rights—1841 
Indian Water Rights Act of 1990, Fort Hall—1841 
Inflation. See Economy, national 
Information Agency, U.S., educational exchanges, 
role-—1684 
Institute. See other part of subject 
Intelligence Oversight Board, President’s—1534 
Interagency. See other part of subject 


deficiency syndrome 


1640, 1647, 
1721, 1723, 
1834, 1855, 
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Inter-American Foundation—1534 
Interest rates. See Economy, national 
Interior, Department of the 
Administration policies—1768 
Indian Affairs, Bureau of—1768, 1831 
Secretary—1626, 1635, 1660 
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1991, Department of the—1768 
International. See other part of subject 
Iowa 
President’s visits—1598, 1742 
Republican Party events—1598, 1742 
Iran, U.S. national emergency, report—1803 
Iraq 
Kuwait invasion. See Persian Gulf crisis 
President—1497, 1501, 1502, 1505, 1514, 1553, 
1554, 1564, 1568, 1573, 1594, 1597, 
1622, 1640, 1644, 1649, 1661, 1665, 
1675, 1680-1682, 1687, 1689, 1701, 
1705, 1710, 1711, 1715, 1718-1721, 
1733, 1741, 1748, 1752, 1760, 1762, 
1774, 1790-1794, 1813, 1855, 1857, 
1865-1867, 1876-1879 
Technology sanctions—1839 
Ireland, Prime Minister—1810 
Israel 
Relations with U.S.—1794 
U.S. military assistance—1499 
Violence in occupied territories—1553, 1635, 
1646 
Italian American Foundation, National—1621 
Italian-American Heritage and Culture Month— 
1676 
Italy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1810, 1811 
Prime Minister—1622, 1810, 1811 
Relations with U.S.—1622 
Sons of Italy—1534 
U.S. Ambassador—1622 


Japan, Prime Minister—1533 

Joint Declaration of Twenty-Two States—1871 

Justice, Department of, Attorney General—1634, 
1849 


Kennedy center. See Smithsonian Institution 
Korea, Democratic Peoples Republic of, Presi- 
dent’s views—1499 
Korea, Republic of 
Minister of National Defense—1846 
President’s views—1499 
Kountze High School basketball team, Kountze, 
TX—1844 
Kuwait 
Amir—1502, 1553, 1554, 1594, 1790 
Iraqi military invasion. See Persian Gulf crisis 
U.S. Ambassador—1710 
U.S. Embassy—1689, 1705, 1709, 1710, 1715, 
1718, 1720, 1723, 1725, 1726, 1733, 1752, 
1792, 1877, 1879 


Labor, Department of, Secretary—1652, 1812 


1668, 
1704, 
1732, 
1773, 
1863, 





Labor & Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
American Federation of—1653 
Latin America 
See also specific country 
Administration policies—1529, 1530 
Debt—1529 
Economic assistance—1529 
Trade with U.S.—1529, 1530 
Law enforcement and crime 
Administration policies—1695 
Capital punishment—1564, 1567, 1592, 1599, 
1603, 1606, 1648, 1664, 1667 
President’s views—1520, 1648, 1664, 
1708, 1714, 1729, 1740, 1744, 1747, 
1759, 1762, 1775 
Lebanon 
Administration policies—1686 
Assassination of Christian leader—1635 
Conflict resolution—1488 
Hostages—1488, 1500 
President—1635 
Prime Minister—1488, 1533 
Legion, American—1669, 1846 
Lung Association, American—1621 


Mali, President—1488 
Management and Budget, Office of—1495, 1505, 
1510, 1515, 1548, 1590, 1691, 1797, 1823, 1827 
Maritime affairs 
Driftnet fishing, international agreements— 
1684 
Fishery protection and development—1684 
Market Reform Act of 1990—1604 
Maryland 
President’s visit—1755 
Republican Party event—1755 
Massachusetts 
President’s visit—1712, 1716 
Republican Party event—1712, 1716 
Media 
Children’s television programming—1611 
Drug abuse prevention, role—1558, 1622 
Media Fund, International—1852 
Medical Association, American—1621 
Mental Illness Awareness Week—1558 
Mexico 
President—1533, 1751 
Trade with U.S.—1751 
Michigan 
President’s visit—1605 
Republican Party event—1534, 1605 
Middle East 
See also specific country 
Iraq-Kuwait conflict. See Persian Gulf crisis 
Palestinians—1553, 1646 
Military Construction Appropriations Act, 1991— 
1773 
Military Families Recognition Day, National— 
1863 
Minnesota 
President’s visit—1734, 1739 
Republican Party event—1739 


1667, 
1755, 


Subject Index to Issues 40-47 


Minorities, health care—1777 

Monetary Fund, International—1614, 1850, 1852, 
1854 

Months of observance. See other part of subject 


NAACP. See Advancement of Colored People, 
National Association for the 
NASA. See Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
National 
NATO. See North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
National. See other part of subject 
National Association, Inc., Fort Myers, FL—1625 
Native Americans. See Indians, American 
Nebraska 
Governor—1595 
President’s visits—1595, 1753 
Republican Party events—1595, 1753 
Netherlands, Prime Minister—1889 
New Hampshire 
President’s visit—1641 
Republican Party event—1641 
New Mexico 
Governor—1660 
President’s visit—1750 
Republican Party events—1660, 1750 
New York 
Lake management conferences—1849 
President’s visit—1487, 1488, 1495, 1496, 1500, 
1506 
New Zealand, U.S. Ambassador—1684 
Nicaragua 
Administration policies—1779 
Economic growth—1779 
President—1533, 1780 
Trade with U.S.—1778-1780 
U.S. Embassy—1779 
Nobel Peace Prize—1597 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization—1504, 1518, 
1528, 1773, 1868 
North Carolina 
President’s visit—1562 
Republican Party event—1562 
Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board—1669 
Nuclear weapons 
Arms control negotiations—1504, 1508, 1860 
Nonproliferation—1491, 1497 
Strategic defense programs—1767 
Testing—1591 
Nutrition Labeling and Education Act of 1990— 
1795 


OPIC. See Development Cooperation Agency, 
U.S. International 
Office. See other part of subject 
Ohio 
President’s visit—1730 
Republican Party event—1730 
Oklahoma 
President’s visit—1692 
Republican Party event—1692 
Olympic Commemorative Coin Act, 1992—1534 


A-7 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 


Olympic games—1525, 1526 

Oman 
National Day, 20th anniversary celebration, 

President’s representatives—1846 

Sultan—1846 

Our House, Inc., Little Rock, AR—1734 

Overcomers of Brevard, Inc., Titusville, FL— 
1668 

Overseas Private Investment Corporation. See 
Development Cooperation Agency, U.S. Inter- 
national 


PAC’s. See Elections, campaign financing 
Pacific region. See Asia-Pacific region 
Palestinians. See Middle East 
Panama 
Noriega, Manuel, arrest and prosecution—1785 
Transfer of Government assets held by U.S.— 
1685 
Partnership for a Drug-Free America—1607 
Patents, copyrights, and trademarks—1828 
Permanent papers, establishment of a national 
policy on—1584 
Persian Gulf crisis 
See also specific country; Media 
Diplomatic efforts, U.S.—1487, 
1508, 1553, 1560, 1681, 1867 
Enforcement of United Nations economic sanc- 
tions—1497, 1502, 1503, 1553, 1561, 1715, 
1719, 1733, 1741, 1748, 1752, 1760, 1763, 
1774, 1783, 1810, 1839 
Foreign nationals, treatment by Iraq—1497, 
1575, 1640, 1647, 1689, 1715, 1718, 1733, 
1741, 1752, 1855, 1865, 1866, 1877 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait—1497, 1501, 
1553, 1554, 1560, 1564, 1568, 1575, 
1597, 1601, 1640, 1644, 1649, 1661, 
1668, 1675, 1680-1682, 1687, 1689, 
1709, 1714, 1718, 1719, 1732, 1733, 1741, 
1748, 1752, 1760, 1762, 1773, 1810, 1811, 
1820, 1834, 1853, 1855, 1867, 1876, 1879 
Multinational forces, deployment—1554, 1560, 
1640, 1681, 1682, 1715, 1718, 1732, 1748, 
1752, 1759, 1762, 1834 
Refugees—1701 
Remarks to news media—1703, 1709, 1719, 
1789 
Security Council resolutions, United Nations— 
1497, 1501, 1502, 1553, 1575, 1586, 1688, 
1709, 1715, 1718, 1719, 1732, 1741, 1752, 
1760, 1774, 1813, 1834, 1855, 1859, 1865, 
1867, 1877 
U.S. forces, deployment—1497, 
1560, 1564, 1568, 1575, 1576, 1594, 
1601, 1607, 1640, 1649, 1661, 1662, 
1680-1682, 1687, 1709, 1715, 1719, 
1741, 1748, 1749, 1752, 1759, 1760, 
1814, 1818, 1834, 1846, 1867, 1880 
Peru, trade with U.S.—1530 
Philanthropy Day, National—1804 
Points of Light Initiative Foundation, President’s 
Advisory Committee on the—1833 


1488, 1495, 


1502, 
1594, 
1664, 
1690, 


1517, 1553, 
1596, 
1667, 
1728, 


1762, 
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Points of Light Recognition Program—1533, 
1585, 1625, 1668, 1734, 1798, 1844, 1888 
Poland 
Democratization—1488 
Economic assistance—1488 
Prime Minister—1488, 1533, 1875 
Reforms, political and economic—1488 
Polish American Heritage Month—1650 
Politics 
Political action committees. See Elections, cam- 
paign financing 
President’s views—1782, 1784 
Prayer, National Day of—1741 
Presidency 
Approval ratings—1551, 1690 
Constitutional role—1703, 1766-1768, 1825 
Veto use, President’s views—1519, 1543, 1694, 
1700 
Presidential. See other part of subject 
Project HOPE, Milwaukee, WI—1798 


Radiation Exposure Compensation Act—1591 
Radon Action Week, National—1620 
Railroad Passenger Corporation (AMTRAK), Na- 
tional—1845 
Reconstruction and Development, Internationa! 
Bank for—1614, 1850, 1852, 1854 
Red Cross, American—1652 
Refugee Day—1701 
Refugees 
Persian Gulf crisis—1701 
U.S. admissions—1589 
Republican Eagles—1534 
Republican Governors Association—1586 
Republican National Committee—1698 
Republican Party, President’s views—1679 
Reserve, Selected. See Armed Forces, U.S. 
Reserve System, Federal—1593, 1606, 
1623, 1649, 1680 


SDI. See Nuclear weapons 

START. See Nuclear weapons, arms control nego- 
tiations 

Samaritans on Cape Cod, Inc., Falmouth, MA— 
1585 

San Carlos Mineral Strip Act of 1990—1634 

Satellites. See Arms and munitions 

Saudi Arabia 
King—1560, 1790 
Minister of Defense & Aviation—1646 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1560 
U.S. forces deployment. See Persian Gulf crisis 

Savings Bonds, Interagency Committee for the 
Purchase of U.S.—1799 

Scholars, Commission on Presidential—1626, 
1889 

Science Foundation, National—1764, 1808 

Science and mathematics, Presidential awards— 
1510 

Science, Space, and Technology, National Acade- 
my of—1832 


1617, 





Science Scholars Program, National—1808, 1831 
Science and technology 
Education, role—1831 
International cooperation—1885 
Research and development—1771, 1808 
Space program. See Space program 
Super collider—1771 
Science and Technology, National Medals of— 
1807 
Seacoast Hospice Program, Exeter, NH—1798 
Second Mile, State College, PA—1798 
Securities and Exchange Commission—1604 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, Conference 
on—1506, 1528, 1850, 1852, 1855, 1860, 1866, 
1870, 1872, 1877, 1889 
Security Council, National 
Assistant to President for National Security Af- 
fairs—1553, 1680, 1811 
Senior Director for European and Soviet Af- 
fairs—1573 
Special Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs—1573 
Selective Service System—1590 
Singapore, Ambassador to U.S.—1669 
Small business. See Business and industry 
Smithsonian Institution, John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts—1534 
Social Security—1516 
Sons of Italy—1622 
South Africa 
Natal, lifting of state of emergency—1616 
State President—1535, 1616 
South Carolina, flooding—1669 
Southern Oregon Drug Awareness, Medford, 
OR—1533 
Space program 
Defense and national security, role—1777 
International cooperation—1828 
Space station—1763, 1775, 1808 
U.S. patent laws—1828 
Spain, Prime Minister—1533 
Speaker of House of Representatives—1492, 
1493, 1535, 1539, 1554, 1555, 1600, 1777, 
1778, 1803, 1814, 1816, 1820, 1834, 1837, 
1846, 1861 
State, Department of, Secretary—1528, 1553, 
1557, 1586, 1626, 1669, 1681, 1704, 1711, 
1734, 1788, 1790-1794, 1811, 1845, 1877-1879 
State and local governments 
Environment, role—1849 
Fire prevention, role—1579 
Student Coalition for Action in Literacy Educa- 
tion, Chapel Hill, NC—1585 
Supreme Court of the U.S.—1544, 1612, 1631, 
1633 
Syria, President—1889 


Tacoma Community House, Tacoma, WA—1625 
Taxation 
See also Budget, Federal 
Capital gains tax—1509, 1549, 
1576, 1690, 1691 


1552, 1574, 
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Taxation—Continued 
Family tax credits—1765 
Research and experimentation tax credit— 
1493, 1509 
Revenue increases—1492, 1514, 1517, 1549, 
1594, 1596, 1599, 1603, 1606, 1607, 1617, 
1621, 1649, 1657, 1663, 1667, 1678, 1689- 
1691, 1693, 1694, 1699, 1707, 1713, 1717, 
1731, 1739, 1743, 1751, 1759, 1764, 1785, 
1787 
Television. See Media 
Tennis Tournament, U.S. Open—1534 
Terrorism, antiterrorism efforts—1487, 1832 
Texas 
President’s visits—1592, 1758, 1760, 1773, 1798 
Republican Party events—1586, 1592, 1758, 
1760, 1773 
Textile Industry Bicentennial Week, American— 
1632 
Thanksgiving Day—1816, 1818 
Three Rivers Literacy Alliance, Fort Wayne, 
IN—1798 
Tolsia High School, Kenova, WV—1844 
Trade. See Commerce, international 
Trade Commission, Federal—1845 
Trade Policy and Negotiations, Advisory Commit- 
tee for—1626, 1798 
Trade Representative, Office of the U.S.—1779 
Transportation, Department of, Assistant Secre- 
tary—1574 
Treasury, Department of the 
Foreign Assets Control, Office of —1685 
Secretary—1495, 1510, 1515, 1516, 1529, 1669, 
1691, 1811, 1838 
Under Secretary—1529 
Treasury, Postal Service and General Govern- 
ment Appropriations Act, 1991—1766 
Treaties. See specific name or subject 
Tree Trust Foundation, National—1768 
Trinidad and Tobago, Prime Minister—1560 
Turkey 
President—1790, 1875 
Relations with U.S.—1876 
Tutoring Others Program-Students Teaching 
Each Other Project, Statesboro, GA—1888 


UNICEF. See United Nations 
UNITA. See Angola, National Union for the Total 
Independence of 
Ukraine, National Week to Commemorate the 
Victims of the Famine in—1749 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Chief of General Staff—1508 
Economic assistance—1867 
Military reductions—1868 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1504, 1534, 1724, 
1790, 1793, 1878, 1879 
President—1504, 1508, 1597, 1681, 1689, 1790, 
1793, 1859-1861, 1865, 1871, 1873, 1878, 
1879, 1889 
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics—Continued 
Presidential Council—1627, 1689, 1721, 1724, 
1794 
Relations with U.S.—1496, 1508 
United Kingdom 
Prime Minister—1501, 1533, 1705, 1790, 1791, 
1793, 1795, 1864, 1880 
Queen—1735 
United Nations 
Children’s Emergency Fund, 
(UNICEF)—1489 
General Assembly, 45th session—1496, 1533 
Middle East peace efforts, role—1553 
Persian Gulf crisis, role. See Persian Gulf crisis 
President’s views—1498, 1499, 1853 
Secretary-General—1488, 1499, 1533 
Security Council—1497, 1498, 1688, 1732, 
1741, 1748, 1752, 1760, 1790, 1792, 1810, 
1813 
U.S. Representatives—1575, 1586 
United Nations Day—1561 
United Services Organization’s 50th Anniversary 
Commemorative Coin Act—1534 
Uruguay 
Ambassador to U.S.—1669 
President—1533 
Uruguay round tariff negotiations. See Com- 
merce, international, General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade 
U.S. See other part of subject 
U.S.S. Elrod, Charleston, SC—1734 
Utah 
President’s visit—1754 
Republican Party event—1754 


International 


Variety House for Children, New York, NY— 
1533 
Vatican City, Secretary of State—1712 
Venezuela, President—1533 
Vermont 
President’s visit—1638 
Republican Party event—1638 
Veterans 
Benefits—1763 
President’s views—1575 
Women—1804 
Veterans Affairs, Department of 
Budget—1763 
Secretary—1799 
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment, and Independent Agencies Appropria- 
tions Act, 1991, Departments of—1763 
Veterans Day—1612 
Veterans of Foreign Wars—1534 


Vetoes, Presidential—1531, 1539, 
1556, 1567, 1632, 1796, 1831, 1839 
Vice President 
President’s views—1510 
Senate President, role—1777, 1778, 1803, 1814, 
1816, 1820, 1834, 1837 
Virginia 
President’s visit—1703, 1706 
Republican Party event—1706 
Voluntarism—1533, 1585, 1624, 1625, 1637, 
1668, 1734, 1798, 1804, 1833, 1843, 1844, 1888 
Voting. See Elections 


Warsaw Pact—1868 
Washington, Vancouver historical and cultural re- 
sources study—1776 
Washington National Cathedral—1485 
Weapons. See Arms and munitions 
White Cane Safety Day—1578 
White House interns—1616 
White House Office 
Assistant to President for Economic and Do- 
mestic Policy—1823 
Assistant to President for National Security Af- 
fairs—1553, 1680, 1811 
Assistant to President and Press 
1487, 1488, 1495, 1499, 1500, 
1560, 1574, 1576, 1584, 1616, 
1645, 1646, 1656, 1686, 1712, 
1850, 1857, 1859, 1875 
Associate Counsel to President—1529 
Chief of Staff—1495, 1510, 1515, 1556, 
1691, 1823 
Counsel to President—1610, 1823 
Deputy Assistant to President and Deputy Di- 
rector of Presidential Personnel—1830 
Deputy Assistant to President and Director of 
Office of National Service—1557 
Director of National Drug Control Policy— 
1557, 1562, 1565, 1570, 1622, 1648, 1708, 
1759, 1781, 1789 
Special Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs—1573 
Wings of Hope, Atlanta, GA—1668 
Women Veterans Recognition Week, National— 
1804 
World Bank. See Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment, International Bank for 
World Population Awareness Week—1654 
World of Work Program, Detroit, MI—1844 


Yosemite National Park Centennial Year—1658 
Yugoslavia, President—1534 
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1508, 1513, 
1624, 1635, 
1780, 1811, 
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Amir. See other part of name 
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Archer, Bill—1549, 1550, 1577 
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Atwood, Genevieve—1754 
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Baker, James A., II]—1528, 1529, 1553, 1557, 
1586, 1626, 1627, 1669, 1681, 1704, 1711, 
1734, 1788, 1790-1794, 1811, 1845, 1877-1879, 

Bartlett, Steve—1593 

Baudouin I, King—1533 

Bayer, Michael J.—1528, 1535 

Benacerraf, Baruj—1808 

Bennett, William J.—1557, 1558, 1562, 
1648, 1708, 1730, 1759, 1781, 1789, 1859 
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Blackwell, Ken—1730 
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Boehlert, Sherwood L.—1579 
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1520, 1529, 1669, 1691, 1811 
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Byrd, Robert C.—1493 


1622, 
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Cacciavillan, Agostino—1669 
Caniff, Charles—1636 

Cardinal. See other part of name 
Carlisle, Randy—1844 

Carlson, Arne—1739 

Carruthers, Garrey E.—1660 
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Cellucci, Paul—1713, 1716 
Chamorro, Violeta—1533, 1780 
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